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The Old Man And The Sea 

Ernest Hemingway 

The Old Man and the Sea is the story of an epic struggle between an old, seasoned fisherman and 

the greatest catch of his life. For eighty-four days, Santiago, an aged Cuban fisherman, has set out 

to sea and returned empty-handed. So conspicuously unlucky is he that the parents of his young 

devoted apprentice and friend, Manolin, have forced the boy to leave the old man in order to fish in 

a more prosperous boat. Nevertheless, the boy continues to care for the old man upon his return 

each night. He helps the old man tote his gear to his ramshackle hut, secures food for him, and 

discusses the latest developments in American baseball, especially the trials of the old man’s hero, 

Joe DiMaggio. Santiago is confident that his unproductive streak will soon come to an end, and he 

resolves to sail out farther than usual the following day. 

On the eighty-fifth day of his unlucky streak, Santiago does as promised, sailing his skiff far 

beyond the island’s shallow coastal waters and venturing into the Gulf Stream. He prepares his lines 

and drops them. At noon, a big fish, which he knows is a marlin, takes the bait that Santiago has 

placed one hundred fathoms deep in the waters. The old man expertly hooks the fish, but he cannot 

pull it in. Instead, the fish begins to pull the boat. 

Unable to tie the line fast to the boat for fear the fish would snap a taut line, the old man bears the 

strain of the line with his shoulders, back, and hands, ready to give slack should the marlin make a 

run. The fish pulls the boat all through the day, through the night, through another day, and through 

another night. It swims steadily northwest until at last it tires and swims east with the current. The 

entire time, Santiago endures constant pain from the fishing line. Whenever the fish lunges, leaps, 

or makes a dash for freedom, the cord cuts him badly. Although wounded and weary, the old man 

feels a deep empathy and admiration for the marlin, his brother in suffering, strength, and resolve. 

On the third day the fish tires, and Santiago, sleep-deprived, aching, and nearly delirious, manages 

to pull the marlin in close enough to kill it with a harpoon thrust. Dead beside the skiff, the marlin is 

the largest Santiago has ever seen. He lashes it to his boat, raises the small mast, and sets sail for 

home. While Santiago is excited by the price that the marlin will bring at market, he is more 

concerned that the people who will eat the fish are unworthy of its greatness. 

As Santiago sails on with the fish, the marlin’s blood leaves a trail in the water and attracts sharks. 

The first to attack is a great mako shark, which Santiago manages to slay with the harpoon. In the 

struggle, the old man loses the harpoon and lengths of valuable rope, which leaves him vulnerable 

to other shark attacks. The old man fights off the successive vicious predators as best he can, 

stabbing at them with a crude spear he makes by lashing a knife to an oar, and even clubbing them 

with the boat’s tiller. Although he kills several sharks, more and more appear, and by the time night 

falls, Santiago’s continued fight against the scavengers is useless. They devour the marlin’s 

precious meat, leaving only skeleton, head, and tail. Santiago chastises himself for going “out too 

far,” and for sacrificing his great and worthy opponent. He arrives home before daybreak, stumbles 

back to his shack, and sleeps very deeply. 

The next morning, a crowd of amazed fishermen gathers around the skeletal carcass of the fish, 

which is still lashed to the boat. Knowing nothing of the old man’s struggle, tourists at a nearby 

café observe the remains of the giant marlin and mistake it for a shark. Manolin, who has been 

worried sick over the old man’s absence, is moved to tears when he finds Santiago safe in his bed. 
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The boy fetches the old man some coffee and the daily papers with the baseball scores, and watches 

him sleep. When the old man wakes, the two agree to fish as partners once more. The old man 

returns to sleep and dreams his usual dream of lions at play on the beaches of Africa. 

For Whom The Bell Tolls 

Ernest Hemingway 

For whom the bell tolls opens in May 1937, at the height of the Spanish Civil War. An American 

man named Robert Jordan, who has left the United States to enlist on the Republican side in the 

war, travels behind enemy lines to work with Spanish guerrilla fighters, or guerrilleros, hiding in 

the mountains. The Republican command has assigned Robert Jordan the dangerous and difficult 

task of blowing up a Fascist-controlled bridge as part of a larger Republican offensive. 

A peasant named Anselmo guides Robert Jordan to the guerrilla camp, which is hidden in a cave. 

Along the way, they encounter Pablo, the leader of the camp, who greets Robert Jordan with 

hostility and opposes the bridge operation because he believes it endangers the guerrilleros’ safety. 

Robert Jordan suspects that Pablo may betray or sabotage the mission. 

At the camp, Robert Jordan meets Pilar, Pablo’s “woman.” A large, sturdy part-gypsy, Pilar appears 

to be the real leader of the band of guerrilleros. A rapport quickly develops between Robert Jordan 

and Pilar. During the course of the evening, Robert Jordan meets the six other inhabitants of the 

camp: the unreliable Rafael, feisty and foul-mouthed Agustín, dignified Fernando, old Primitivo, 

and brothers Andrés and Eladio. The camp also shelters a young woman named Maria, whom a 

band of Fascists raped not long before. Robert Jordan and Maria are immediately drawn to each 

other. 

Robert Jordan and Anselmo leave the camp to scout out the bridge. When they return, Pablo 

publicly announces that neither he nor his guerrilleros will help blow up the bridge. Pilar and the 

others disagree, however, so Pablo sullenly gives in. Privately, Rafael urges Robert Jordan to kill 

Pablo, but Pilar insists that Pablo is not dangerous. That night, Maria comes out to join Robert 

Jordan as he sleeps outside. They profess love for each other and make love. 

The next morning, Pilar leads Robert Jordan through the forest to consult with El Sordo, the leader 

of another band of guerrilleros, about the bridge operation. They take Maria along. El Sordo agrees 

to help with the mission, but both he and Robert Jordan are troubled by the fact that the bridge must 

be blown in daylight, which will make their retreat more difficult. On the way back to Pablo’s 

camp, Robert Jordan and Maria make love in the forest. When they catch up with Pilar, Maria 

confesses to Pilar that the earth moved as they made love. Pilar, impressed, says that such a thing 

happens no more than three times in a person’s lifetime. 

Back at the camp, a drunken Pablo insults Robert Jordan, who tries to provoke Pablo, hoping to find 

an excuse to kill him. Pablo refuses to be provoked, even when Agustín hits him in the face. When 

Pablo steps away for a few minutes, the others agree that he is dangerous and must be killed. Robert 

Jordan volunteers to do it. Suddenly, Pablo returns and announces that he has changed his mind and 

will help with the bridge. Later that night, Maria comes outside to sleep with Robert Jordan again. 

They talk about their feeling that they are one person, that they share the same body. 
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In the morning, Robert Jordan wakes up, sees a Fascist cavalryman, and shoots him, awakening the 

camp. After breakfast, the group hears sounds of a fight in the distance, and Robert Jordan believes 

that the Fascists are attacking El Sordo’s camp. Agustín and Primitivo want to aid El Sordo, but 

Robert Jordan and Pilar know that it likely would be useless. 

The scene shifts to El Sordo’s hill, which a group of Fascists is assaulting. El Sordo’s men play 

dead and manage to shoot the Fascist captain, but several minutes later, Fascist planes bomb the 

hilltop and kill everyone in El Sordo’s band. The ranking Fascist officer orders the beheading of all 

the corpses of El Sordo’s men. 

The guerrilleros at Pablo’s camp, having heard the planes bomb El Sordo’s hill, feel glum as they 

eat lunch. Robert Jordan writes a dispatch to the Republican command recommending that both the 

bridge operation and the larger offensive be canceled, for the Fascists are aware of the plan and the 

operation will not succeed. He sends Andrés to deliver the dispatch to the headquarters of General 

Golz, a Republican leader. Maria again joins Robert Jordan in his sleeping bag that night, and they 

fantasize about their future life in Madrid. 

Meanwhile, in Madrid, Robert Jordan’s friend, a Russian journalist named Karkov, learns that the 

Fascists know about the offensive the Republicans have planned for the next day. Karkov worries 

about Robert Jordan. 

At two in the morning, Pilar wakes Robert Jordan and reports that Pablo has fled the camp with 

some of the explosives that were meant to blow the bridge. Though furious at first, Robert Jordan 

controls his anger and plans to carry out the operation anyway, with fewer explosives. He wakes up 

Maria, and as they make love, they feel the earth move again. Pablo suddenly returns just before 

dawn, claiming that he left in a moment of weakness. He says that he threw the explosives into the 

river but felt great loneliness after doing so. He has brought back five men with their horses from 

neighboring guerrilla bands to help. The fighters take their positions. 

The scene shifts to Andrés, who has been traveling through the night to deliver Robert Jordan’s 

dispatch to General Golz. Crossing into Republican territory, Andrés is slowed when several 

suspicious but apathetic officers question him. When Andrés and his escort finally near Golz’s 

headquarters, a politician named André Marty suspects that they are Fascist spies and orders them 

arrested. Robert Jordan’s friend Karkov hears about the arrests and uses his influence to free the 

men. Robert Jordan’s dispatch finally reaches Golz but arrives too late. The Republican offensive 

already has begun and can no longer be stopped. 

As dawn breaks, Robert Jordan and Anselmo descend on the bridge, shoot the Fascist sentries, and 

plant the explosives. Pilar arrives and says that Eladio has been killed, while Fernando, fatally 

wounded, must be left behind. When Robert Jordan detonates the explosives, the bridge falls, but 

shrapnel from the blast strikes Anselmo and kills him. Pablo emerges from below, saying that all 

five of his men are dead. Agustín accuses Pablo of shooting the men for their horses, and Pablo 

does not deny it. 

As the group crosses the road in retreat, a Fascist bullet hits Robert Jordan’s horse, which tramples 

on Robert Jordan’s left leg, breaking it. Knowing that he must be left behind, Robert Jordan says 

goodbye to Maria, saying that he will be with her even if she goes. Pilar and Pablo lead Maria 

away. 
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Alone, Robert Jordan contemplates suicide but resolves to stay alive to hold off the Fascists. He is 

grateful for having lived, in his final few days, a full lifetime. For the first time, he feels 

“integrated,” in harmony with the world. As the Fascist lieutenant approaches, Robert Jordan takes 

aim, feeling his heart beating against the floor of the forest. 

And Then There Were None 

 
Agathie Christie 

Eight people, all strangers to each other, are invited to Indian Island, off the English coast. Vera 

Claythorne, a former governess, thinks she has been hired as a secretary; Philip Lombard, an 

adventurer, and William Blore, an ex-detective, think they have been hired to look out for trouble 

over the weekend; Dr. Armstrong thinks he has been hired to look after the wife of the island’s 

owner. Emily Brent, General Macarthur, Tony Marston, and Judge Wargrave think they are going 

to visit old friends. 

When they arrive on the island, the guests are greeted by Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, the butler and 

housekeeper, who report that the host, someone they call Mr. Owen, will not arrive until the next 

day. That evening, as all the guests gather in the drawing room after an excellent dinner, they hear a 

recorded voice accusing each of them of a specific murder committed in the past and never 

uncovered. They compare notes and realize that none of them, including the servants, knows “Mr. 

Owen,” which suggests that they were brought here according to someone’s strange plan. 

As they discuss what to do, Tony Marston chokes on poisoned whiskey and dies. Frightened, the 

party retreats to bed, where almost everyone is plagued by guilt and memories of their crimes. Vera 

Claythorne notices the similarity between the death of Marston and the first verse of a nursery 

rhyme, “Ten Little Indians,” that hangs in each bedroom.  

The next morning the guests find that Mrs. Rogers apparently died in her sleep. The guests hope to 

leave that morning, but the boat that regularly delivers supplies to the island does not show up. 

Blore, Lombard, and Armstrong decide that the deaths must have been murders and determine to 

scour the island in search of the mysterious Mr. Owen. They find no one, however. Meanwhile, the 

oldest guest, General Macarthur, feels sure he is going to die and goes to look out at the ocean. 

Before lunch, Dr. Armstrong finds the general dead of a blow to the head. 

The remaining guests meet to discuss their situation. They decide that one of them must be the 

killer. Many make vague accusations, but Judge Wargrave reminds them that the existing evidence 

suggests any of them could be the killer. Afternoon and dinner pass restlessly, and everyone goes to 

bed, locking his or her door before doing so. The next morning, they find that Rogers has been 

killed while chopping wood in preparation for breakfast. At this point, the guests feel sure the 

murders are being carried out according to the dictates of the nursery rhyme. Also, they realize that 

the dining-room table initially featured ten Indian figures, but with each death one of the figures 

disappears. 

After breakfast, Emily Brent feels slightly giddy, and she remains alone at the table for a while. She 

is soon found dead, her neck having been injected with poison. At this point, Wargrave initiates an 

organized search of everyone’s belongings, and anything that could be used as a weapon is locked 

away. The remaining guests sit together, passing time and casting suspicious looks at each other. 

Finally, Vera goes to take a bath, but she is startled by a piece of seaweed hanging from her ceiling 
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and cries out. Blore, Lombard, and Armstrong run to help her, only to return downstairs to find 

Wargrave draped in a curtain that resembles courtroom robes and bearing a red mark on his 

forehead. Armstrong examines the body and reports that Wargrave has been shot in the head. 

That night, Blore hears footsteps in the hall; upon checking, he finds that Armstrong is not in his 

room. Blore and Lombard search for Armstrong, but they cannot find him anywhere in the house or 

on the island. When they return from searching, they discover another Indian figure missing from 

the table. 

Vera, Lombard, and Blore go outside, resolving to stay in the safety of the open land. Blore decides 

to go back into the house to get food. The other two hear a crash, and they find someone has pushed 

a statue out of a second-story window, killing Blore as he approached the house. Vera and Lombard 

retreat to the shore, where they find Armstrong’s drowned body on the beach. Convinced that 

Lombard is the killer, Vera steals Lombard’s gun and shoots him. She returns to her bedroom to 

rest, happy to have survived. But upon finding a noose waiting for her in her room, she feels a 

strange compulsion to enact the last line of the nursery rhyme, and hangs herself. 

The mystery baffles the police until a manuscript in a bottle is found. The late Judge Wargrave 

wrote the manuscript explaining that he planned the murders because he wanted to punish those 

whose crimes are not punishable under law. Wargrave frankly admits to his own lust for blood and 

pleasure in seeing the guilty punished. When a doctor told Wargrave he was dying, he decided to 

die in a blaze, instead of letting his life trickle away. He discusses how he chose his victims and 

how he did away with Marston, Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, Macarthur, and Emily Brent. Wargrave then 

describes how he tricked Dr. Armstrong into helping him fake his own death, promising to meet the 

doctor by the cliffs to discuss a plan. When Armstrong arrived, Wargrave pushed him over the edge 

into the sea, then returned to the house and pretended to be dead. His ruse enabled him to dispose of 

the rest of the guests without drawing their suspicion. Once Vera hanged herself on a noose that he 

prepared for her, Wargrave planned to shoot himself in such a way that his body would fall onto the 

bed as if it had been laid there. Thus, he hoped, the police would find ten dead bodies on an empty 

island. 

House of the Seven Gables 

 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 

The House of the Seven Gables begins with a preface that identifies the work as a romance, not a 

novel. As such, Hawthorne prepares readers for the fluid mixture of realism and fantasy that the 

romance genre allows. The preface also conveys the major theme of the book, which Hawthorne 

refers to as a moral: “the wrong-doing of one generation lives into the successive ones, and . . . 

becomes a pure and uncontrollable mischief.”  

A battered house with seven gables stands in a small New England town. (Gables are the triangular 

structures formed by two intersecting points of a roof.) The house, which belongs to the Pyncheon 

family, has a long and controversial history. In the mid-1600s, a local farmer named Matthew 

Maule builds a house on fertile land near a pleasant spring. In the late 1600s, the surrounding 

neighborhood has become fashionable, and the wealthy Colonel Pyncheon covets Maule’s land. 

Several years later, Maule is hanged for witchcraft, and rumors abound that Pyncheon was behind 

Maule’s conviction. Maule curses Colonel Pyncheon from the scaffold, but the Colonel is unfazed; 

he even hires Maule’s own son to build him a new mansion with seven gables on the property. At a 
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party held to inaugurate his new mansion, the Colonel is found dead in his study, his beard covered 

in blood. The Colonel has left a will ordering that his portrait not be taken down, but one of his 

important documents—the deed for a giant land claim in Maine—is missing. The deed is never 

found, and generations of Pyncheons search for it in vain. From then on, the Pyncheon house 

continues to bring bad luck, culminating with young Clifford Pyncheon’s alleged murder of his 

uncle. 

Many years later, the old maid who resides in the Pyncheon mansion, a nearsighted, scowling 

woman named Hepzibah, is forced to open a small store in her home to keep from starving. 

Hepzibah considers the store a source of great shame, despite the comforting words of Uncle 

Venner, a neighborhood character, and of Holgrave, Hepzibah’s rebellious young lodger, who 

practices an early form of photography known as daguerreotypy. Hepzibah remains pessimistic, and 

though she tries her best, her scowling face continues to frighten customers. The very day that she 

opens her shop, Hepzibah receives a visit from Phoebe, a young girl who is Hepzibah’s cousin 

through an extended branch of the Pyncheon family. At first, Hepzibah worries that Phoebe’s 

presence will upset Hepzibah’s brother, Clifford, who is returning home from prison. Phoebe’s 

charm and diligence prevail, however, and she finally convinces Hepzibah to let her stay. When 

Clifford returns, battered and almost imbecilic from his time in prison, he is quite impressed by 

Phoebe. Contrary to Hepzibah’s fears, Clifford is more bothered by their poverty than by her 

tending to a store. 

Even Phoebe’s presence cannot free Clifford and Hepzibah from the terror inspired by a visit from 

their cousin, Judge Pyncheon. The Judge has a very charismatic smile. He greets Hepzibah warmly 

and offers her financial support, but she furiously blocks the Judge’s way into the house, while, 

from inside, Clifford begs him to go away. Even the normally unflappable Phoebe experiences a 

moment of revulsion when the Judge greets her. Less terrible but equally strange is Holgrave, the 

house’s only lodger. He and Phoebe spend much time together, tending the garden and feeding the 

house chickens, a once-mighty breed whose former glory is compared to that of the Pyncheons. 

Holgrave explains his radical politics, which revolve around the principle that each generation 

should tear down the work of those before it, and asks Phoebe constantly about Clifford and his 

past. 

Holgrave also tells Phoebe the story of Alice Pyncheon. A hundred years before, Alice’s father, 

Gervayse Pyncheon, summoned the young grandson of the older Matthew Maule, a carpenter also 

named Matthew Maule. Gervayse believed that since the younger Matthew Maule’s father built the 

Pyncheon house, the young man might know where to find the missing deed to the Pyncheon land. 

The younger Matthew Maule, although bitter at the Pyncheons’ mistreatment of his family, agrees 

to help in exchange for the house of the seven gables and the land on which it stands. He summons 

the spirits of his father, grandfather, and old Colonel Pyncheon by hypnotizing Gervayse’s young 

daughter, Alice. The two Maule spirits prevent Colonel Pyncheon’s ghost from telling Gervayse 

and the younger Matthew where the deed is, so the carpenter cancels the deal. He is elated to find 

that Alice has remained under his spell, and torments her in cruel and petty ways. On his wedding 

night, the young Maule forces Alice to serve his new bride. When Alice awakens from her trance, 

she rushes home through the snow, catches pneumonia, and dies. Maule is devastated by what he 

has done. 

As Holgrave finishes his story, he realizes he has hypnotized Phoebe, but his integrity prevents him 

from abusing his power, and he wakes her from her trance. While Phoebe is making a visit to her 

home in the country, Judge Pyncheon returns to the house of the seven gables and forces Hepzibah 

to fetch Clifford, saying he will put Clifford in an asylum if Hepzibah does not retrieve him. The 
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Judge explains that Clifford knows the location of their late uncle’s inheritance. Hepzibah cannot 

find Clifford in his room, but when she comes back downstairs she finds her brother pointing 

gleefully to the slumped figure of Judge Pyncheon. Worried that Clifford will be blamed for the 

murder, the brother and sister flee. When Phoebe returns, only Holgrave is home. He excitedly 

shows her a daguerreotype of the dead Judge and tells her that the curse has been lifted. Holgrave 

also tells Phoebe he loves her, and she admits to loving him in return. Although the neighbors 

become suspicious, Hepzibah and Clifford return before the body is discovered. Clifford is not 

suspected in the Judge’s death, and it is rumored that the Judge himself framed Clifford for the 

crime for which he served thirty years in prison. News arrives that the Judge’s estranged son has 

died in Europe, so the Judge’s inheritance goes to Clifford. Clifford, Hepzibah, Phoebe, Holgrave, 

and Uncle Venner all move to the Judge’s country estate, leaving the house of the seven gables to 

continue rotting away. 

 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 
William Shakespeare 

 

Theseus, duke of Athens, is preparing for his marriage to Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, with a 

four-day festival of pomp and entertainment. He commissions his Master of the Revels, Philostrate, 

to find suitable amusements for the occasion. Egeus, an Athenian nobleman, marches into 

Theseus’s court with his daughter, Hermia, and two young men, Demetrius and Lysander. Egeus 

wishes Hermia to marry Demetrius (who loves Hermia), but Hermia is in love with Lysander and 

refuses to comply. Egeus asks for the full penalty of law to fall on Hermia’s head if she flouts her 

father’s will. Theseus gives Hermia until his wedding to consider her options, warning her that 

disobeying her father’s wishes could result in her being sent to a convent or even executed. 

Nonetheless, Hermia and Lysander plan to escape Athens the following night and marry in the 

house of Lysander’s aunt, some seven leagues distant from the city. They make their intentions 

known to Hermia’s friend Helena, who was once engaged to Demetrius and still loves him even 

though he jilted her after meeting Hermia. Hoping to regain his love, Helena tells Demetrius of the 

elopement that Hermia and Lysander have planned. At the appointed time, Demetrius stalks into the 

woods after his intended bride and her lover; Helena follows behind him.  

In these same woods are two very different groups of characters. The first is a band of fairies, 

including Oberon, the fairy king, and Titania, his queen, who has recently returned from India to 

bless the marriage of Theseus and Hippolyta. The second is a band of Athenian craftsmen 

rehearsing a play that they hope to perform for the duke and his bride. Oberon and Titania are at 

odds over a young Indian prince given to Titania by the prince’s mother; the boy is so beautiful that 

Oberon wishes to make him a knight, but Titania refuses. Seeking revenge, Oberon sends his merry 

servant, Puck, to acquire a magical flower, the juice of which can be spread over a sleeping 

person’s eyelids to make that person fall in love with the first thing he or she sees upon waking. 

Puck obtains the flower, and Oberon tells him of his plan to spread its juice on the sleeping 

Titania’s eyelids. Having seen Demetrius act cruelly toward Helena, he orders Puck to spread some 

of the juice on the eyelids of the young Athenian man. Puck encounters Lysander and Hermia; 

thinking that Lysander is the Athenian of whom Oberon spoke, Puck afflicts him with the love 

potion. Lysander happens to see Helena upon awaking and falls deeply in love with her, 

abandoning Hermia. As the night progresses and Puck attempts to undo his mistake, both Lysander 

and Demetrius end up in love with Helena, who believes that they are mocking her. Hermia 

becomes so jealous that she tries to challenge Helena to a fight. Demetrius and Lysander nearly do 
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fight over Helena’s love, but Puck confuses them by mimicking their voices, leading them apart 

until they are lost separately in the forest. 

When Titania wakes, the first creature she sees is Bottom, the most ridiculous of the Athenian 

craftsmen, whose head Puck has mockingly transformed into that of an ass. Titania passes a 

ludicrous interlude doting on the ass-headed weaver. Eventually, Oberon obtains the Indian boy, 

Puck spreads the love potion on Lysander’s eyelids, and by morning all is well. Theseus and 

Hippolyta discover the sleeping lovers in the forest and take them back to Athens to be married—

Demetrius now loves Helena, and Lysander now loves Hermia. After the group wedding, the lovers 

watch Bottom and his fellow craftsmen perform their play, a fumbling, hilarious version of the 

story of Pyramus and Thisbe. When the play is completed, the lovers go to bed; the fairies briefly 

emerge to bless the sleeping couples with a protective charm and then disappear. Only Puck 

remains, to ask the audience for its forgiveness and approval and to urge it to remember the play as 

though it had all been a dream. 

 

 

Civil Disobedience 
Henry David Thoreau 

Thoreau's Civil Disobedience espouses the need to prioritize one's conscience over the dictates of 

laws. It criticizes American social institutions and policies, most prominently slavery and the 

Mexican-American War. 

Thoreau begins his essay by arguing that government rarely proves itself useful and that it 

derives its power from the majority because they are the strongest group, not because they hold the 

most legitimate viewpoint. He contends that people's first obligation is to do what they believe is 

right and not to follow the law dictated by the majority. When a government is unjust, people 

should refuse to follow the law and distance themselves from the government in general. A person 

is not obligated to devote his life to eliminating evils from the world, but he is obligated not to 

participate in such evils. This includes not being a member of an unjust institution (like the 

government). Thoreau further argues that the United States fits his criteria for an unjust 

government, given its support of slavery and its practice of aggressive war. 

Thoreau doubts the effectiveness of reform within the government, and he argues that voting 

and petitioning for change achieves little. He presents his own experiences as a model for how to 

relate to an unjust government: In protest of slavery, Thoreau refused to pay taxes and spent a night 

in jail. But, more generally, he ideologically dissociated himself from the government, "washing his 

hands" of it and refusing to participate in his institutions. According to Thoreau, this form of protest 

was preferable to advocating for reform from within government; he asserts that one cannot see 

government for what it is when one is working within it. 

Civil Disobedience covers several topics, and Thoreau intersperses poetry and social 

commentary throughout. For purposes of clarity and readability, the essay has been divided into 

three sections here, though Thoreau himself made no such divisions. 
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The Count Of The Monte Cristo 

 
Alexandre Dumas 

At the age of nineteen, Edmond Dantès seems to have the perfect life. He is about to become the 

captain of a ship, he is engaged to a beautiful and kind young woman, Mercédès, and he is well 

liked by almost everyone who knows him. This perfect life, however, stirs up dangerous jealousy 

among some of Dantès’s so-called friends. Danglars, the treasurer of Dantès ship, envies Dantès’s 

early career success; Fernand Mondego is in love with Dantès’s fiancée and so covets his amorous 

success; his neighbor Caderousse is simply envious that Dantès is so much luckier in life than he is. 

 
Together, these three men draft a letter accusing Dantès of treason. There is some truth to their 

accusations: as a favor to his recently deceased captain, Dantès is carrying a letter from Napoleon to 

a group of Bonapartist sympathizers in Paris. Though Dantès himself has no political leanings, the 

undertaking is enough to implicate him for treason. On the day of his wedding, Dantès is arrested 

for his alleged crimes. 

The deputy public prosecutor, Villefort, sees through the plot to frame Dantès and is prepared to set 

him free. At the last moment, though, Dantès jeopardizes his freedom by revealing the name of the 

man to whom he is supposed to deliver Napoleon’s letter. The man, Noirtier, is Villefort’s father. 

Terrified that any public knowledge of his father’s treasonous activities will thwart his own 

ambitions, Villefort decides to send Dantès to prison for life. Despite the entreaties of Monsieur 

Morrel, Dantès’s kind and honest boss, Dantès is sent to the infamous Château d’If, where the most 

dangerous political prisoners are kept. 

While in prison, Dantès meets Abbé Faria, an Italian priest and intellectual, who has been jailed for 

his political views. Faria teaches Dantès history, science, philosophy, and languages, turning him 

into a well-educated man. Faria also bequeaths to Dantès a large treasure hidden on the island of 

Monte Cristo, and he tells him how to find it should he ever escape. When Faria dies, Dantès hides 

himself in the abbé’s shroud, thinking that he will be buried and then dig his way out. Instead, 

Dantès is thrown into the sea, and is able to cut himself loose and swim to freedom. 

Dantès travels to Monte Cristo and finds Faria’s enormous treasure. He considers his fortune a gift 

from God, given to him for the sole purpose of rewarding those who have tried to help him and, 

more important, punishing those who have hurt him. Disguising himself as an Italian priest who 

answers to the name of Abbé Busoni, he travels back to Marseilles and visits Caderousse, who is 

now struggling to make a living as an innkeeper. From Caderousse he learns the details of the plot 

to frame him. In addition, Dantès learns that his father has died of grief in his absence and that 

Mercédès has married Fernand Mondego. Most frustrating, he learns that both Danglars and 

Mondego have become rich and powerful and are living happily in Paris. As a reward for this 

information, and for Caderousse’s apparent regret over the part he played in Dantès’s downfall, 

Dantès gives Caderousse a valuable diamond. Before leaving Marseilles, Dantès anonymously 

saves Morrel from financial ruin. 

Ten years later, Dantès emerges in Rome, calling himself the Count of Monte Cristo. He seems to 

be all knowing and unstoppable. In Rome Dantès ingratiates himself to Albert de Morcerf, son of 

Fernand Mondego and Mercédès, by saving him from bandits. In return for the favor, Albert 

introduces Dantès to Parisian society. None of his old cohorts recognize the mysterious count as 
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Edmond Dantès, though Mercédès does. Dantès is thus able to insinuate himself effortlessly into the 

lives of Danglars, Mondego, and Villefort. Armed with damning knowledge about each of them 

that he has gathered over the past decade, Dantès sets an elaborate scheme of revenge into motion. 

Mondego, now known as the Count de Morcerf, is the first to be punished. Dantès exposes 

Morcerf’s darkest secret: Morcerf made his fortune by betraying his former patron, the Greek vizier 

Ali Pacha, and he then sold Ali Pacha’s wife and daughter into slavery. Ali Pacha’s daughter, 

Haydée, who has lived with Dantès ever since he bought her freedom seven years earlier, testifies 

against Morcerf in front of the senate, irreversibly ruining his good name. Ashamed by Morcerf’s 

treachery, Albert and Mercédès flee, leaving their tainted fortune behind. Morcerf commits suicide. 

Villefort’s punishment comes slowly and in several stages. Dantès first takes advantage of Madame 

de Villefort’s murderous intent, subtly tutoring her in the uses of poison. As Madame de Villefort 

wreaks her havoc, killing off each member of the household in turn, Dantès plants the seeds for yet 

another public exposé. In court, it is revealed that Villefort is guilty of attempted infanticide, as he 

tried to bury his illegitimate baby while it was still alive. Believing that everyone he loves is dead 

and knowing that he will soon have to answer severe criminal charges, Villefort goes insane. 

For his revenge on Danglars, Dantès simply plays upon his enemy’s greed. He opens various false 

credit accounts with Danglars that cost him vast amounts of money. He also manipulates Danglars’s 

unfaithful and dishonest wife, costing Danglars more money, and helps Danglars’s daughter, 

Eugénie, run away with her female companion. Finally, when Danglars is nearly broke and about to 

flee without paying any of his creditors, Dantès has the Italian bandit Luigi Vampa kidnap him and 

relieve him of his remaining money. Dantès spares Danglars’s life, but leaves him penniless. 

Meanwhile, as these acts of vengeance play out, Dantès also tries to complete one more act of 

goodness. Dantès wishes to help the brave and honorable Maximilian Morrel, the son of the kind 

shipowner, so he hatches an elaborate plot to save Maximilian’s fiancée, Valentine Villefort, from 

her murderous stepmother, to ensure that the couple will be truly happy forever. Dantès gives 

Valentine a pill that makes her appear dead and then carries her off to the island of Monte Cristo. 

For a month Dantès allows Maximilian to believe that Valentine is dead, which causes Maximilian 

to long for death himself. Dantès then reveals that Valentine is alive. Having known the depths of 

despair, Maximilian is now able to experience the heights of ecstasy. Dantès too ultimately finds 

happiness, when he allows himself to fall in love with the adoring and beautiful Haydée. 

 

Death Be Not Proud 

 
John Gunther 

John Gunther (hereafter referred to as Gunther) writes that this memoir is about death and what his 

son Johnny courageously endured, in an effort to provide hope to others who have to deal with 

similar pain. Gunther briefly sketches Johnny's life: he lived in Vienna and London when he was 

young; attended Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts; and died in 1947 at the age of seventeen, 

after a fifteen-month-long illness. He describes Johnny's adolescent but handsome appearance, his 

amiable nature, his tremendous willpower, and, above all, his selflessness. He notes Johnny's varied 

interests, his incredible intelligence, and his passion for science. He also mentions his ex-wife, 

Frances, with whom Johnny is very close.  

javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/montecristo/terms/char_9.html',%20'8717cb700d',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/montecristo/terms/char_37.html',%20'712055b219',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/montecristo/terms/char_18.html',%20'4742ee0aa6',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/montecristo/terms/theme_5.html',%20'ac516126bc',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/montecristo/terms/char_29.html',%20'2d4da7405d',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/deathbenot/terms/char_2.html',%20'7d2e259a8f',%20500);
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/deathbenot/terms/char_1.html',%20'6aa73fa084',%20500);
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/deathbenot/terms/char_3.html',%20'04b4315fe8',%20500);
http://oascentral.sparknotes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.sparknotes.com/lit/1984897050/Middle/default/empty.gif/64313730646438623366613035366430?


 12 

Johnny returns home for Spring break and has a good time. The family doctor, Traeger, says 

that he's fine. However, he does have a slightly stiff neck. At school, they believe Johnny has a 

brain tumor, so they bring in a specialist, Tracy Putnam. Gunther and Frances drive to Deerfield, 

and when Gunther sees the face of one of the doctors, he immediately knows that Johnny will die. 

Johnny endures a painful spinal tap and is sent by ambulance to Columbia- Presbyterian Hospital in 

New York. He manages to stay upbeat and intellectual about his worsening condition. He has his 

first operation on April 29, which takes six hours. Johnny's tumor is in a difficult spot for 

extrication. The operation removes half of the orange-sized tumor. Johnny makes a fast recovery, 

and he is walking within two weeks and exhibiting his normal curious intellect. On May 28, Johnny 

faints and gets worse. Gunther finds out the tumor is undergoing glioblastomatous transformation, a 

far worse condition that carries the possibilities of blindness, paralysis, and the inevitability of 

death. 

Johnny is discharged from the hospital on June 1, but he continues going every day for x-rays 

until June 20, when he returns home to Connecticut. His physical activity is restricted, but he busies 

himself with his science workshop in the garage and with visits from friends and relatives. Johnny 

develops papilledema, a protrusion that damages the optic nerve and loses a great deal of peripheral 

vision. The bump on his head opens and leaks pus. He is taken to Wilder Penfield, a renowned 

surgeon. Penfield tells Gunther that the tumor will kill Johnny. Frances reads a newspaper article 

about how an experimental method of intravenous dosages of mustard gas, which is commonly 

poisonous, can improve tumors. Memorial Hospital in New York administers its first injection of 

mustard gas to Johnny. The mustard produces bad side effects, but it helps Johnny at first. He 

returns to the country and devotes himself to making up his lost schoolwork and other activities. On 

August 31, another leak develops. Gunther learns of Max Gerson, a doctor whose unorthodox 

methods of treating illnesses are based on a controversial diet. With nothing to lose, he and Frances 

decide to put Johnny on the diet. On September 7, they drive to Gerson's nursing home. 

At Gerson's nursing home, Johnny starts feeling better. Traeger agrees to continue with 

Gerson's methods, which include rest, daily enemas, and a salt- free, fat-free diet. Johnny gets much 

better, and Gunther is confident that he will fully recover. Frances keeps Johnny in high spirits, 

reading to him and bringing gifts. Johnny's bump worsens, and he develops a second bump. When 

Gunther tells him he cannot return to school, he furiously makes up his lost time through tutoring. 

He writes a letter to his headmaster, asking for a reprieve from his unfinished work and another 

letter to his math teacher, asking to take an important algebra exam. Johnny worsens, though his 

doctors are amazed that he is still alive. They fight about whether he should undergo more drainage. 

Gunther and Frances decide on a compromise, which includes surgery while keeping with the 

Gerson diet. Johnny heads off to the Neurological Hospital for five weeks. Dr. Mountmakes a 

highly successful emergency drainage. Johnny's recovery is strengthened, the bump disappears, and 

everyone believes he will be back to normal within a year, especially when they find out the pus 

from his bump was sterile, indicating that the tumor is dead. He returns home on February 6 for the 

first time since August. 

In early February 1947, Johnny is physically stronger. By late February, however, the bump 

grows again. He exhibits the first of a series of short-term amnesia attacks on Feb. 19. Johnny wants 

to get off the Gerson diet and return to Deerfield, but both requests are denied. He works hard to 

make up his schoolwork in preparation for Harvard, and he enrolls and excels in a tutoring school. 

On April 12, he takes his college boards. Gunther finishes the book he was writing, and he takes 

Johnny to Neurological Hospital for an exam. Mount takes some fluid as a sample but is only able 

to extract very little from the stone-sized, rigid structure. Gunther is told Johnny has glioma 

multiforme, one of the worst forms of tumor, and it is rapidly worsening. Penfield urges Gunther to 
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have him undergo a drastic second operation to try and clear out the tumor. They decide to take him 

off the Gerson diet. On May 1, Mount extracts "two handfuls" from the tumor, but the tumor is still 

huge. 

Johnny's bulge disappears and is replaced by a long-awaited concavity. On May 15, he is 

checked out of Neurological Hospital. On May 25, Mr. Boydon, the headmaster of Deerfield, calls 

and announces Johnny will receive his diploma because of his extra credits. They drive to 

Deerfield. Johnny attends all the graduation events and, on June 4, he marches to get his diploma 

despite his ill health. They repeat Johnny's earlier treatment—mustard gas, x-ray, Gerson diet, and 

possibly another operation, in that order of increasing intensity. On June 12, Johnny is sent back to 

Memorial Hospital. On June 27, Johnny suffers a worse attack of amnesia and the shivers. Johnny 

maintains his drive for Harvard, even though he has difficulty feeding himself, and his shiver 

attacks seem permanent. Frances visits on a Sunday, and on this day, Johnny regains his energy, 

enjoying a wonderful day with both parents. The next day, June 30, Johnny is fatigued. Gunther 

takes him to Memorial Hospital for a last test before he heads to the country. At home, Johnny has a 

bad headache, and morphine is sent to the house after he vomits a caffeine pill. Johnny grows hazier 

and Gunther calls Traeger to come over. Traeger tells Gunther that Johnny is dying from a cerebral 

hemorrhage. After several complications, they transport him to a nearby hospital. There, he is given 

extensive medical attention, but it is not enough. Johnny goes to sleep and never wakes, dying at 

11:02 P.M. 

Gunther transcribes the letters Johnny wrote in his life from age seven until near his death. 

Johnny's early letters display his sensitive, loving side, and his fascination with science and a 

variety of hobbies that he would take with him throughout his life. His last letter, to Frances, 

includes a scribbled note: "Scientists will save us all." 

Gunther also transcribes a diary that Johnny kept over the last few years; Johnny took the 

notebook with him wherever he was while sick. Since Johnny left the diary conspicuously in the 

open, Gunther and Frances believed he was using it indirectly to communicate to them thoughts he 

did not want to discuss. One entry lists the five-part "Gunther philosophy," which includes rules and 

reminders like the Confucian Golden Rule (do unto others as they would do unto you) and "No 

immortality." His post-tumor entries rarely touch upon his condition, but they continue with 

philosophical ruminations and directions, academic reports, and day-to-day news, though he 

occasionally exposes his fears and turbulent emotions. 

Frances narrates the final section. She brings up all the questions about life that death raises, 

which she says she discussed with Johnny throughout his illness; to her, he was not merely dying, 

he was re-born each day. The only answer she can muster to all the philosophical questions is that 

she wishes they had loved Johnny more. She wants to tell other parents to embrace their children, 

who are alive, not dead. She resolves again that the aim of life is to love, to eradicate hate, and that 

she hopes to love Johnny more and more until she dies—as that kind of love is a "love of love, the 

love of life." 

Diary of Anne Frank 
Anne Frank 

 

Anne’s diary begins on her thirteenth birthday, June 12, 1942, and ends shortly after her fifteenth. 

At the start of her diary, Anne describes fairly typical girlhood experiences, writing about her 

friendships with other girls, her crushes on boys, and her academic performance at school. Because 
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anti-Semitic laws forced Jews into separate schools, Anne and her older sister, Margot, attended the 

Jewish Lyceum in Amsterdam. 

The Franks had moved to the Netherlands in the years leading up to World War II to escape 

persecution in Germany. After the Germans invaded the Netherlands in 1940, the Franks were 

forced into hiding. With another family, the van Daans, and an acquaintance, Mr. Dussel, they 

moved into a small secret annex above Otto Frank’s office where they had stockpiled food and 

supplies. The employees from Otto’s firm helped hide the Franks and kept them supplied with food, 

medicine, and information about the outside world. 

The residents of the annex pay close attention to every development of the war by listening to the 

radio. Some bits of news catch Anne’s attention and make their way into her diary, providing a 

vivid historical context for her personal thoughts. The adults make optimistic bets about when the 

war will end, and their mood is severely affected by Allied setbacks or German advances. 

Amsterdam is devastated by the war during the two years the Franks are in hiding. All of the city’s 

residents suffer, since food becomes scarce and robberies more frequent. 

Anne often writes about her feelings of isolation and loneliness. She has a tumultuous relationship 

with the adults in the annex, particularly her mother, whom she considers lacking in love and 

affection. She adores her father, but she is frequently scolded and criticized by Mr. and Mrs. van 

Daan and Mr. Dussel. Anne thinks that her sister, Margot, is smart, pretty, and agreeable, but she 

does not feel close to her and does not write much about her. Anne eventually develops a close 

friendship with Peter van Daan, the teenage boy in the annex. Mr. Frank does not approve, 

however, and the intensity of Anne’s infatuation begins to lessen. 

Anne matures considerably throughout the course of her diary entries, moving from detailed 

accounts of basic activities to deeper, more profound thoughts about humanity and her own 

personal nature. She finds it difficult to understand why the Jews are being singled out and 

persecuted. Anne also confronts her own identity. Though she considers herself to be German, her 

German citizenship has been revoked, and though she calls Holland her home, many of the Dutch 

have turned against the Jews. Anne feels a tremendous solidarity with her aggrieved people, and yet 

at the same time she wants to be seen as an individual rather than a member of a persecuted group. 

During the two years recorded in her diary, Anne deals with confinement and deprivation, as well 

as the complicated and difficult issues of growing up in the brutal circumstances of the Holocaust. 

Her diary describes a struggle to define herself within this climate of oppression. Anne’s diary ends 

without comment on August 1, 1944, the end of a seemingly normal day that leaves us with the 

expectation of seeing another entry on the next page. However, the Frank family is betrayed to the 

Nazis and arrested on August 4, 1944. Anne’s diary, the observations of an imaginative, friendly, 

sometimes petty, and rather normal teenage girl, comes to an abrupt and silent end.  

Otto Frank is the family’s sole survivor, and he recovers Anne’s diary from Miep. He decides to 

fulfill Anne’s wishes by publishing the diary. Anne’s diary becomes a condemnation of the 

unimaginable horror of the Holocaust, and one of the few accounts that describe it from a young 

person’s perspective. 

Since Anne’s diary is a true personal account of a life in hiding, it is inappropriate to analyze it as a 

novel or other work of fiction. Parts of the diary were intended for public view, but others clearly 

were not. To appreciate and interpret the diary, it is necessary to consider its horrible context, 

World War II and the Holocaust, before any discussion of plot development or thematic content. 
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Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde 

 
Robert Louis Stevenson 

On their weekly walk, an eminently sensible, trustworthy lawyer named Mr. Utterson listens as his 

friend Enfield tells a gruesome tale of assault. The tale describes a sinister figure named Mr. Hyde 

who tramples a young girl, disappears into a door on the street, and reemerges to pay off her 

relatives with a check signed by a respectable gentleman. Since both Utterson and Enfield 

disapprove of gossip, they agree to speak no further of the matter. It happens, however, that one of 

Utterson’s clients and close friends, Dr. Jekyll, has written a will transferring all of his property to 

this same Mr. Hyde. Soon, Utterson begins having dreams in which a faceless figure stalks through 

a nightmarish version of London.  

Puzzled, the lawyer visits Jekyll and their mutual friend Dr. Lanyon to try to learn more. Lanyon 

reports that he no longer sees much of Jekyll, since they had a dispute over the course of Jekyll’s 

research, which Lanyon calls “unscientific balderdash.” Curious, Utterson stakes out a building that 

Hyde visits—which, it turns out, is a laboratory attached to the back of Jekyll’s home. Encountering 

Hyde, Utterson is amazed by how undefinably ugly the man seems, as if deformed, though Utterson 

cannot say exactly how. Much to Utterson’s surprise, Hyde willingly offers Utterson his address. 

Jekyll tells Utterson not to concern himself with the matter of Hyde. 

A year passes uneventfully. Then, one night, a servant girl witnesses Hyde brutally beat to death an 

old man named Sir Danvers Carew, a member of Parliament and a client of Utterson. The police 

contact Utterson, and Utterson suspects Hyde as the murderer. He leads the officers to Hyde’s 

apartment, feeling a sense of foreboding amid the eerie weather—the morning is dark and wreathed 

in fog. When they arrive at the apartment, the murderer has vanished, and police searches prove 

futile. Shortly thereafter, Utterson again visits Jekyll, who now claims to have ended all relations 

with Hyde; he shows Utterson a note, allegedly written to Jekyll by Hyde, apologizing for the 

trouble he has caused him and saying goodbye. That night, however, Utterson’s clerk points out that 

Hyde’s handwriting bears a remarkable similarity to Jekyll’s own. 

For a few months, Jekyll acts especially friendly and sociable, as if a weight has been lifted from 

his shoulders. But then Jekyll suddenly begins to refuse visitors, and Lanyon dies from some kind 

of shock he received in connection with Jekyll. Before dying, however, Lanyon gives Utterson a 

letter, with instructions that he not open it until after Jekyll’s death. Meanwhile, Utterson goes out 

walking with Enfield, and they see Jekyll at a window of his laboratory; the three men begin to 

converse, but a look of horror comes over Jekyll’s face, and he slams the window and disappears. 

Soon afterward, Jekyll’s butler, Mr. Poole, visits Utterson in a state of desperation: Jekyll has 

secluded himself in his laboratory for several weeks, and now the voice that comes from the room 

sounds nothing like the doctor’s. Utterson and Poole travel to Jekyll’s house through empty, 

windswept, sinister streets; once there, they find the servants huddled together in fear. After arguing 

for a time, the two of them resolve to break into Jekyll’s laboratory. Inside, they find the body of 

Hyde, wearing Jekyll’s clothes and apparently dead by suicide—and a letter from Jekyll to Utterson 

promising to explain everything. 

Utterson takes the document home, where first he reads Lanyon’s letter; it reveals that Lanyon’s 

deterioration and eventual death were caused by the shock of seeing Mr. Hyde take a potion and 

metamorphose into Dr. Jekyll. The second letter constitutes a testament by Jekyll. It explains how 

Jekyll, seeking to separate his good side from his darker impulses, discovered a way to transform 
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himself periodically into a deformed monster free of conscience—Mr. Hyde. At first, Jekyll reports, 

he delighted in becoming Hyde and rejoiced in the moral freedom that the creature possessed. 

Eventually, however, he found that he was turning into Hyde involuntarily in his sleep, even 

without taking the potion. At this point, Jekyll resolved to cease becoming Hyde. One night, 

however, the urge gripped him too strongly, and after the transformation he immediately rushed out 

and violently killed Sir Danvers Carew. Horrified, Jekyll tried more adamantly to stop the 

transformations, and for a time he proved successful; one day, however, while sitting in a park, he 

suddenly turned into Hyde, the first time that an involuntary metamorphosis had happened while he 

was awake. 

The letter continues describing Jekyll’s cry for help. Far from his laboratory and hunted by the 

police as a murderer, Hyde needed Lanyon’s help to get his potions and become Jekyll again—but 

when he undertook the transformation in Lanyon’s presence, the shock of the sight instigated 

Lanyon’s deterioration and death. Meanwhile, Jekyll returned to his home, only to find himself ever 

more helpless and trapped as the transformations increased in frequency and necessitated even 

larger doses of potion in order to reverse themselves. It was the onset of one of these spontaneous 

metamorphoses that caused Jekyll to slam his laboratory window shut in the middle of his 

conversation with Enfield and Utterson. Eventually, the potion began to run out, and Jekyll was 

unable to find a key ingredient to make more. His ability to change back from Hyde into Jekyll 

slowly vanished. Jekyll writes that even as he composes his letter he knows that he will soon 

become Hyde permanently, and he wonders if Hyde will face execution for his crimes or choose to 

kill himself. Jekyll notes that, in any case, the end of his letter marks the end of the life of Dr. 

Jekyll. With these words, both the document and the novel come to a close. 

Frankenstein 

Mary Shelley 

In a series of letters, Robert Walton, the captain of a ship bound for the North Pole, recounts to his 

sister back in England the progress of his dangerous mission. Successful early on, the mission is 

soon interrupted by seas full of impassable ice. Trapped, Walton encounters Victor Frankenstein, 

who has been traveling by dog-drawn sledge across the ice and is weakened by the cold. Walton 

takes him aboard ship, helps nurse him back to health, and hears the fantastic tale of the monster 

that Frankenstein created.  

Victor first describes his early life in Geneva. At the end of a blissful childhood spent in the 

company of Elizabeth Lavenza (his cousin in the 1818 edition, his adopted sister in the 1831 

edition) and friend Henry Clerval, Victor enters the university of Ingolstadt to study natural 

philosophy and chemistry. There, he is consumed by the desire to discover the secret of life and, 

after several years of research, becomes convinced that he has found it. 

Armed with the knowledge he has long been seeking, Victor spends months feverishly fashioning a 

creature out of old body parts. One climactic night, in the secrecy of his apartment, he brings his 

creation to life. When he looks at the monstrosity that he has created, however, the sight horrifies 

him. After a fitful night of sleep, interrupted by the specter of the monster looming over him, he 

runs into the streets, eventually wandering in remorse. Victor runs into Henry, who has come to 

study at the university, and he takes his friend back to his apartment. Though the monster is gone, 

Victor falls into a feverish illness. 
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Sickened by his horrific deed, Victor prepares to return to Geneva, to his family, and to health. Just 

before departing Ingolstadt, however, he receives a letter from his father informing him that his 

youngest brother, William, has been murdered. Grief-stricken, Victor hurries home. While passing 

through the woods where William was strangled, he catches sight of the monster and becomes 

convinced that the monster is his brother’s murderer. Arriving in Geneva, Victor finds that Justine 

Moritz, a kind, gentle girl who had been adopted by the Frankenstein household, has been accused. 

She is tried, condemned, and executed, despite her assertions of innocence. Victor grows 

despondent, guilty with the knowledge that the monster he has created bears responsibility for the 

death of two innocent loved ones. 

Hoping to ease his grief, Victor takes a vacation to the mountains. While he is alone one day, 

crossing an enormous glacier, the monster approaches him. The monster admits the murder of 

William but begs for understanding. Lonely, shunned, and forlorn, he says that he struck out at 

William in a desperate attempt to injure Victor, his cruel creator. The monster begs Victor to create 

a mate for him, a monster equally grotesque to serve as his sole companion. 

Victor refuses at first, horrified by the prospect of creating a second monster. The monster is 

eloquent and persuasive, however, and he eventually convinces Victor. After returning to Geneva, 

Victor heads for England, accompanied by Henry, to gather information for the creation of a female 

monster. Leaving Henry in Scotland, he secludes himself on a desolate island in the Orkneys and 

works reluctantly at repeating his first success. One night, struck by doubts about the morality of his 

actions, Victor glances out the window to see the monster glaring in at him with a frightening grin. 

Horrified by the possible consequences of his work, Victor destroys his new creation. The monster, 

enraged, vows revenge, swearing that he will be with Victor on Victor’s wedding night. 

Later that night, Victor takes a boat out onto a lake and dumps the remains of the second creature in 

the water. The wind picks up and prevents him from returning to the island. In the morning, he 

finds himself ashore near an unknown town. Upon landing, he is arrested and informed that he will 

be tried for a murder discovered the previous night. Victor denies any knowledge of the murder, but 

when shown the body, he is shocked to behold his friend Henry Clerval, with the mark of the 

monster’s fingers on his neck. Victor falls ill, raving and feverish, and is kept in prison until his 

recovery, after which he is acquitted of the crime. 

Shortly after returning to Geneva with his father, Victor marries Elizabeth. He fears the monster’s 

warning and suspects that he will be murdered on his wedding night. To be cautious, he sends 

Elizabeth away to wait for him. While he awaits the monster, he hears Elizabeth scream and 

realizes that the monster had been hinting at killing his new bride, not himself. Victor returns home 

to his father, who dies of grief a short time later. Victor vows to devote the rest of his life to finding 

the monster and exacting his revenge, and he soon departs to begin his quest. 

Victor tracks the monster ever northward into the ice. In a dogsled chase, Victor almost catches up 

with the monster, but the sea beneath them swells and the ice breaks, leaving an unbridgeable gap 

between them. At this point, Walton encounters Victor, and the narrative catches up to the time of 

Walton’s fourth letter to his sister. 

Walton tells the remainder of the story in another series of letters to his sister. Victor, already ill 

when the two men meet, worsens and dies shortly thereafter. When Walton returns, several days 

later, to the room in which the body lies, he is startled to see the monster weeping over Victor. The 

monster tells Walton of his immense solitude, suffering, hatred, and remorse. He asserts that now 

javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/frankenstein/terms/char_8.html',%20'582eba5e48',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/frankenstein/terms/char_8.html',%20'582eba5e48',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/frankenstein/terms/char_4.html',%20'934c34e5d3',%20500)


 18 

that his creator has died, he too can end his suffering. The monster then departs for the 

northernmost ice to die. 

 

East Of Eden 

 
John Steinbeck 

In the late nineteenth century, a man named Samuel Hamilton settles in the Salinas Valley in 

northern California. He brings his strict but loving wife, Liza, with him from Ireland. Although 

Samuel is well respected in the community, he never becomes a wealthy man. The Hamiltons go on 

to have nine children and become a prominent family in the valley.  

Adam Trask, meanwhile, settles in the valley with his pregnant wife Cathy where he eventually 

becomes friends with Samuel Hamilton. Before moving to California, Adam lives on a farm in 

Connecticut with his half-brother, Charles. The dark and moody Charles resents the fact that his and 

Adam’s father, Cyrus, has always favored the good-natured Adam. Upon his death, Cyrus leaves 

his sons a large and unexpected fortune, probably stolen during his days as an administrator in the 

U.S. Army. Despite their newfound wealth, Adam and Charles remain unable to get along. Charles 

is disgusted at his brother’s marriage to Cathy, who, unbeknownst to Adam or Charles, is a former 

prostitute who murdered her parents and stole their money. Although Charles despises Cathy, he 

takes her into his bed after she drugs Adam on their wedding night. 

Adam and Cathy move to California, as Adam proves unable to live peacefully with Charles in 

Connecticut. In Salinas, Cathy learns she is pregnant and attempts to abort her baby in order to 

prevent any furtherance of ties to her husband. She is desperate to escape Adam despite the fact that 

he loves her and provides for her. The abortion is unsuccessful, and Cathy eventually gives birth to 

twins, Aron and Caleb (Cal). It is clear from the start, however, that Cathy does not care about the 

infants and wants to leave the household as soon as possible. One day, Cathy shoots Adam, flees 

the house, and moves to Salinas proper to resume her life as a prostitute. Adam decides to cover for 

Cathy by lying to the local sheriff and saying that his gunshot wound was an accident. 

Cathy wins the trust of Faye, the madam of a local brothel, then poisons her and fools the doctors 

and other prostitutes into thinking that Faye died naturally. Cathy assumes control of the brothel 

and starts to blackmail powerful men in Salinas with photographs of them performing 

sadomasochistic sex acts with her and her prostitutes. To protect the dazed Adam and his twin boys, 

neither Samuel Hamilton nor Lee, Adam’s housekeeper, tells Adam or the boys that Cathy works at 

a brothel. 

As the twins grow older, Aron manifests his father’s good heart, whereas Cal exhibits his mother’s 

ruthlessness and tendency to manipulate. By the time they reach early adolescence, however, Cal 

actively struggles against his dark side and prays to God to make him more like Aron. Adam, 

meanwhile, remains melancholy and listless for years after Cathy’s departure. In order to jolt Adam 

out of his despondency, Samuel finally tells him the truth about Cathy. Samuel dies soon afterward. 

After Samuel’s funeral, Adam visits Cathy at the brothel. Her deteriorating body and cynical, 

vulgar talk make Adam realize that he can now move on and forget her, as she is a repugnant 

creature who has become irrelevant to his life. Cathy, however, is desperate to retain power over 
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Adam. She even offers to have sex with him to keep him in the brothel and prove that he is no 

better than she. Adam refuses and leaves with a serene smile. 

After his triumph over Cathy, Adam becomes a livelier and more committed father to his boys. 

Adam decides to move the family off the ranch and into the town of Salinas so that Aron and Cal 

can attend school. The twins are assigned to the seventh grade, and Aron begins a relationship with 

Abra, the goodhearted daughter of a corrupt county supervisor. Cal continues to struggle with his 

dark side, and when he finally happens to discover the truth about his mother, he believes that her 

evil has been passed down to him. But Adam’s housekeeper, Lee, who has extensively researched 

the biblical story of Cain and Abel, advises Cal that God intends each individual to choose his own 

moral destiny rather than be constrained by the legacy of his parents. This idea, encapsulated by the 

Hebrew word timshel (meaning “thou mayest”), counters Cal’s fatalistic idea that he has inherited 

his mother’s evil and sin. 

Aron gradually withdraws into religious fervor in order to shield himself from the corruption of the 

world—an approach that Abra and Lee consider cowardly. Adam, meanwhile, squanders the family 

fortune on a poorly executed business venture involving refrigerated shipping of vegetables. Aron 

graduates from high school early and leaves for Stanford University. Adam misses Aron terribly, 

thinking him smarter and more ambitious than Cal. 

However, Cal, in collaboration with Will Hamilton, one of Samuel’s sons, works secretly to earn 

back the fortune his father lost on the failed refrigeration business. Cal also hopes to make enough 

money to pay for Aron’s tuition at Stanford. In the strained economy of World War I, Will and Cal 

buy beans from local farmers at an unfairly low price and sell the beans, in turn, to desperate British 

buyers at an unfairly high price. The venture nets Cal thousands of dollars, which he plans to give 

to his father as a gift at Thanksgiving. 

Aron, who is miserable at Stanford, comes home for Thanksgiving. Adam is thrilled to see Aron but 

appalled by Cal’s gift of money. Adam considers the money to be earned dishonestly and tells Cal 

to give it back to the farmers from whom he stole it. Enraged and jealous of Adam’s obvious 

preference for Aron, Cal loses control of his anger and rashly tells Aron the truth about their 

mother, Cathy. When Cal takes Aron to the brothel to show him that Cathy is still alive, the 

revelation crushes the fragile Aron, who screams incoherently and runs away. The next day, the 

shattered Aron joins the Army, while Cathy, horrified by her son’s reaction to her, commits suicide 

by overdosing on morphine. She leaves her entire fortune—part of it inherited from Charles, part of 

it earned through blackmail and prostitution—to Aron. 

When Adam discovers that Aron has joined the Army, he lapses into a state of shock. Lee talks to 

Cal about the idea of timshel and urges Cal to remember that, despite his guilt, he is a normal, 

flawed human being—not an aberrant embodiment of evil. This discussion makes Cal feel 

somewhat better, and he is able to begin a relationship with Abra, who is no longer in love with 

Aron. 

A telegram arrives informing the family that Aron has been killed in World War I. Adam has a 

severe stroke upon hearing the news, and Lee brings Abra and Cal to see Adam on his deathbed. 

Lee informs Adam that the guilt-stricken Cal told Aron about their mother only because Cal was 

convinced that their father loved Aron more than him. Lee asks Adam to offer his blessing to Cal 

before he dies. At this, Adam raises his hand and whispers the single word timshel. 
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Fahrenheit 451 

 
Ray Bradbury 

Guy Montag is a fireman who burns books in a futuristic American city. In Montag’s world, 

firemen start fires rather than putting them out. The people in this society do not read books, enjoy 

nature, spend time by themselves, think independently, or have meaningful conversations. Instead, 

they drive very fast, watch excessive amounts of television on wall-size sets, and listen to the radio 

on “Seashell Radio” sets attached to their ears. 

Montag encounters a gentle seventeen-year-old girl named Clarisse McClellan, who opens his eyes 

to the emptiness of his life with her innocently penetrating questions and her unusual love of people 

and nature. Over the next few days, Montag experiences a series of disturbing events. First, his 

wife, Mildred, attempts suicide by swallowing a bottle of sleeping pills. Then, when he responds to 

an alarm that an old woman has a stash of hidden literature, the woman shocks him by choosing to 

be burned alive along with her books. A few days later, he hears that Clarisse has been killed by a 

speeding car. Montag’s dissatisfaction with his life increases, and he begins to search for a solution 

in a stash of books that he has stolen from his own fires and hidden inside an air-conditioning vent. 

When Montag fails to show up for work, his fire chief, Beatty, pays a visit to his house. Beatty 

explains that it’s normal for a fireman to go through a phase of wondering what books have to offer, 

and he delivers a dizzying monologue explaining how books came to be banned in the first place. 

According to Beatty, special-interest groups and other “minorities” objected to books that offended 

them. Soon, books all began to look the same, as writers tried to avoid offending anybody. This was 

not enough, however, and society as a whole decided to simply burn books rather than permit 

conflicting opinions. Beatty tells Montag to take twenty-four hours or so to see if his stolen books 

contain anything worthwhile and then turn them in for incineration. Montag begins a long and 

frenzied night of reading. 

Overwhelmed by the task of reading, Montag looks to his wife for help and support, but she prefers 

television to her husband’s company and cannot understand why he would want to take the terrible 

risk of reading books. He remembers that he once met a retired English professor named Faber 

sitting in a park, and he decides that this man might be able to help him understand what he reads. 

He visits Faber, who tells him that the value of books lies in the detailed awareness of life that they 

contain. Faber says that Montag needs not only books but also the leisure to read them and the 

freedom to act upon their ideas. 

Faber agrees to help Montag with his reading, and they concoct a risky scheme to overthrow the 

status quo. Faber will contact a printer and begin reproducing books, and Montag will plant books 

in the homes of firemen to discredit the profession and to destroy the machinery of censorship. 

Faber gives him a two-way radio earpiece (the “green bullet”) so that he can hear what Montag 

hears and talk to him secretly. 

Montag goes home, and soon two of his wife’s friends arrive to watch television. The women 

discuss their families and the war that is about to be declared in an extremely frivolous manner. 

Their superficiality angers him, and he takes out a book of poetry and reads “Dover Beach” by 

Matthew Arnold. Faber buzzes in his ear for him to be quiet, and Mildred tries to explain that the 

poetry reading is a standard way for firemen to demonstrate the uselessness of literature. The 

women are extremely disturbed by the poem and leave to file a complaint against Montag. 
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Montag goes to the fire station and hands over one of his books to Beatty. Beatty confuses Montag 

by barraging him with contradictory quotations from great books. Beatty exploits these 

contradictions to show that literature is morbid and dangerously complex, and that it deserves 

incineration. Suddenly, the alarm sounds, and they rush off to answer the call, only to find that the 

alarm is at Montag’s own house. Mildred gets into a cab with her suitcase, and Montag realizes that 

his own wife has betrayed him. 

Beatty forces Montag to burn the house himself; when he is done, Beatty places him under arrest. 

When Beatty continues to berate Montag, Montag turns the flamethrower on his superior and 

proceeds to burn him to ashes. Montag knocks the other firemen unconscious and runs. The 

Mechanical Hound, a monstrous machine that Beatty has set to attack Montag, pounces and injects 

Montag’s leg with a large dose of anesthetic. Montag manages to destroy it with his flamethrower; 

then he walks off the numbness in his leg and escapes with some books that were hidden in his 

backyard. He hides these in another fireman’s house and calls in an alarm from a pay phone. 

Montag goes to Faber’s house, where he learns that a new Hound has been put on his trail, along 

with several helicopters and a television crew. Faber tells Montag that he is leaving for St. Louis to 

see a retired printer who may be able to help them. Montag gives Faber some money and tells him 

how to remove Montag’s scent from his house so the Hound will not enter it. Montag then takes 

some of Faber’s old clothes and runs off toward the river. The whole city watches as the chase 

unfolds on TV, but Montag manages to escape in the river and change into Faber’s clothes to 

disguise his scent. He drifts downstream into the country and follows a set of abandoned railroad 

tracks until he finds a group of renegade intellectuals (“the Book People”), led by a man named 

Granger, who welcome him. They are a part of a nationwide network of book lovers who have 

memorized many great works of literature and philosophy. They hope that they may be of some 

help to mankind in the aftermath of the war that has just been declared. Montag’s role is to 

memorize the Book of Ecclesiastes. Enemy jets appear in the sky and completely obliterate the city 

with bombs. Montag and his new friends move on to search for survivors and rebuild civilization. 
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The Hunchback of Notre Dame 

 
Victor Hugo 

During the 1482 Festival of Fools in Paris, Quasimodo, the hunchback of Notre Dame, is elected 

the Pope of Fools for being the ugliest person in Paris. He is hoisted on a throne and paraded around 

Paris by the jeering mob. Pierre Gringoire, a struggling poet and philosopher, tries unsuccessfully to 

get the crowd to watch his play instead of the parade. Archdeacon Claude Frolloappears and stops 

the parade and orders Quasimodo back to Notre Dame with him. Looking for something to eat, 

Gringoire admires the graceful beauty of La Esmerelda, a gypsy street dancer, and decides to follow 

her home. After rounding a corner, she is suddenly attacked by Quasimodo and Frollo. Gringoire 

rushes to help her but is knocked out by Quasimodo as Frollo runs away. The King's Archers, led 

by Phoebus de Chateaupersarrive just in time and capture the hunchback. Later that night, a group 

of beggars and thieves are about to hang Gringoire when La Esmerelda comes forward and offers to 

save his life by "marrying" him for four years only. 

The next day, Quasimodo is put on trial and sentenced to two hours of torture in the Place de 

Grève. He suffers both the pain of being stretched and pulled apart as well as being publicly 

humiliated by the crowd of people, who hate him for his ugliness. He begs for water, but no one 

answers his pleas until La Esmerelda comes forth and brings him something to drink. Nearby, a 

recluse called Sister Gudule, screams at La Esmerelda for being a "gypsy child- thief" and blames 

her for her daughter's kidnapping fifteen years earlier. A few months later, La Esmerelda is dancing 

in front of Notre Dame and Phoebus calls her over to him. She has fallen in love with him and 

blushes when he asks her to meet him later that night. Frollo watches them from the top of Notre 

Dame and becomes insanely jealous of Phoebus. His obsessive lust for La Esmerelda has made him 

renounce God and study alchemy and black magic. In his secret cell at Notre Dame, he plans to trap 

La Esmerelda like a spider catching a fly with its web. Later that night he follows Phoebus to his 

tryst with La Esmerelda and stabs Phoebus repeatedly. He escapes and La Esmerelda is captured by 

the King's guard. 

After being tortured at her trial, La Esmerelda falsely confesses to killing Phoebus and being 

a witch. She is sentenced to hang in the Place de Grève. Frollo visits her in jail and declares his 

love. He begs her to love him and show him some pity but she calls him a "goblin-monk" and a 

murderer, refusing to have anything to do with him. Before her execution, La Esmerelda is publicly 

humiliated in front of Notre Dame. Looking across the square, she suddenly sees Phoebus and calls 

out his name. He actually survived the murder attempt but doesn't want anyone to know that he was 

injured. He turns away from La Esmerelda and enters the house of his bride-to-be. Just then, 

Quasimodo swings down on a rope from Notre Dame and carries her back to the cathedral, crying 

out "Sanctuary!" He had fallen in love with her when she brought him water and had been planning 

her escape all along. 

La Esmerelda is safe from execution just as long as she stays inside the cathedral. At first, she 

finds it hard to even look at Quasimodo, but they form an uneasy friendship. Even though he is 

deaf, he enjoys being around her when she sings. Meanwhile, a group of vagabonds resolves to save 

La Esmerelda after hearing that Parliament has ordered that she be removed from Notre Dame. But 

when Quasimodo sees them attack the cathedral, he thinks they have come to kill La Esmerelda and 

he fends them off as best he can, killing a large number of them. Frollo has used the attack as a 

diversion to sneak La Esmerelda out of the cathedral. He offers her two choices: she can either say 

she loves him or be hanged. She demands to be executed and he leaves her with Sister Gudule. To 
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their astonishment, they discover that they are mother and daughter. Gudule tries to protect La 

Esmerelda, but it is too late. Back at Notre Dame, Quasimodo goes to the top of the north tower to 

find her. Gazing off into the distance, he sees the figure of La Esmerelda in a white dress hanging 

from the scaffold. He bellows out in despair and grabs Frollo by the neck. Holding him up in the 

air, Quasimodo sighs with grief and then throws Frollo down to his death. Looking at La Esmerelda 

hanging off in the distance and Frollo's wrangled corpse down below, Quasimodo cries out: "There 

is everything I ever loved!" Quasimodo is never seen again. Years later when a gravedigger 

stumbles across La Esmerelda's remains, he finds the skeleton of a hunchback curled around her. 
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The Importance of Being Earnest 

 
Oscar Wilde 

The play begins in the flat of Algernon Moncrieff, an upper-class English bachelor. He is visited by 

his friend Jack Worthing—though Algernon and everyone else in London know Jack as "Ernest." 

Jack says that he has come to town to propose to Gwendolen Fairfax, the daughter of Lady 

Bracknell and first cousin of Algernon. Algernon tells Jack that he refuses to give his consent as 

first cousin for Jack to marry Gwendolen until Jack can explain why the name Cecilyis inscribed in 

Jack's cigarette case. After making up a story about an old aunt, Jack finally admits to Algernon that 

Cecily is his ward who lives in the country. Jack also admits to Algernon that his name is not Ernest 

but rather Jack, which is what everyone at his country Manor House calls him. Algernon jokingly 

accuses Jack of "Bunburying," the practice of pretending that one has a friend in some other part of 

the world which gives one an excuse to leave whatever part of the world where he currently is. 

Algernon explains that he himself has an imaginary friend called Bunbury who frequently gets sick, 

giving Algernon an excuse to get out of London social obligations. 

Gwendolen and Lady Bracknell arrive at Algernon's flat for tea. Algernon tells Lady 

Bracknell that, due to the illness of his friend Bunbury, he must leave London, and as a result will 

not be able to attend her dinner that night. He distracts her in a different room for a while so that 

Jack can propose to Gwendolen. Jack tells Gwendolen that he loves her, and she replies that she 

loves him too, particularly because he is named Ernest, a name that "seems to inspire absolute 

confidence." Jack, knowing that his name is actually Jack, gets worried, and privately resolves to 

get baptized and change his name. Gwendolen, meanwhile, accepts his proposal just as Lady 

Bracknell returns; Lady Bracknell announces that Gwendolen may not marry Jack until she gives 

her approval. Algernon and Gwendolen exit while Lady Bracknell interrogates Jack to determine 

how suitable a husband he is. She is pleased with his answers until she asks him about his parents. 

When Jack admits that he was abandoned by his parents and found in a handbag by a Mr. Thomas 

Cardew in Victoria Station, Lady Bracknell is horrified. She refuses to let her daughter marry a man 

with no knowledge of his own parentage, and suggests to Jack that he "find some relatives." 

Gwendolen returns, having heard of Lady Bracknell's disapproval, and agrees to meet Jack at 

his country estate to figure out what to do. He gives her the address, which is overheard and copied 

down by Algernon. 

Act II begins in Jack's country estate, where his ward, Cecily, is learning German and 

geography at the hands of Miss Prism, a tutor who once wrote a long novel that mysteriously 

disappeared. Miss Prism, in between teaching Cecily, likes to flirt with the house Rector, Dr. 

Chasuble. While she is taking a walk with him, Algernon, pretending to be Jack's brother Ernest, 

arrives to meet Cecily. The two show an immediate romantic interest in one another, and go into the 

house to get food together. As they leave, Prism and Chasuble return from their work and meet Jack 

as he arrives back home from the city. He is dressed in mourning in order to keep up the ruse that 

his brother, who does not actually exist, has died. While speaking with Chasuble and Prism, Cecily 

comes out of the house and sees Jack, and quickly informs him that his brother has returned. Jack is 

shocked and angered when his "brother" Algernon comes out of the house. As the others exit to 

allow the two reunited brothers time to resolve their differences, Jack tells Algernon that he must 

leave the house at once. Algernon replies that he will only if Jack changes out of his morbid 

mourning clothes. As Jack exits to do so, Cecily returns. Algernon proposes to her, and she agrees, 

although she tells him that she particularly loves him because he is named Ernest, a name that 
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"seems to inspire absolute confidence." Cecily, in fact, has been pretending in her journal to be 

engaged to "Ernest" ever since she first found out that her guardian had a brother. Algernon grows 

secretly worried about the fact that he is not named Ernest; he resolves to get rechristened. 

After Algernon exits, Gwendolen arrives to see Jack, but in the meantime she chats with 

Cecily, whom she has never before met. Gwendolen is surprised to hear that "Ernest" has a ward 

but has never told her about it. Cecily is confused when Gwendolen says that she is engaged to 

Ernest, and things become heated as they realize that they may be engaged to the same man. Both 

try to refute the engagement claims of the other, and when that fails, they sit in silent hostility until 

Algernon and Jack re-enter. They confess that they have lied about their names and that neither of 

them is named Ernest. The two women are shocked, and because both are engaged to a man named 

Ernest, they retreat together into the house to await the appearance of this brother named Ernest. 

Meanwhile, Jack begins to panic while Algernon sits back and stuffs himself full of muffins. 

 Act III is set inside the Manor House. Algernon and Jack enter shortly after 

the Act begins. Algernon tells Cecily that he lied to her only so that he could have a chance 

to see her, and Jack confesses to Gwendolen that he lied to her about having a brother so 

that he could spend more time in the city with her. The women are satisfied, although they 

still cannot accept the men because they are not named Ernest. When the men reply that they 

are scheduled to be christened that afternoon, all seems well, until suddenly Lady Bracknell 

arrives. She again refuses to give her consent to the Jack-Gwendolen engagement. Algernon 

tells her that he is engaged to Cecily, and when Lady Bracknell learns that Cecily is 

extremely wealthy thanks to her father's estate, she gives her consent. However, as Cecily's 

legal guardian, Jack will not give his consent to the marriage unless Lady Bracknell 

approves of his engagement to Gwendolen. Lady Bracknell again refuses and prepares to 

leave with Gwendolen. Dr. Chasuble enters and learns that a christening will no longer be 

necessary, so he resolves to return to Miss Prism. Lady Bracknell, suddenly realizing that 

she once employed a Miss Prism to take care of her sister's baby, asks to see Miss Prism, 

who readily appears. Lady Bracknell demands to know what happened to the baby, which 

we soon find out disappeared twenty-eight years previously when Miss Prism was supposed 

to be taking it for a stroll in the perambulator. Miss Prism confesses that she accidentally put 

her three-volume novel in the perambulator and the baby in her handbag, which she 

mistakenly left in the cloakroom at Victoria Station. Jack, suddenly realizing that he was 

that baby, fetches the briefcase in which he was found, which Miss Prism confirms as being 

hers. Lady Bracknell tells Jack that he is the son of her sister and the elder brother of 

Algernon. A search through the military periodicals of the time reveals that their father's 

first name was Ernest, and because first sons are always named after the father, they realize 

that Jack's name has, indeed, all along been Ernest. Overjoyed, Jack realizes that he has 

been telling the truth his whole life even though he thought he was lying. In the end, he gets 

together with Gwendolen, Algernon gets together with Cecily, and although Lady Bracknell 

accuses Jack of triviality, he retorts that he has only just discovered "the vital Importance of 

Being Earnest." 
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Inherit The Wind 

 
Jerome Lawrence & Robert E. Lee 

At the courthouse in Hillsboro, a small Southern town, Bertram Cates is behind bars, awaiting trial 

for teaching his students about Darwin’s theory of evolution. Rachel Brown, a friend and fellow 

teacher who also is the daughter of the town’s minister, visits Cates. She brings Cates some clean 

clothes and urges him to plead guilty and throw himself at the mercy of the court. Cates remains 

firm in his resolve. 

Hillsboro erupts with excitement as prominent lawyers and journalists arrive for the trial. E. K. 

Hornbeck, a critic for the Baltimore Herald, surveys the scene and makes wisecracks. The Bible-

thumping politician Matthew Harrison Brady, who leads the prosecution, arrives to a warm 

welcome from the townspeople and a picnic in his honor. Brady meets with Reverend Brown, 

District Attorney Tom Davenport, and the mayor. Brady also holds a confidential discussion with 

Rachel about her friendship with Cates. Rachel leaves the discussion feeling that she has betrayed 

her friend. 

Hornbeck informs the crowd that the prominent litigator Henry Drummond will represent the 

defense. The mayor names Brady an honorary colonel in the state militia. Reverend Brown and the 

mayor discuss how they might prevent Drummond from entering Hillsboro. When the crowd 

disperses, Rachel and Hornbeck discuss Hornbeck’s columns, which portray Cates as a hero. 

Around sunset, Hornbeck greets Drummond, who has just arrived in town. 

A few days later, Drummond, Brady, Davenport, and the judge conduct jury selection. They accept 

the illiterate Mr. Bannister. Brady makes a joke about Drummond’s bright purple suspenders, but 

Drummond turns the tables by revealing that he bought the suspenders in Brady’s Nebraska 

hometown. As jury selection continues, Brady rejects Mr. Dunlap, a fervent supporter of Brady. 

Drummond mockingly objects to Brady’s honorary title of “colonel,” so the judge grants 

Drummond the same title to even the score. Brady and Drummond accept Sillers, a feed store 

employee, as a juror. Drummond, who argues that the evolutionist movement should be given the 

same amount of attention as the fundamentalist movement, notes that the townspeople have erected 

a sign commanding “Read Your Bible!” in the town square and have advertised prayer meetings. 

Frustrated by Drummond’s demands, the judge declares the court in recess. 

A crowd of admirers surrounds Brady as he leaves the courtroom, but no one dares to come near 

Drummond. Before Drummond leaves the courtroom, Rachel expresses to him her concerns about 

the trial. Cates relates the hardships he has endured since his arrest. Drummond, who empathizes 

with Cates’s struggle and isolation, offers Cates the opportunity to change his plea on one 

condition: that Cates truly believes he has done wrong. Cates decides to persevere for his cause. 

Rachel, however, informs them that Brady has asked her to testify against Cates. A frantic Cates 

returns to his cell, concerned about the details of personal conversations that Rachel might betray. 

Drummond reassures Rachel that Brady is less powerful than she believes. Assuring her that Cates 

is fighting for a worthy cause, Drummond compliments Rachel on her strength in loving Cates. 

On the courthouse lawn, Brady leads a group of reporters to a prayer meeting that Reverend Brown 

is about to conduct. Brady tells the reporters about his former friendship with Drummond. Brown 

begins the prayer meeting with a quick recitation of the creation story presented in Genesis. He 

proceeds to incite the crowd into a frenzy. The climax of Reverend Brown’s rant is an incantation to 
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bring the fires of hell down on Cates. When Rachel protests, her father requests the same curse for 

her. Brady, disturbed by Brown’s zeal, interrupts and reminds the preacher of the Christian doctrine 

of forgiveness. Brady calls the prayer meeting to an end and then speaks to Drummond about their 

old ties and how they have drifted apart. 

Two days later, in the courtroom, Brady questions thirteen-year-old Howard Blair about Cates’s 

teaching. Howard confirms that Cates taught him that humans descended from “Old World 

Monkeys” and that his teachings on creation omitted any reference to God. Cross-examining 

Howard, Drummond asks the boy about evolutionary theory. The prosecution objects, but 

Drummond claims he is trying to establish the basic human right to think. The prosecution and the 

judge counter that the trial is not about the right to think. Drummond asks Howard whether 

evolutionary theory has harmed him, and the question confuses the boy. Drummond asks Howard if 

he believes what Cates taught him. Howard says he hasn’t made up his mind. Drummond then asks 

the boy what he thinks of modern technological advances that are not mentioned in the Bible. 

Howard is again confused, and Brady objects. Drummond rails against Brady’s absolute notions of 

right and wrong. Drummond asks Howard if he understands what is being discussed. When the boy 

says no, he is dismissed. 

The prosecution calls Rachel to the stand. To explain why Cates stopped attending church, Rachel 

tells the story of Tommy Stebbins. An intellectually curious boy, Stebbins was one of Cates’s 

favorite students. When Stebbins drowned in a local river, Rachel’s father preached that the boy 

would suffer eternal damnation because his parents never had him baptized. Upset both by the death 

of the boy and the preacher’s reaction, Cates stopped going to church. Brady asks Rachel further 

questions about her discussion of Cates’s ideas, but Rachel falters and becomes visibly upset. The 

prosecution rests its case. 

Drummond attempts to call several expert scientists to testify about evolutionary theory, but the 

judge says that their testimony is inadmissible. Drummond shifts gears and calls Brady to the stand 

as an expert on the Bible. Asking Brady several questions about Biblical passages that defy the 

tenets of modern science, Drummond catches Brady off balance and gains the support of the crowd. 

As Drummond exposes contradiction after contradiction in Brady’s views, Brady becomes 

hysterical and begins to shout names from the Bible. Davenport objects, and the judge adjourns the 

court. 

The next day, just before the jury reads its verdict, Cates and Drummond discuss Cates’s chances. 

A radio reporter enters the courtroom to set up his equipment. The mayor takes the judge aside and 

tells him that political forces in the state are growing worried about media coverage of the trial. The 

mayor implicitly tells the judge to pass a light sentence. The jury hands their verdict to the judge, 

who declares Cates guilty and fines him $100. The prosecution objects to the light sentence. 

Drummond demands an appeal, and the judge grants him thirty days to prepare it.  

The judge adjourns the court. Brady tries to read some prepared remarks, but the spectators in the 

courtroom begin to leave. Brady tries to deliver the speech to the radio reporter, but the reporter 

says that the station producer has cut him off. Brady has a mental breakdown and must be carried 

out of the courtroom as he deliriously recites what sounds like a presidential campaign victory 

speech. Hornbeck mocks Brady, while Cates expresses concern for him. 

Meeker, the bailiff, tells Cates that Hornbeck and the Baltimore Herald have posted $500 for 

Cates’s bail. Rachel tells Cates that she has decided to leave her father and that she has overcome 
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her fear of thinking for herself. Word arrives that Brady has died of a “busted belly,” and Cates, 

Rachel, and Drummond decide to leave together on the train out of town that evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidnapped 

 
Robert Louis Stevenson 

Kidnapped tells the story of David Balfour, a young man of the Lowlands, the southern part of 

Scotland. David's father, Alexander Balfour, has recently died, and his mother died some time 

before, so he is now an orphan. Since he is now seventeen years old, he has decided it is time to go 

and seek his fortune. Before he leaves for the city of Edinburgh, he meets with his guardian, Mr. 

Campbell. Campbell reveals that David has an uncle, Ebenezer Balfour, of the House of Shaws—

meaning that David is, to his surprise, from a wealthy family. David decides to go to Cramond, 

where his uncle lives, and meet his wealthy relatives. 

David walks two days to Edinburgh, and soon finds his way to Cramond. As he begins to ask 

about the House of Shaws, he finds it is an unpopular place. His Uncle Ebenezer seems particularly 

ill regarded by the community, and is in fact the only occupant of the house. Nevertheless, David 

continues on to the House of Shaws. Ebenezer gives him a cold welcome, and seems very interested 

in the death of David's father. Ebenezer treats David badly, almost as if David were a thief, but he 

wins some of David's respect by giving the lad nearly forty pounds. But when Ebenezer nearly 

sends David to his death in the tower adjacent to the house, David demands to know why his uncle 

hates him and, if he does, why he wants him to stay at the House of Shaws. 

A cabin boy, Ransome, arrives at the House of Shaws. He has been sent by Captain Hoseason 

of the Covenant, a ship that deals with some of Ebenezer's financial ventures. Hoseason has 

requested to see Ebenezer, so the old man decides to go to the port of Queensferry with Ransome 

and David. David is interested in seeing the ships at the port, so he willingly goes along. At first, 

Hoseason seems very pleasant. He even warns David that Ebenezer means mischief toward him. 

Hoseason then asks to speak to David on the boat, and David agrees, being interested in seeing 

more of the boat. Once he is on, however, the boat swiftly departs, and as he screams at the dock for 

help, the sailors knock David unconscious. 

He awakes in the dark storage deck of the Covenant. As he drifts in and out of sleep, he 

quickly becomes ill, and soon he is lingering near death. The ship's mate, Riach, demands that the 

boy be allowed to sleep in the healthier forecastle of the ship with the other sailors. Hoseason 

reluctantly agrees, and as David recovers he becomes friends with Riach and a few of the other 

sailors. Then, Ransome is accidentally killed by Mr. Shuan, and David becomes the new cabin boy. 

After a few days at this new job, the Covenant strikes and sinks another boat. One man 

survives, a strange Highland man dressed in the clothing of a French soldier. The stranger tells the 

captain that he is carrying the rent money for his disenfranchised chieftain. The two men make an 

agreement that Hoseason will drop the stranger off in Linnhe Loch, but no sooner is the captain 

gone from the Round-House—the officers' lounge where the visiting stranger is kept—when David 
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overhears the officers plotting to murder the stranger and take his belt. David tells this to the 

stranger, and agrees to fight by his side. The stranger says his name is Alan Breck Stewart. Alan 

and David successfully defend the Round-House from the sailors, Alan killing several men and 

even David taking two himself. Alan, impressed with David's courage, gives David a silver button 

from his coat. The captain and Alan negotiate, and the captain agrees to drop Alan and David off 

near Linnhe Loch. 

On the way, however, the ship strikes the Torran Rocks and goes down. David escapes and 

finds himself on an island. The island is separated from a larger main island only by a river, but he 

can find no way to cross the river. After a few days, a fisherman comes in a boat and reveals to him 

that the river gets very low at high tide, and David crosses easily. 

David then stays at a house, and discovers that Alan himself passed through, having survived 

the wreck. Alan left instructions that David should follow him to Torosay, and from there go to 

Alan's homeland of Appin. David heads this way, meeting several disreputable people along the 

way, including a notorious blind robber; but the young man manages to avoid any great dangers. He 

meets a pleasant old religious instructor, Henderland, who helps David secure a boat to take him to 

Appin. 

As soon as David arrives in Appin, he comes across a group of four men on horseback. One 

of the men is Colin Campbell, the King's Regent for that area, whose clan, the Campbells, are hated 

by Alan and his Stewart clan. As David speaks with Campbell, he is suddenly shot and killed by an 

unknown assailant. One of the people in Campbell's party accuses David of distracting Campbell so 

that he could be shot, and just as soldiers are about to apprehend David he is pulled away by Alan, 

who has been fishing nearby. 

Alan and David, now major suspects in the murder, flee to the woods. Alan swears he had 

nothing to do with the murder, but he must now draw attention away from the real killer. David 

believes Alan, and they escape to the home of James Stewart, or James of the Glens. James gives 

them a change of clothes and some little money, but he tells them that he will have to blame them 

for the murder and put our warrants for their arrest once they are safely gone, so that he will not be 

blamed for the murder. If James is killed, it will mean great difficulties for the Stewart clan. David 

and Alan agree to be the scapegoats, and Alan and David are soon fleeing through the wilderness 

once more. 

They hide for a whole day on top of a large rock while English soldiers roam around below, 

searching for them. They escape and go to a mountain where they rest for several days and send 

word to James, hoping to get a little more money so that Alan can escape to France. The messenger 

returns with a note from James' wife; James has been arrested for the murder. She also sends a little 

more money for David and Alan. 

The two continue on their flight, soon reaching the broad, flat region known as the moors. 

They take some time out to rest, but David oversleeps on his watch, and a troop of English soldiers 

nearly takes them by surprise. They must run through the wide, flat land on their hands and knees, 

hiding in small brush and behind rocks. They manage to escape and are ambushed by Highland men 

who, fortunately, turn out to be men of Cluny Macpherson, another disenfranchised Highland 

leader. Cluny takes them in his hideout in the mountain of Ben Alder, and while David sleeps for 

nearly three days, Alan and Cluny play cards. Alan gambles away all their money, including 

David's. Cluny agrees to give them their money back, plus more, but Cluny is mortified that they 
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thought he would keep the money, David is angry that Alan gambled it away and he has to swallow 

his pride and ask for it back, and Alan feels guilty for having gambled it all away. 

Alan and David continue on their journey toward the Lowlands, but David is now angry and 

bitter toward Alan. Alan feels remorseful for some time, but when David refuses to warm up at all, 

Alan thinks that he has personally suffered enough, and soon becomes his usual happy self, taunting 

David for being a Whig. Alan is a Jacobite, someone who believed the Stuarts, a Highland clan, 

should be on the throne, whereas Whigs were supporters of the current English monarchy, 

following the line of William and Mary. David's patience wears thin, and he viciously attacks 

Alan's honor. Realizing he cannot be forgiven for what he said, David pretends that he is about to 

die of exhaustion, and Alan becomes very worried and takes David to a house. 

Over the course of a month, David recovers. There is some brief trouble when Alan meets 

Robin Oig, one of the sons of the well-known Highlander Rob Roy Macgregor, who was also a 

Campbell. But instead of using guns, they duel by playing the bagpipes, and the two men quickly 

respect one another and a crisis is averted. 

David and Alan finally move on and, after some difficulties, reach Queensferry once more. 

They cross over and David meets with his family's lawyer, Mr. Rankeillor. Rankeillor believes his 

story, but David's uncle Ebenezer must be dealt with somehow. It turns out that Ebenezer and 

David's father had had a dispute over a woman, David's mother. They had finally come to an 

agreement—David's father married his mother, and Ebenezer took the estate and the Balfour 

fortune, although he was not the elder brother. Rankeillor says the agreement is not legally binding, 

and that David is the true heir of the estate. But David does not want the House of Shaws, just a 

pension from its yearly earnings. 

To rectify the situation, David plays a trick on Ebenezer. Rankeillor, David, and Alan go to 

the House of Shaws. Alan walks up to the door alone, and pretends that he is from a bunch of 

Highlanders who found David alive shortly after the shipwreck on the Torran Rocks. He asks for 

money to return to the boy, but Ebenezer refuses to pay anything. Alan then says that they'll kill 

him unless Ebenezer pays to have him kept alive. Ebenezer does not want the boy dead, and as he 

haggles over how much he will pay he admits that the plan had been for Hoseason to sell the boy 

into slavery in the Carolinas. At that point, David and Rankeillor reveal themselves, having caught 

Ebenezer in the confession. Ebenezer and Rankeillor then work out an agreement that David would 

get two-thirds of the yearly income of the House of Shaws. 

 David receives a note from Rankeillor that will allow him to collect his 

money. David then speaks to Alan, and arranges to send him money so that Alan can get 

passage to France. The two men part, and David wanders into town to claim his fortune. 

  

The Lion, Witch, And The Wardrobe 

C.S. Lewis 

Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie are four siblings sent to live in the country with the 

eccentric Professor Kirke during World War II. The children explore the house on a rainy day and 

Lucy, the youngest, finds an enormous wardrobe. Lucy steps inside and finds herself in a strange, 

snowy wood. Lucy encounters the Faun Tumnus, who is surprised to meet a human girl. Tumnus 
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tells Lucy that she has entered Narnia, a different world. Tumnus invites Lucy to tea, and she 

accepts. Lucy and Tumnus have a wonderful tea, but the faun bursts into tears and confesses that he 

is a servant of the evil White Witch. The Witch has enchanted Narnia so that it is always winter and 

never Christmas. Tumnus explains that he has been enlisted to capture human beings. Lucy 

implores Tumnus to release her, and he agrees. 

Lucy exits Narnia and eagerly tells her siblings about her adventure in the wardrobe. They do 

not believe her, however. Lucy's siblings insist that Lucy was only gone for seconds and not for 

hours as she claims. When the Pevensie children look in the back of the wardrobe they see that it is 

an ordinary piece of furniture. Edmund teases Lucy mercilessly about her imaginary country until 

one day when he sees her vanishing into the wardrobe. Edmund follows Lucy and finds himself in 

Narnia as well. He does not see Lucy, and instead meets the White Witch that Tumnus told Lucy 

about. The Witch Witch introduces herself to Edmund as the Queen of Narnia. The Witch feeds 

Edmund enchanted Turkish Delight, which gives Edmund an insatiable desire for the chocolate. 

The Witch uses Edmund's greed and gluttony to convince Edmund to bring back his siblings to 

meet her. 

On the way back to the lamppost, the border between Narnia and our world, Edmund meets 

Lucy. Lucy tells Edmund about the White Witch. Edmund denies any connection between the 

Witch and the Queen. All Edmund can think about is his desire for the Turkish Delight. Lucy and 

Edmund return to Peter and Susan, back in their own world. Lucy relies on Edmund to support her 

story about Narnia, but Edmund spitefully tells Peter and Susan that it is a silly story. Peter and 

Susan are worried that Lucy is insane so they talk to Professor Kirke. The Professor shocks Peter 

and Susan by arguing that Lucy is telling the truth. 

One day the children hide in the wardrobe to avoid the housekeeper and some houseguests. 

Suddenly all four Pevensie children find themselves in Narnia. Lucy leads them to Tumnus's home, 

but a note informs them that Tumnus has been arrested on charges of treason. Lucy realized that 

this means the Witch knows that Tumnus spared Lucy's life, and that the Witch has captured 

Tumnus. Lucy implores her siblings to help her rescue Tumnus from the Witch. Guided by a 

friendly robin, the children wander into the woods, and meet Mr. Beaver. Mr. Beaver brings them 

back to his home, where he explains that the children cannot do anything to save Tumnus. The only 

thing the children can do is join Mr. Beaver on a journey to see Aslan, a lion. Aslan appears to be a 

king or god figure in Narnia. The children are all pleasantly enchanted by the name Aslan, except 

for Edmund, who is horrified by the sound of it. Mr. Beaver, Peter, Susan, and Lucy plot to meet 

Aslan at the Stone Table the following day, but they soon notice that Edmund has disappeared. 

Meanwhile, Edmund searches for the White Witch to warn her of Aslan's arrival and of the Beavers' 

plan. The Witch is enraged to hear that Aslan is in Narnia and immediately begins plotting to kill 

the children. The Witch wants to avoid an ancient prophecy that says that four humans will 

someday reign over Narnia and overthrow her evil regime. 

The children and the Beavers, meanwhile, rush to reach the Stone Table before the Witch. As 

they travel, wonderful seasonal changes occur. First they meet Santa Claus, or Father Christmas, 

who explains that the Witch's spell of "always winter and never Christmas" has ended. The 

enchanted winter snow melts and the children see signs of spring. Simultaneously, the Witch drags 

Edmund toward the Stone Table and treats him very poorly. Once spring arrives, the Witch cannot 

use her sledge anymore, so she cannot reach the Stone Table before the children. 

When the other three Pevensies meet Aslan, they are awed by him, but they quickly grow 

more comfortable in his presence. They love him immediately, despite their fear. Aslan promises to 
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do all that he can to save Edmund. He takes Peter aside to show him the castle where he will be 

king. As they are talking, they hear Susan blowing the magic horn that Father Christmas gave her to 

her, signaling that she is in danger. Aslan sends Peter to help her. Arriving on the scene, Peter sees 

a wolf attacking Susan, and stabs it to death with the sword given him by Father Christmas. Aslan 

sees another wolf vanishing into a thicket, and sends his followers to trail it, hoping it will lead 

them to the Witch. 

The Witch is preparing to kill Edmund as the rescue party arrives. Aslan and his followers 

rescue Edmund, but are unable to find the Witch, who disguises herself as part of the landscape. 

Edmund is happy to see his siblings, as he has accepted that the Witch is evil. The next day, the 

Witch and Aslan speak and the Witch demands Edmund's life because she says that Edmund is a 

traitor. The Witch says that according to the Deep Magic of Narnia, a traitor life's is forfeit to the 

Witch. Aslan does not deny this, and he secretly reaches a compromise with her. The Witch appears 

very pleased, while Aslan seems pensive and depressed. 

The following night, Susan and Lucy observe Aslan grow increasingly gloomy and sad. The 

sisters are unable to sleep, and they notice that Aslan has disappeared. Susan and Lucy leave the 

pavilion to search for Aslan. When they find Aslan, he tells them they can stay until he tells them 

they must leave. Together, Aslan, Susan, and Lucy walk to the Stone Table, where Aslan tells them 

to leave. Susan and Lucy hide behind some bushes and watch the Witch and a horde of her 

followers torment, humiliate, and finally kill Aslan. The Witch explains that Aslan sacrificed his 

life for Edmund. 

Susan and Lucy stay with Aslan's dead body all night. In the morning, they hear a great 

cracking noise, and are astounded to see the Stone Table broken. Aslan has disappeared. Suddenly 

Susan and Lucy hear Aslan's voice from behind him. Aslan has risen from the dead. Aslan carries 

the girls to the Witch's castle, where they free all the prisoners who have been turned to stone. 

Aslan, Susan, and Lucy charge join the battle between Peter's army and the Witch's troops. Peter 

and his troops are exhausted. Fortunately, Aslan swiftly kills the Witch and Peter's army then 

defeats the Witch's followers. 

Aslan knights Edmund, who has atoned for his sin of siding with the Witch. The children 

ascend to the thrones at Cair Paravel, the castle in Narnia. Aslan subsequently disappears. The 

children eventually become adults and reign over Narnia for many years. One day, in a hunt for a 

magical white stag, they arrive at the lamppost that had marked the border between Narnia and our 

world. The Pevensies tumble back out of the wardrobe to our world. No time has passed, and they 

return to Professor Kirke's house as children. The foursome tells Professor Kirke about their 

adventure, and the Professor assures them that they will return to Narnia again some day. 

 

The Little Prince 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

The narrator, an airplane pilot, crashes in the Sahara desert. The crash badly damages his airplane 

and leaves the narrator with very little food or water. As he is worrying over his predicament, he is 

approached by the little prince, a very serious little blond boy who asks the narrator to draw him a 

sheep. The narrator obliges, and the two become friends. The pilot learns that the little prince comes 
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from a small planet that the little prince calls Asteroid 325 but that people on Earth call Asteroid B-

612. The little prince took great care of this planet, preventing any bad seeds from growing and 

making sure it was never overrun by baobab trees. One day, a mysterious rose sprouted on the 

planet and the little prince fell in love with it. But when he caught the rose in a lie one day, he 

decided that he could not trust her anymore. He grew lonely and decided to leave. Despite a last-

minute reconciliation with the rose, the prince set out to explore other planets and cure his 

loneliness. 

While journeying, the narrator tells us, the little prince passes by neighboring asteroids and 

encounters for the first time the strange, narrow-minded world of grown-ups. On the first six 

planets the little prince visits, he meets a king, a vain man, a drunkard, a businessman, a 

lamplighter, and a geographer, all of whom live alone and are overly consumed by their chosen 

occupations. Such strange behavior both amuses and perturbs the little prince. He does not 

understand their need to order people around, to be admired, and to own everything. With the 

exception of the lamplighter, whose dogged faithfulness he admires, the little prince does not think 

much of the adults he visits, and he does not learn anything useful. However, he learns from the 

geographer that flowers do not last forever, and he begins to miss the rose he has left behind. 

At the geographer’s suggestion, the little prince visits Earth, but he lands in the middle of the desert 

and cannot find any humans. Instead, he meets a snake who speaks in riddles and hints darkly that 

its lethal poison can send the little prince back to the heavens if he so wishes. The little prince 

ignores the offer and continues his explorations, stopping to talk to a three-petaled flower and to 

climb the tallest mountain he can find, where he confuses the echo of his voice for conversation. 

Eventually, the little prince finds a rose garden, which surprises and depresses him—his rose had 

told him that she was the only one of her kind. 

The prince befriends a fox, who teaches him that the important things in life are visible only to the 

heart, that his time away from the rose makes the rose more special to him, and that love makes a 

person responsible for the beings that one loves. The little prince realizes that, even though there are 

many roses, his love for his rose makes her unique and that he is therefore responsible for her. 

Despite this revelation, he still feels very lonely because he is so far away from his rose. The prince 

ends his story by describing his encounters with two men, a railway switchman and a salesclerk. 

It is now the narrator’s eighth day in the desert, and at the prince’s suggestion, they set off to find a 

well. The water feeds their hearts as much as their bodies, and the two share a moment of bliss as 

they agree that too many people do not see what is truly important in life. The little prince’s mind, 

however, is fixed on returning to his rose, and he begins making plans with the snake to head back 

to his planet. The narrator is able to fix his plane on the day before the one-year anniversary of the 

prince’s arrival on Earth, and he walks sadly with his friend out to the place the prince landed. The 

snake bites the prince, who falls noiselessly to the sand. 

The narrator takes comfort when he cannot find the prince’s body the next day and is confident that 

the prince has returned to his asteroid. The narrator is also comforted by the stars, in which he now 

hears the tinkling of his friend’s laughter. Often, however, he grows sad and wonders if the sheep 

he drew has eaten the prince’s rose. The narrator concludes by showing his readers a drawing of the 

desert landscape and by asking us to stop for a while under the stars if we are ever in the area and to 

let the narrator know immediately if the little prince has returned. 
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A Man For All Seasons 

 
Robert Bolt 

 

Sir Thomas More, a scholar and statesman, objects to King Henry VIII’s plan to divorce and 

remarry in order to father a male heir. But More, ever the diplomat, keeps quiet about his feelings in 

the hopes that Henry will not bother him about the matter. At a meeting with Cardinal Wolsey, 

Lord Chancellor of England, More reviews the letter to Rome that requests the pope’s approval of 

Henry’s divorce. More points out that the pope provided a dispensation, or exemption, in order for 

Henry to get married in the first place, since Catherine, the woman Henry married, was the widow 

of Henry’s brother. More doubts that the pope will agree to overturn his first dispensation. Wolsey 

accuses More of being too moralistic and recommends that he be more practical. 

After conversing with Wolsey, More runs into Thomas Cromwell, the king’s confidante. Cromwell, 

recently promoted to the position of cardinal’s secretary, insincerely tells More he is one of More’s 

greatest admirers. More also meets Signor Chapuys, the Spanish ambassador to England. Chapuys 

takes More’s noncommittal response to questions about his meeting with Wolsey to mean that More 

agrees that the divorce should not go through. Chapuys stresses Christian morals and Catholic 

dogma and seems most concerned that Henry does not insult Henry’s wife, Catherine, who is also 

the king of Spain’s aunt. Chapuys thinks he has found an ally in More. 

Back at More’s home, More’s daughter, Margaret, has received a visit from Roper, her Lutheran 

boyfriend, despite the late hour. Roper asks More for Margaret’s hand, but More refuses to allow a 

Lutheran, in his eyes a heretic, into his family. 

Meanwhile, Wolsey dies, leaving the position of Lord Chancellor vacant. The king was displeased 

with Wolsey’s failure to secure a papal dispensation to annul his marriage to Catherine, and Wolsey 

died in disgrace. More is appointed as Wolsey’s replacement. 

Cromwell meets with Richard Rich, a low-level functionary whom More helped establish and to 

whom More gave a silver cup he was given as a bribe. (More did not realize that the cup was a 

bribe when he received it.) Cromwell tempts Rich with an opportunity for advancement, and the 

spineless Rich seems all too eager to accept the job in exchange for information he has about More. 

Rich and Chapuys, who has just entered, ask Cromwell what his current position is, and Cromwell 

announces simply that he does whatever the king wants done. He mentions that the king has 

planned a boat ride down the Thames to visit More. Meanwhile, More’s manservant, Matthew 

(played by the Common Man), has entered the room, and Cromwell, Rich, and Chapuys are eager 

to bribe him for information. Matthew tells them only the most well known facts about his master, 

but the trio pays him off anyway. 

Back at More’s home in London’s Chelsea district, the king is set to arrive, but More is nowhere to 

be found. After fretting over his absence, the family eventually finds him busy at vespers (evening 

prayers). When the king arrives, all are on their best behavior, and More comes off as the most 
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flattering of all. However, More does tell the king that More cannot agree to the divorce, reminding 

him that the king promised not to bother More about it. The king storms off, telling More he will 

leave him alone provided More does not speak out against the divorce. Alice, More’s wife, is angry 

at his behavior and thinks her husband should do as Henry wants. Rich arrives to tell More that 

Cromwell and Chapuys are collecting information about him. He asks for employment, but More 

turns him away. 

At a local pub called the Loyal Subject, Cromwell meets Rich to conspire against More. Rich is 

reluctant and guilt-ridden, but he ultimately agrees to tell Cromwell about the bribe that More 

received and passed on to him. In exchange, Cromwell offers Rich a job. 

Parliament passes the Act of Supremacy, which establishes the Church in England and appoints 

King Henry as its head. More decides that if the English bishops decide to go along with the act, he 

will resign as Lord Chancellor. Both Chapuys and Roper call it a remarkable “gesture,” but More, 

dead set against the act, thinks of it as a practical necessity. He refuses to explain himself to anyone 

but the king. Even his wife and daughter cannot know his reasons, because he does not want to put 

them in the position of having to testify against him later. 

Cromwell meets with the Duke of Norfolk and tells him of his plan to bring More up on bribery 

charges. Norfolk proves that More gave the cup to Rich as soon as More realized it was a bribe, and 

Cromwell is forced to come up with some other way to entrap More. He tells Norfolk, however, 

that the king expects him to participate in the persecution of More. 

A now impoverished More refuses to receive a letter of appreciation from the king of Spain, and he 

turns down the bishops’ sincere offer of charity. Cromwell calls More to his office and attempts to 

malign More by accusing him of sympathizing with the Holy Maid of Kent, who was executed for 

treason. Cromwell also accuses him of having written a book attributed to King Henry. More 

deconstructs both these charges, but when Cromwell reads a letter from King Henry calling More a 

villain, More is genuinely shaken. Meeting Norfolk outside, More insists that if he wishes to remain 

in the king’s favor, Norfolk should cease to be his friend, since by this point it is dangerous to know 

a man like More. Parliament passes another act, this time requiring subjects to swear an oath to 

King Henry’s supremacy in England over the Church and to the validity of his divorce and 

remarriage. The next time we see More, he is in jail for having refused to take the oath. 

Cromwell, Norfolk, and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, interrogate More in 

prison, but they cannot trick him into signing the oath or divulging his opinions on the king’s 

behavior. As long as More refuses to talk or sign the oath, Cromwell can keep him locked up but 

cannot have him executed. He removes More’s books but lets his family visit, hoping that they will 

be able to reason with him. Though More’s daughter, Margaret, tries to convince her father he has 

done all he can, More refuses to relent. Alice finally sympathizes fully with More’s predicament, 

and, displaying their full love toward each other, they reconcile just before the jailer (the Common 

Man) insists that the visit is over. 

Cromwell gives Rich the office of attorney general for Wales in exchange for Rich’s false 

testimony at More’s trial. Though More never opened his mouth, Rich claims he heard More deny 

the king’s authority over the Church. More is sentenced to death but not before he can express his 

disapproval of the Supremacy Act and his disappointment with a government that would kill a man 

for keeping quiet. More goes to his death with dignity and composure, and the play ends with his 

beheading. 
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The Odyssey 

 
Homer 

 

Ten years have passed since the fall of Troy, and the Greek hero Odysseus still has not returned to 

his kingdom in Ithaca. A large and rowdy mob of suitors who have overrun Odysseus’s palace and 

pillaged his land continue to court his wife, Penelope. She has remained faithful to Odysseus. 

Prince Telemachus, Odysseus’s son, wants desperately to throw them out but does not have the 

confidence or experience to fight them. One of the suitors, Antinous, plans to assassinate the young 

prince, eliminating the only opposition to their dominion over the palace. 

Unknown to the suitors, Odysseus is still alive. The beautiful nymph Calypso, possessed by love for 

him, has imprisoned him on her island, Ogygia. He longs to return to his wife and son, but he has 

no ship or crew to help him escape. While the gods and goddesses of Mount Olympus debate 

Odysseus’s future, Athena, Odysseus’s strongest supporter among the gods, resolves to help 

Telemachus. Disguised as a friend of the prince’s grandfather, Laertes, she convinces the prince to 

call a meeting of the assembly at which he reproaches the suitors. Athena also prepares him for a 

great journey to Pylos and Sparta, where the kings Nestor and Menelaus, Odysseus’s companions 

during the war, inform him that Odysseus is alive and trapped on Calypso’s island. Telemachus 

makes plans to return home, while, back in Ithaca, Antinous and the other suitors prepare an 

ambush to kill him when he reaches port. 

On Mount Olympus, Zeus sends Hermes to rescue Odysseus from Calypso. Hermes persuades 

Calypso to let Odysseus build a ship and leave. The homesick hero sets sail, but when Poseidon, 

god of the sea, finds him sailing home, he sends a storm to wreck Odysseus’s ship. Poseidon has 

harbored a bitter grudge against Odysseus since the hero blinded his son, the Cyclops Polyphemus, 

earlier in his travels. Athena intervenes to save Odysseus from Poseidon’s wrath, and the 

beleaguered king lands at Scheria, home of the Phaeacians. Nausicaa, the Phaeacian princess, shows 

him to the royal palace, and Odysseus receives a warm welcome from the king and queen. When he 

identifies himself as Odysseus, his hosts, who have heard of his exploits at Troy, are stunned. They 

promise to give him safe passage to Ithaca, but first they beg to hear the story of his adventures. 

Odysseus spends the night describing the fantastic chain of events leading up to his arrival on 

Calypso’s island. He recounts his trip to the Land of the Lotus Eaters, his battle with Polyphemus 

the Cyclops, his love affair with the witch-goddess Circe, his temptation by the deadly Sirens, his 

journey into Hades to consult the prophet Tiresias, and his fight with the sea monster Scylla. When 

he finishes his story, the Phaeacians return Odysseus to Ithaca, where he seeks out the hut of his 

faithful swineherd, Eumaeus. Though Athena has disguised Odysseus as a beggar, Eumaeus 

warmly receives and nourishes him in the hut. He soon encounters Telemachus, who has returned 

from Pylos and Sparta despite the suitors’ ambush, and reveals to him his true identity. Odysseus 

and Telemachus devise a plan to massacre the suitors and regain control of Ithaca. 

When Odysseus arrives at the palace the next day, still disguised as a beggar, he endures abuse and 

insults from the suitors. The only person who recognizes him is his old nurse, Eurycleia, but she 

swears not to disclose his secret. Penelope takes an interest in this strange beggar, suspecting that he 
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might be her long-lost husband. Quite crafty herself, Penelope organizes an archery contest the 

following day and promises to marry any man who can string Odysseus’s great bow and fire an 

arrow through a row of twelve axes—a feat that only Odysseus has ever been able to accomplish. 

At the contest, each suitor tries to string the bow and fails. Odysseus steps up to the bow and, with 

little effort, fires an arrow through all twelve axes. He then turns the bow on the suitors. He and 

Telemachus, assisted by a few faithful servants, kill every last suitor. 

Odysseus reveals himself to the entire palace and reunites with his loving Penelope. He travels to 

the outskirts of Ithaca to see his aging father, Laertes. They come under attack from the vengeful 

family members of the dead suitors, but Laertes, reinvigorated by his son’s return, successfully kills 

Antinous’s father and puts a stop to the attack. Zeus dispatches Athena to restore peace. With his 

power secure and his family reunited, Odysseus’s long ordeal comes to an end. 

 

 

Native Son 

 
Richard Wright 

 

Bigger Thomas, a poor, uneducated, twenty-year-old black man in 1930s Chicago, wakes up one 

morning in his family’s cramped apartment on the South Side of the city. He sees a huge rat 

scamper across the room, which he corners and kills with a skillet. Having grown up under the 

climate of harsh racial prejudice in 1930s America, Bigger is burdened with a powerful conviction 

that he has no control over his life and that he cannot aspire to anything other than menial, low-

wage labor. His mother pesters him to take a job with a rich white man named Mr. Dalton, but 

Bigger instead chooses to meet up with his friends to plan the robbery of a white man’s store. 

Anger, fear, and frustration define Bigger’s daily existence, as he is forced to hide behind a façade 

of toughness or risk succumbing to despair. While Bigger and his gang have robbed many black-

owned businesses, they have never attempted to rob a white man. Bigger sees whites not as 

individuals, but as a natural, oppressive force—a great looming “whiteness” pressing down upon 

him. Bigger’s fear of confronting this force overwhelms him, but rather than admit his fear, he 

violently attacks a member of his gang to sabotage the robbery. Left with no other options, Bigger 

takes a job as a chauffeur for the Daltons. 

Coincidentally, Mr. Dalton is also Bigger’s landlord, as he owns a controlling share of the company 

that manages the apartment building where Bigger’s family lives. Mr. Dalton and other wealthy real 

estate barons are effectively robbing the poor, black tenants on Chicago’s South Side—they refuse 

to allow blacks to rent apartments in predominantly white neighborhoods, thus leading to 

overpopulation and artificially high rents in the predominantly black South Side. Mr. Dalton sees 

himself as a benevolent philanthropist, however, as he donates money to black schools and offers 

jobs to “poor, timid black boys” like Bigger. However, Mr. Dalton practices this token philanthropy 

mainly to alleviate his guilty conscience for exploiting poor blacks. 

Mary, Mr. Dalton’s daughter, frightens and angers Bigger by ignoring the social taboos that govern 

the relations between white women and black men. On his first day of work, Bigger drives Mary to 

meet her communist boyfriend, Jan. Eager to prove their progressive ideals and racial tolerance, 

Mary and Jan force Bigger to take them to a restaurant in the South Side. Despite Bigger’s 
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embarrassment, they order drinks, and as the evening passes, all three of them get drunk. Bigger 

then drives around the city while Mary and Jan make out in the back seat. Afterward, Mary is too 

drunk to make it to her bedroom on her own, so Bigger helps her up the stairs. Drunk and aroused 

by his unprecedented proximity to a young white woman, Bigger begins to kiss Mary. 

Just as Bigger places Mary on her bed, Mary’s blind mother, Mrs. Dalton, enters the bedroom. 

Though Mrs. Dalton cannot see him, her ghostlike presence terrifies him. Bigger worries that Mary, 

in her drunken condition, will reveal his presence. He covers her face with a pillow and accidentally 

smothers her to death. Unaware that Mary has been killed, Mrs. Dalton prays over her daughter and 

returns to bed. Bigger tries to conceal his crime by burning Mary’s body in the Daltons’ furnace. He 

decides to try to use the Daltons’ prejudice against communists to frame Jan for Mary’s 

disappearance. Bigger believes that the Daltons will assume Jan is dangerous and that he may have 

kidnapped their daughter for political purposes. Additionally, Bigger takes advantage of the 

Daltons’ racial prejudices to avoid suspicion, continuing to play the role of a timid, ignorant black 

servant who would be unable to commit such an act. 

Mary’s murder gives Bigger a sense of power and identity he has never known. Bigger’s girlfriend, 

Bessie, makes an offhand comment that inspires him to try to collect ransom money from the 

Daltons. They know only that Mary has vanished, not that she is dead. Bigger writes a ransom 

letter, playing upon the Daltons’ hatred of communists by signing his name “Red.” He then bullies 

Bessie to take part in the ransom scheme. However, Mary’s bones are found in the furnace, and 

Bigger flees with Bessie to an empty building. Bigger rapes Bessie and, frightened that she will 

give him away, bludgeons her to death with a brick after she falls asleep. 

Bigger eludes the massive manhunt for as long as he can, but he is eventually captured after a 

dramatic shoot-out. The press and the public determine his guilt and his punishment before his trial 

even begins. The furious populace assumes that he raped Mary before killing her and burned her 

body to hide the evidence of the rape. Moreover, the white authorities and the white mob use 

Bigger’s crime as an excuse to terrorize the entire South Side . 

Jan visits Bigger in jail. He says that he understands how he terrified, angered, and shamed Bigger 

through his violation of the social taboos that govern tense race relations. Jan enlists his friend, 

Boris A. Max, to defend Bigger free of charge. Jan and Max speak with Bigger as a human being, 

and Bigger begins to see whites as individuals and himself as their equal. 

Max tries to save Bigger from the death penalty, arguing that while his client is responsible for his 

crime, it is vital to recognize that he is a product of his environment. Part of the blame for Bigger’s 

crimes belongs to the fearful, hopeless existence that he has experienced in a racist society since 

birth. Max warns that there will be more men like Bigger if America does not put an end to the 

vicious cycle of hatred and vengeance. Despite Max’s arguments, Bigger is sentenced to death. 

Bigger is not a traditional hero by any means. However, Wright forces us to enter into Bigger’s 

mind and to understand the devastating effects of the social conditions in which he was raised. 

Bigger was not born a violent criminal. He is a “native son”: a product of American culture and the 

violence and racism that suffuse it. 
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The Outsiders 

 
S.E. Hinton 

 

Ponyboy Curtis belongs to a lower-class group of Oklahoma youths who call themselves greasers 

because of their greasy long hair. Walking home from a movie, Ponyboy is attacked by a group of 

Socs, the greasers’ rivals, who are upper-class youths from the West Side of town. The Socs, short 

for Socials, gang up on Ponyboy and threaten to slit his throat. A group of greasers comes and 

chases the bullies away, saving Ponyboy. Ponyboy’s rescuers include his brother Sodapop, a 

charming, handsome high-school dropout, and Darry, Ponyboy’s oldest brother (Darry assumed 

responsibility for his brothers when their parents were killed in a car crash). The rest of the greasers 

who come to Ponyboy’s rescue are Johnny, a sensitive sixteen-year-old; Dally, a hardened street 

hood with a long criminal record; Steve, Sodapop’s best friend; and Two-Bit, the oldest and 

funniest group member. 

The next night, Ponyboy and Johnny go to a movie with Dally. They sit behind a pair of attractive 

Soc girls. Dally flirts with the girls obnoxiously. After Johnny tells Dally to stop harassing the Soc 

girls, Dally walks away. Johnny and Ponyboy sit with the girls, who are named Cherry and Marcia, 

and Ponyboy and Cherry discover that they have a lot in common. Two-Bit arrives, and the three 

greasers begin to walk the Soc girls to Two-Bit’s house so he can drive them home. On the way to 

Two-Bit’s house, they run into Bob and Randy, the girls’ drunken boyfriends. The girls must leave 

with their boyfriends in order to prevent a fight between the Socs and the greasers. 

Ponyboy is late getting home, and his brother Darry is furious with him. Sick of Darry’s constant 

scrutiny and criticism, Ponyboy yells at Darry. The brothers begin to fight, and Darry slaps 

Ponyboy across the face. Ponyboy flees, determined to run away. He finds Johnny, and the two 

boys heads for the park. There they encounter Bob and Randy with a group of Soc boys. The Socs 

attack the Johnny and Ponyboy, and one of them holds Ponyboy’s head under the frigid water of a 

fountain until Ponyboy blacks out. Ponyboy regains consciousness to find himself lying on the 

ground. He is next to Johnny—and next to Bob’s corpse. Johnny tells Ponyboy that he (Johnny) 

killed Bob because the Socs were going to drown Ponyboy and beat up Johnny. 

Desperate and terrified, Ponyboy and Johnny hurry to find Dally Winston, the one person they think 

might be able to help them. Dally gives them a gun and some money and sends them to an 

abandoned church near the neighboring town of Windrixville. They hide out in the church for a 

week, cutting and dying their hair to disguise themselves, reading Gone with the Wind aloud, and 

discussing poetry. After several days, Dally comes to check on Ponyboy and Johnny. He tells the 

boys that, since Bob’s death, tensions between the greasers and the Socs have escalated. A rumble 

is to take place the next night to settle matters. He says that Cherry, who feels partially responsible 

for Bob’s death, has been acting as a spy for the greasers. Johnny shocks Dally by declaring his 

intention to go back and turn himself in. 

Dally agrees to drive Ponyboy and Johnny back home. However, as the boys leave, they notice that 

the abandoned church where Ponyboy and Johnny have been staying has caught fire. They discover 

that a group of schoolchildren has wandered inside. Ponyboy and Johnny rush into the inferno to 

save the children. Just as they get the last child through the window, the roof caves in, and Ponyboy 

blacks out. He regains consciousness in an ambulance. At the hospital, he is diagnosed with minor 
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burns and bruises. Dally is not badly hurt either, but Johnny’s back was broken by the falling roof, 

and he is in critical condition. Darry and Sodapop come to get Ponyboy, and Darry and Ponyboy 

make up. The following morning, the newspapers proclaim Ponyboy and Johnny heroes. They also 

report that, because of Bob’s death, Johnny will be charged with manslaughter. Finally, the papers 

also state that both Ponyboy and Johnny will have to go to juvenile court so that a judge can decide 

if they should be sent to a boys’ home. 

Ponyboy and Two-Bit go to get a Coke and run into Randy. Randy tells Ponyboy that he is sick of 

all the fighting and does not plan to go to the rumble that night. When Ponyboy and Two-Bit visit 

Johnny in the hospital, Johnny seems weak. He asks Ponyboy for a new copy of Gone with the 

Wind. During their visit with Dally, Ponyboy and Two-Bit notice that Dally is much stronger than 

Johnny. Dally asks to borrow Two-Bit’s black-handled switchblade. On the way home, Two-Bit 

and Ponyboy see Cherry. She refuses to visit Johnny because he has killed Bob, and Ponyboy calls 

her a traitor. When she explains herself, he relents. 

At the rumble, the greasers defeat the Socs. Dally shows up just in time for the fight; he has escaped 

from the hospital. After the fight, Ponyboy and Dally hurry back to see Johnny and find that he is 

dying. When Johnny dies, Dally loses control and runs from the room in a frenzy. Ponyboy 

stumbles home late that night, feeling dazed and disoriented. He tells the others of Johnny’s death. 

Dally calls to say that he has robbed a grocery store and the cops are looking for him. The greasers 

hurry to find him, but they are too late. Dally raises a gun to the police and they gun him down. 

Overwhelmed, Ponyboy passes out. 

Ponyboy wakes up in bed at home. He has suffered a concussion from a kick to the head at the 

rumble and has been delirious in bed for several days. When he is well, he attends his hearing, 

where the judge treats him kindly and acquits him of responsibility for Bob’s death. The court rules 

that Ponyboy will be allowed to remain at home with Darry. For a time, Ponyboy feels listless and 

empty. His grades slip, he feels hostile to Darry, and he loses his appetite. At last, Sodapop tells 

Ponyboy that he (Sodapop) is angry and frustrated because of the tension at home. He tearfully asks 

that Ponyboy and Darry stop fighting. Finally understanding the value of his family, Ponyboy 

agrees not to fight with Darry anymore. He finds that for the first time he can remember Dally’s and 

Johnny’s deaths without pain or denial. He decides to tell their story and begins writing a term 

paper for his English class, which turns out to be the novel itself. 

 

 

Antigone 

 
Jean Anouilh 

Sophocles 

The Chorus introduces the players. Antigone is the girl who will rise up alone and die young. 

Haemon, Antigone's dashing fiancé, chats with Ismene, her beautiful sister. Though one would have 

expected Haemon to go for Ismene, he inexplicably proposed to Antigone on the night of a ball. 

Creon is king of Thebes, bound to the duties of rule. Next to the sisters' sits the Nurse and Queen 

Eurydice. Eurydice will knit until the time comes for her to go to her room and die. Finally three 

Guards play cards, indifferent to the tragedy before them. 
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The Chorus recounts the events leading to Antigone's tragedy. Oedipus, Antigone and 

Ismene's father, had two sons, Eteocles and Polynices. Upon Oedipus' death, it was agreed that each 

would take the throne from one year to the next. After the first year, however, Eteocles, the elder, 

refused to step down. Polynices and six foreign princes marched on Thebes. All were defeated. The 

brothers killed each other in a duel, making Creon king. Creon ordered Eteocles buried in honor and 

left Polynices to rot on the pain of death. 

It is dawn, and the house is still asleep. Antigone sneaks in and the Nurse appears and asks 

where she has been. Suddenly Ismene enters, also asking where Antigone has been. Antigone sends 

the Nurse away for coffee. Ismene declares that they cannot bury Polynices and that she must 

understand Creon's intentions. Antigone refuses and bids Ismene to go back to bed. Suddenly 

Haemon enters and Antigone asks Haemon to hold her with all his strength. She tells him that she 

will never be able to marry him. Stupefied, Haemon departs. Ismene returns, terrified that Antigone 

will attempt to bury Polynices despite the daylight. Antigone reveals that she has already done so. 

Later that day, the nervous First Guard enters and informs Creon that someone covered 

Polynices's body with a little dirt last night. He orders the guards to uncover the body and keep the 

matter secret. The Chorus appears and announces that the tragedy is on. Its spring is wound, and it 

will uncoil by itself. Unlike melodrama, tragedy is clean, restful, and flawless. In tragedy, 

everything is inevitable, hopeless, and known. All are bound to their parts. 

The Guards enter with the struggling Antigone. The First proposes that they throw a party. 

Creon appears, and the First explains that Antigone was found digging Polynices' grave by hand in 

broad daylight. Creon sends the guards out. Once he is certain no one saw Antigone arrested, he 

orders her to bed, telling her to say that she has been ill. Antigone replies that she will only go out 

again tonight. Creon asks if she thinks her being Oedipus's daughter puts her above the law. Like 

Oedipus, her death must seem the "natural climax" to her life. Creon, on the other hand, devotes 

himself only to the order of the kingdom. Antigone's marriage is worth more to Thebes than her 

death. 

Antigone insists that he cannot save her. Enraged, Creon seizes her arm and twists her to his 

side. Antigone remarks that Creon is squeezing her arm too tightly, but his grasp no longer hurts. 

Creon releases her. He knows his reign makes him loathsome but he has no choice. Antigone 

rejoins that he should have said no; she can say no to anything she thinks vile. While ruined, she is 

a queen. Because Creon said yes, he can only sentence her to death. Creon asks her to pity him then 

and live. Antigone replies that she is not here to understand, only to say no and die. 

Creon makes a final appeal, saying that Antigone needs to understand what goes on in the 

wings of her drama. As a child, she must have known her brothers made her parents unhappy. 

Polynices was a cruel, vicious voluptuary. Being too cowardly to imprison him, Oedipus let him 

join the Argive army. As soon as Polynices reached Argos, the attempts on Oedipus' life began. But 

Eteocles, Thebes' martyr, too plotted to overthrow his father. Both were gangsters. When Creon 

sent for their bodies, they were found mashed together in a bloody pulp. He had the prettier one 

brought in. 

Dazed, Antigone moves to go her room. Creon urges her to find Haemon and marry quickly. 

She must not waste her life and its happiness. Antigone challenges his servile happiness. She is of 

the tribe that asks questions and hates man's hope. A distraught Ismene rushes in, begging 

Antigone's forgiveness and promising to help her. Antigone rejects her, but she does not deserve to 

die with her. Ismene swears she will bury Polynices herself then. Antigone calls on Creon to have 
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her arrested, warning him that her disease is catching. Creon relents. The Chorus protests. Haemon 

enters and begs his father to stop the guards. Creon replies that the mob already knows the truth, 

and he can do nothing. 

Antigone sits before the First Guard in her cell; his is the last face she will see. The Guard 

rambles about his pay, rations, and professional quibbles. Antigone interrupts him, pointing out that 

she is soon to die. She asks how she is to be executed. The Guard informs her that she is to be 

immured. The Guard asks if he can do anything for her. She asks if he could give someone a letter, 

offering him her ring. Reluctant to endanger his job, the Guard suggests that she dictate her letter 

and he write it in his notebook in case they search his pockets. Antigone winces but accepts. She 

recites her letter, "Forgive me, my darling. You would all have been so happy except for Antigone." 

Suddenly a drum roll is heard, and the Guards lead Antigone out. 

The Chorus enters, announcing that it is Creon's turn. The Messenger delivers the news: 

Antigone had just been immured, when the crowd heard Haemon's moan from within. Creon 

howled for the slaves to remove the stones. Antigone had hung herself. Haemon then stabbed 

himself and lay beside Antigone in a pool of blood. Upon being told of Haemon's death, Eurydice 

finished her row of knitting, climbed to her room, and cut her throat. Creon is alone. The Chorus 

notes that truly if it had not been for Antigone, all would have been at peace. All who had to die 

have now died. Only the Guards are left, and the tragedy does not matter to them. 

 

 

A Tale of Two Cities 
 

Charles Dickens 

 

The year is 1775, and social ills plague both France and England. Jerry Cruncher, an odd-job-man 

who works for Tellson’s Bank, stops the Dover mail-coach with an urgent message for Jarvis Lorry. 

The message instructs Lorry to wait at Dover for a young woman, and Lorry responds with the 

cryptic words, “Recalled to Life.” At Dover, Lorry is met by Lucie Manette, a young orphan whose 

father, a once-eminent doctor whom she supposed dead, has been discovered in France. Lorry 

escorts Lucie to Paris, where they meet Defarge, a former servant of Doctor Manette, who has kept 

Manette safe in a garret. Driven mad by eighteen years in the Bastille, Manette spends all of his 

time making shoes, a hobby he learned while in prison. Lorry assures Lucie that her love and 

devotion can recall her father to life, and indeed they do. 

The year is now 1780. Charles Darnay stands accused of treason against the English crown. A 

bombastic lawyer named Stryver pleads Darnay’s case, but it is not until his drunk, good-for-

nothing colleague, Sydney Carton, assists him that the court acquits Darnay. Carton clinches his 

argument by pointing out that he himself bears an uncanny resemblance to the defendant, which 

undermines the prosecution’s case for unmistakably identifying Darnay as the spy the authorities 

spotted. Lucie and Doctor Manette watched the court proceedings, and that night, Carton escorts 

Darnay to a tavern and asks how it feels to receive the sympathy of a woman like Lucie. Carton 

despises and resents Darnay because he reminds him of all that he himself has given up and might 

have been. 
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In France, the cruel Marquis Evrémonde runs down a plebian child with his carriage. Manifesting 

an attitude typical of the aristocracy in regard to the poor at that time, the Marquis shows no regret, 

but instead curses the peasantry and hurries home to his chateau, where he awaits the arrival of his 

nephew, Darnay, from England. Arriving later that night, Darnay curses his uncle and the French 

aristocracy for its abominable treatment of the people. He renounces his identity as an Evrémonde 

and announces his intention to return to England. That night, the Marquis is murdered; the murderer 

has left a note signed with the nickname adopted by French revolutionaries: “Jacques.” 

A year passes, and Darnay asks Manette for permission to marry Lucie. He says that, if Lucie 

accepts, he will reveal his true identity to Manette. Carton, meanwhile, also pledges his love to 

Lucie, admitting that, though his life is worthless, she has helped him dream of a better, more 

valuable existence. On the streets of London, Jerry Cruncher gets swept up in the funeral procession 

for a spy named Roger Cly. Later that night, he demonstrates his talents as a “Resurrection-Man,” 

sneaking into the cemetery to steal and sell Cly’s body. In Paris, meanwhile, another English spy 

known as John Barsad drops into Defarge’s wine-shop. Barsad hopes to turn up evidence 

concerning the mounting revolution, which is still in its covert stages. Madame Defarge sits in the 

shop knitting a secret registry of those whom the revolution seeks to execute. Back in London, 

Darnay, on the morning of his wedding, keeps his promise to Manette; he reveals his true identity 

and, that night, Manette relapses into his old prison habit of making shoes. After nine days, Manette 

regains his presence of mind, and soon joins the newlyweds on their honeymoon. Upon Darnay’s 

return, Carton pays him a visit and asks for his friendship. Darnay assures Carton that he is always 

welcome in their home. 

The year is now 1789. The peasants in Paris storm the Bastille and the French Revolution begins. 

The revolutionaries murder aristocrats in the streets, and Gabelle, a man charged with the 

maintenance of the Evrémonde estate, is imprisoned. Three years later, he writes to Darnay, asking 

to be rescued. Despite the threat of great danger to his person, Darnay departs immediately for 

France. 

As soon as Darnay arrives in Paris, the French revolutionaries arrest him as an emigrant. Lucie and 

Manette make their way to Paris in hopes of saving him. Darnay remains in prison for a year and 

three months before receiving a trial. In order to help free him, Manette uses his considerable 

influence with the revolutionaries, who sympathize with him for having served time in the Bastille. 

Darnay receives an acquittal, but that same night he is arrested again. The charges, this time, come 

from Defarge and his vengeful wife. Carton arrives in Paris with a plan to rescue Darnay and 

obtains the help of John Barsad, who turns out to be Solomon Pross, the long-lost brother of Miss 

Pross, Lucie’s loyal servant.  

At Darnay’s trial, Defarge produces a letter that he discovered in Manette’s old jail cell in the 

Bastille. The letter explains the cause of Manette’s imprisonment. Years ago, the brothers 

Evrémonde (Darnay’s father and uncle) enlisted Manette’s medical assistance. They asked him to 

tend to a woman, whom one of the brothers had raped, and her brother, whom the same brother had 

stabbed fatally. Fearing that Manette might report their misdeeds, the Evrémondes had him arrested. 

Upon hearing this story, the jury condemns Darnay for the crimes of his ancestors and sentences 

him to die within twenty-four hours. That night, at the Defarge’s wine-shop, Carton overhears 

Madame Defarge plotting to have Lucie and her daughter (also Darnay’s daughter) executed as 

well; Madame Defarge, it turns out, is the surviving sibling of the man and woman killed by the 

Evrémondes. Carton arranges for the Manettes’ immediate departure from France. He then visits 

Darnay in prison, tricks him into changing clothes with him, and, after dictating a letter of 

explanation, drugs his friend unconscious. Barsad carries Darnay, now disguised as Carton, to an 

javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_10.html',%20'2ae3c84535',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/theme_9.html',%20'0ba03d335f',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_13.html',%20'9ac1127130',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_12.html',%20'b2f891e1ba',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_6.html',%20'927615a796',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_14.html',%20'10656f47ed',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_9.html',%20'9ad8b1c867',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/char_9.html',%20'9ad8b1c867',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/twocities/terms/theme_6.html',%20'02a57a0d25',%20500)


 44 

awaiting coach, while Carton, disguised as Darnay, awaits execution. As Darnay, Lucie, their child, 

and Dr. Manette speed away from Paris, Madame Defarge arrives at Lucie’s apartment, hoping to 

arrest her. There she finds the supremely protective Miss Pross. A scuffle ensues, and Madame 

Defarge dies by the bullet of her own gun. Sydney Carton meets his death at the guillotine, and the 

narrator confidently asserts that Carton dies with the knowledge that he has finally imbued his life 

with meaning. 

The Idiot 

Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

Prince Lev Nikolayevich Myshkin, a fair-haired young man in his late twenties and a descendant of 

one of the oldest Russian lines of nobility, arrives in St. Petersburg on a November morning. He has 

spent the last four years in a Swiss clinic fir treatment of his "idiocy" and epilepsy. 

Myshkin's only relation in St. Petersburg is the very distant Lizaveta Prokofyevna Yepanchin. 

Madame Yepanchin is the wife of General Yepanchin, a wealthy and respected man in his late 

fifties. The prince makes the acquaintance of the Yepanchins, who have three daughters, Alexandra, 

Adelaida, and Aglaya, the latter being the youngest and the most beautiful. 

General Yepanchin has an ambitious and rather vain assistant by the name of Gavril Ardalyonovich 

Ivolgin (nicknamed Ganya) whom Myshkin also meets during his visit to the household. Ganya, 

though he is actually in love with Aglaya, is in the midst of trying to marry Anastassya Filippovna 

Barashkov, an extraordinarily beautiful "fatal woman" who was once the mistress of the aristocrat 

Totsky. Totsky has promised Ganya 75,000 rubles if he marries the "fallen" Nastassya Filippovna. 

As Myshkin is so innocent and naïve, Ganya openly discusses the subject of the proposed marriage 

in front of the prince. 

The prince rents a room in the Ivolgin apartment, also occupied by Ganya, his sister, Varvara 

Ardalyonovna (Varya); his mother, Nina Alexandrovna; teenage brother, Nikolai (Kolya); his 

father, General Ivolgin; and another lodger by the name of Ferdyshchenko. 

Nastassya Filippovna arrives and attempts to insult Ganya's family, which has refused to accept her 

as a possible wife for Ganya. Myshkin, however, stops her, putting her behavior to shame. 

Suddenly a rowdy crowd of drunks and rogues arrives, headed by Parfyon Semyonovich Rogozhin, 

a dark-haired twenty-seven-year-old who is passionately in love with Nastassya Filippovna. 

Rogozhin promises to bring 100,000 rubles to Nastassya Filippovna's birthday party scheduled for 

that evening at which she is to announce whether she will marry Ganya or not. 

Among the guests at the party are Totsky, General Yepanchin, Ganya, Ferdyshchenko, Ptitsyn—a 

usurer friend of Ganya's who is a suitor to Varya Ivolgin—and a few others. With the help of 

Kolya, Prince Myshkin arrives as well, though uninvited. Following the prince's advice, Nastassya 

Filippovna refuses Ganya's proposal. Rogozhin arrives with the promised 100,000 rubles, but 

suddenly Myshkin himself offers to marry Nastassya Filippovna, announcing that he has recently 

learned he has a large inheritance. Though shocked at such a generous offer by an honest and 

generous heart, Nastassya Filippovna only deems herself worthy of being with Rogozhin, so she 

leaves the party with Rogozhin and his gang. 
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Prince Myshkin spends the next six months following Nastassya Filippovna as she runs from 

Rogozhin to the prince and back. Myshkin's inheritance turns out to be smaller than expected, and it 

shrinks further as he satisfies the claims of creditors and alleged relatives, many of which are 

fraudulent. Finally, the Prince returns to St. Petersburg and visits Rogozhin's house, which is a dark 

and dreary place. They discuss religion and exchange crosses. 

However, later that day, Rogozhin attempts to stab Myshkin in the hall of the prince's hotel, but the 

prince is saved when he has a sudden epileptic fit. Several days later, Myshkin leaves for Pavlovsk, 

a nearby town popular for summer residence among St. Petersburg nobility. The prince rents 

several rooms from Lebedev, a rogue functionary. Most of the novel's characters—the Yepanchins, 

the Ivolgins, Varya and her husband Ptitsyn, and Nastassya Filippovna—spend the summer in 

Pavlovsk as well. 

Burdovsky, a young man who claims himself to be the son of Myshkin's late benefactor, 

Pavlishchev, comes to the prince and demands money from him as a "just" reimbursement for 

Pavlishchev's support of the Prince. Burdovsky is supported by a group of insolent young men who 

include the consumptive seventeen-year old Hippolite Terentyev, a friend of Kolya Ivolgin. 

Although Burdovsky's claim is obviously fraudulent—he is not Pavlishchev's son at all—Myshkin 

is ready and willing to help Burdovsky financially. 

The prince spends much of his time at the Yepanchins'. Soon, those around him realize that he is in 

love with Aglaya and that she most likely returns his feelings. However, a haughty, willful, and 

capricious girl, she refuses to admit her love for Prince Myshkin, and often even openly mocks him. 

Aglaya's family begins to treat him as her fiancé, and they even hold a dinner party with many 

renowned guests who are members of Russian high society. 

Myshkin, during the course of an agitated and ardent speech on religion and the future of 

aristocracy, accidentally breaks a beautiful Chinese vase. Later in the evening he has a mild 

epileptic fit. The guests and the family are convinced that the seemingly sickly prince is not a good 

match for Aglaya. 

Aglaya, however, does not renounce Myshkin, and even arranges a meeting between herself and 

Nastassya Filippovna, who has been writing letters to Aglaya to convince her to marry Myshkin. 

During this meeting, the two women force the Prince to choose between his romantic love for 

Aglaya and his compassionate pity-love for Nastassya Filippovna. Myshkin hesitates briefly, which 

prompts Aglaya to run off, breaking all hope of an engagement between them. Nastassya 

Filippovna wishes to marry the Prince again, but in the end she proves unable to bring herself to do 

so, instead running off with Rogozhin at the last minute. 

The Prince follows the two to St. Petersburg the next day and finds that Rogozhin has stabbed 

Nastassya Filippovna during the night. The two men keep vigil over her body, which Rogozhin has 

laid out in his study. The epilogue relates that Rogozhin is sentenced to fifteen years of hard labor 

in Siberia, that Prince Myshkin loses his mind and returns to the Swiss sanitarium, and that Aglaya 

leaves Russia with a Polish count who lies to her and soon abandons her. 
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Sounder 

William Armstrong 

 

 

A black sharecropper's family is poor and hungry. The father and his dog, Sounder, go hunting each 

night, but the hunting is poor. The family subsists on biscuits and gravy until one morning they 

wake up to the smell of boiling ham. They eat it, but a while later a sheriff and two of his deputies 

burst into the cabin and arrest the father, saying that they have proof he stole the ham. Sounder runs 

after them, and one of the deputies shoots him. 

The boy goes looking for Sounder but cannot find him anywhere. When he traces their steps, he 

finds blood on the ground along with Sounder's ear. He puts the ear under his pillow and wishes for 

Sounder's return. His mother thinks Sounder has gone off to die on his own, but for several weeks 

the boy goes in search of the dog each day. In father's absence, the family survives on the money 

mother makes by shelling walnuts. The boy undertakes the added responsibility of helping to look 

after his siblings, and he is stricken by the intense loneliness in the cabin. 

Around Christmastime, the boy's mother makes a four-layer cake for him to bring to his father in 

jail. On the way there, the boy is nervous about being stopped and made fun of by the townspeople. 

When he arrives at the jail, the jail guard treats him rudely, making him wait to enter for a number 

of hours. Finally, the boy is let into the jail, and the guard breaks the cake into pieces. The boy 

gives it to his father anyway and tells his father that Sounder might not be dead. The conversation 

between the boy and his father is strained and awkward, and at the end of it his father tells him not 

to come back to the jail anymore. 

The next morning the boy wakes up to the sound of faint whining and goes outside to find Sounder 

standing there. The dog can only use three of its legs and only has one ear and one eye. The boy and 

his mother tend to the dog, gradually getting used to the way Sounder looks. Soon they receive 

word that his father was convicted and sentenced to hard labor, traveling county to county. The boy 

resolves to search for his father, and, for a period of months, he journeys around the county looking 

for convicts working. One day the boy spots a group of convicts working, and he leans up against a 

fence to watch them, looking for his father. The guard watching the group whacks the boy on the 

fingers with a piece of iron and tells him to leave. 

The boy runs to a school where he tries to wash the blood of off his hands. He finds an old book in 

a trashcan and carries it with him. While he is at the cistern, school lets out, and he eventually meets 

an old teacher who takes him in, dresses his wounds, and asks what has happened to him. The boy 

tells the teacher about Sounder and his father, and the teacher extends an offer for the boy to live 

with him and learn to read. The boy's mother tells him to go, and the boy stays with the teacher 

during the fall and winter, working in the fields during the summer. One fall the boy is at home 

helping with chores when they see his father walking back toward them. Half of his father's body is 

damaged from a dynamite blast, but the man has made it home. 

The man and his dog are reunited and leave one night to go hunting. Sounder later comes back 

without his master, and, when the boy goes looking for his father, he finds him dead. Soon after, 

Sounder climbs under the porch and dies as well. Despite their deaths, there is a sense of peace and 



 47 

resolution over the family—especially over the boy, who has achieved the single thing he most 

wanted in the world, which is achieving his literacy. 

 

Romeo and Juliet 

William Shakespeare 

In the streets of Verona another brawl breaks out between the servants of the feuding noble families 

of Capulet and Montague. Benvolio, a Montague, tries to stop the fighting, but is himself embroiled 

when the rash Capulet, Tybalt, arrives on the scene. After citizens outraged by the constant violence 

beat back the warring factions, Prince Escalus, the ruler of Verona, attempts to prevent any further 

conflicts between the families by decreeing death for any individual who disturbs the peace in the 

future. 

Romeo, the son of Montague, runs into his cousin Benvolio, who had earlier seen Romeo moping in 

a grove of sycamores. After some prodding by Benvolio, Romeo confides that he is in love with 

Rosaline, a woman who does not return his affections. Benvolio counsels him to forget this woman 

and find another, more beautiful one, but Romeo remains despondent. 

Meanwhile, Paris, a kinsman of the Prince, seeks Juliet’s hand in marriage. Her father Capulet, 

though happy at the match, asks Paris to wait two years, since Juliet is not yet even fourteen. 

Capulet dispatches a servant with a list of people to invite to a masquerade and feast he traditionally 

holds. He invites Paris to the feast, hoping that Paris will begin to win Juliet’s heart. 

Romeo and Benvolio, still discussing Rosaline, encounter the Capulet servant bearing the list of 

invitations. Benvolio suggests that they attend, since that will allow Romeo to compare his beloved 

to other beautiful women of Verona. Romeo agrees to go with Benvolio to the feast, but only 

because Rosaline, whose name he reads on the list, will be there. 

In Capulet’s household, young Juliet talks with her mother, Lady Capulet, and her nurse about the 

possibility of marrying Paris. Juliet has not yet considered marriage, but agrees to look at Paris 

during the feast to see if she thinks she could fall in love with him. 

The feast begins. A melancholy Romeo follows Benvolio and their witty friend Mercutio to 

Capulet’s house. Once inside, Romeo sees Juliet from a distance and instantly falls in love with her; 

he forgets about Rosaline completely. As Romeo watches Juliet, entranced, a young Capulet, 

Tybalt, recognizes him, and is enraged that a Montague would sneak into a Capulet feast. He 

prepares to attack, but Capulet holds him back. Soon, Romeo speaks to Juliet, and the two 

experience a profound attraction. They kiss, not even knowing each other’s names. When he finds 

out from Juliet’s nurse that she is the daughter of Capulet—his family’s enemy—he becomes 

distraught. When Juliet learns that the young man she has just kissed is the son of Montague, she 

grows equally upset. 

As Mercutio and Benvolio leave the Capulet estate, Romeo leaps over the orchard wall into the 

garden, unable to leave Juliet behind. From his hiding place, he sees Juliet in a window above the 

orchard and hears her speak his name. He calls out to her, and they exchange vows of love. 
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Romeo hurries to see his friend and confessor Friar Lawrence, who, though shocked at the sudden 

turn of Romeo’s heart, agrees to marry the young lovers in secret since he sees in their love the 

possibility of ending the age-old feud between Capulet and Montague. The following day, Romeo 

and Juliet meet at Friar Lawrence’s cell and are married. The Nurse, who is privy to the secret, 

procures a ladder, which Romeo will use to climb into Juliet’s window for their wedding night. 

The next day, Benvolio and Mercutio encounter Tybalt—Juliet’s cousin—who, still enraged that 

Romeo attended Capulet’s feast, has challenged Romeo to a duel. Romeo appears. Now Tybalt’s 

kinsman by marriage, Romeo begs the Capulet to hold off the duel until he understands why Romeo 

does not want to fight. Disgusted with this plea for peace, Mercutio says that he will fight Tybalt 

himself. The two begin to duel. Romeo tries to stop them by leaping between the combatants. 

Tybalt stabs Mercutio under Romeo’s arm, and Mercutio dies. Romeo, in a rage, kills Tybalt. 

Romeo flees from the scene. Soon after, the Prince declares him forever banished from Verona for 

his crime. Friar Lawrence arranges for Romeo to spend his wedding night with Juliet before he has 

to leave for Mantua the following morning. 

In her room, Juliet awaits the arrival of her new husband. The Nurse enters, and, after some 

confusion, tells Juliet that Romeo has killed Tybalt. Distraught, Juliet suddenly finds herself 

married to a man who has killed her kinsman. But she resettles herself, and realizes that her duty 

belongs with her love: to Romeo. 

Romeo sneaks into Juliet’s room that night, and at last they consummate their marriage and their 

love. Morning comes, and the lovers bid farewell, unsure when they will see each other again. Juliet 

learns that her father, affected by the recent events, now intends for her to marry Paris in just three 

days. Unsure of how to proceed—unable to reveal to her parents that she is married to Romeo, but 

unwilling to marry Paris now that she is Romeo’s wife—Juliet asks her Nurse for advice. She 

counsels Juliet to proceed as if Romeo were dead and to marry Paris, who is a better match anyway. 

Disgusted with the Nurse’s disloyalty, Juliet disregards her advice and hurries to Friar Lawrence. 

He concocts a plan to reunite Juliet with Romeo in Mantua. The night before her wedding to Paris, 

Juliet must drink a potion that will make her appear to be dead. After she is laid to rest in the 

family’s crypt, the Friar and Romeo will secretly retrieve her, and she will be free to live with 

Romeo, away from their parents’ feuding. 

Juliet returns home to discover the wedding has been moved ahead one day, and she is to be 

married tomorrow. That night, Juliet drinks the potion, and the Nurse discovers her, apparently 

dead, the next morning. The Capulets grieve, and Juliet is entombed according to plan. But Friar 

Lawrence’s message explaining the plan to Romeo never reaches Mantua. Its bearer, Friar John, 

gets confined to a quarantined house. Romeo hears only that Juliet is dead. 

Romeo learns only of Juliet’s death and decides to kill himself rather than live without her. He buys 

a vial of poison from a reluctant Apothecary, then speeds back to Verona to take his own life at 

Juliet’s tomb. Outside the Capulet crypt, Romeo comes upon Paris, who is scattering flowers on 

Juliet’s grave. They fight, and Romeo kills Paris. He enters the tomb, sees Juliet’s inanimate body, 

drinks the poison, and dies by her side. Just then, Friar Lawrence enters and realizes that Romeo has 

killed Paris and himself. At the same time, Juliet awakes. Friar Lawrence hears the coming of the 

watch. When Juliet refuses to leave with him, he flees alone. Juliet sees her beloved Romeo and 

realizes he has killed himself with poison. She kisses his poisoned lips, and when that does not kill 

her, buries his dagger in her chest, falling dead upon his body. 

The watch arrives, followed closely by the Prince, the Capulets, and Montague. Montague declares 
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that Lady Montague has died of grief over Romeo’s exile. Seeing their children’s bodies, Capulet 

and Montague agree to end their long-standing feud and to raise gold statues of their children side-

by-side in a newly peaceful Verona. 

The Three Musketeers 

Alexandre Dumas 

The Three Musketeers is a marvelous journey and should be appreciated foremost for its 

engaging story. The techniques Dumas employed to such success in 1840-- particularly his mastery 

of the form of the Romance--still work today. 

As we saw in the closing portions of the book, Dumas gives us a fully developed Romance 

within his historical framework. He starts with levity and confidence, and ends with moroseness 

and doubt. The ending, indeed, seems to question many of the books dearly held values. 

D'Artagnanbecomes a lieutenant in the Musketeers, but his promotion comes from the Cardinal--the 

Cardinal whom he and his four friends had fought so valiantly against for the first half of the novel. 

In the epilogue, d'Artagnan befriends the Comte de Rochefort, a Cardinalist agent. Was all that 

earlier fighting really worth it, then? Or was there something futile in all the Musketeers' efforts? 

Both the possibility of futility and this return to the normal at the end of a great Quest, characterize 

the form of the Romance as much as do its lighter aspects. Dumas sees the form through. 

With Dumas's historical context in mind, the melancholy of the Romance becomes even more 

pronounced. It is almost as though Dumas presents this wonderful Romantic adventure, providing 

people with a chance to escape day to day toil and immerse themselves in better thoughts about 

their country, and then spurns it. He cannot bring himself to see the lie of Romanticism through to 

the end. Even bearing in mind that this turn to ambiguity is typical for the end of the Romance, it is 

hard not to interpret the ending of the novel as Dumas's rejection of Romantic values. 

There are two sequels to The Three Musketeers, which Dumas wrote to capitalize on the 

success of the novel. They are entitled Vingt ans apres, published in 10 volumes in 1845, and Dix 

ans plus tard, ou le vicomte de Bragelonne, published in 26 parts from 1848-1850. The latter opens 

in 1660, and tells of a matured, powerful d'Artagnan, captain of the Musketeers. It also contains the 

account of Porthos's heroic death. But despite these sequels, Dumas never fully recaptured his 

success of 1844. His estate and his health declined until, after a period of furious attempted 

productivity to recoup his debts, he died in 1870. The Romance left his life as well. 

But The Three Musketeers is not merely a Romance; it is also a great historical novel, and 

Dumas's interesting approach to history also contributes to the success of his book. While he keeps 

his characters away from being major players in national events, he is not afraid of brazenly 

attributing human motives to history. In Dumas's version, France and England very nearly fight a 

war simply because the Duke of Buckingham loves Anne of Austria: John Fenton assassinates 

Buckingham because of personal reasons provided by Milady, and so on. Part of the entertainment 

of The Three Musketeers is that, in seeming to avoid the great events and focus on petty affairs, 

Dumas explains the great events more satisfyingly and entertainingly than any direct explanation of 
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affairs of state could hope to do. History does not have a face-- d'Artagnan has a face, and a 

handsome one at that. 

Dumas's formula serves his story well. His incorporation of Romanticism into the historical 

novel lifted an entire genre of literature into public adulation, and gave the French people a story 

that reassured them about their country even as it brought them away from their country's troubles. 

Popular literature must be considered on two fronts: aesthetically and socially, as literature and as a 

popular artifact. The best popular literature, like the work of Alexandre Dumas, supercedes the 

latter category to come into our minds as a work of literature in its own right. It is not necessary to 

know about Dumas's life, or about French history, or about the genre of Romance, to enjoy The 

Three Musketeers. The superlative entertainment of the novel speaks for itself--which is why it 

remains so important and so interesting to study it. 

 

Where The Red Fern Grows 

Wilson Rawls 

Billy lives on a farm. He wants two good coonhounds very badly, but his Papa cannot afford 

any. Billy works hard, selling fruit and bait to fishermen, so eventually he has enough money for 

the dogs. He gives the money to his grandfather, who orders the dogs for him. Billy sneaks off in 

the middle of the night to go to town and pick them up. While in town, other children pick on him, 

but he stands up for himself and is helped by the marshal. On his way home, he and his two pups 

sleep in a cave. Outside, they hear a mountain lion, and the pups bravely howl back. He decides to 

name them Old Dan and Little Ann. He can see that Old Dan is very brave, and that Little Ann is 

very smart. 

Once home, he wants to begin training them. He has to have a raccoon hide to train them 

with. His grandfather shows him a way to set a trap that will catch even a clever coon. Just when he 

is about to give up on the traps, he catches a coon. The next day he begins to train Old Dan and 

Little Ann. By the time raccoon season starts in the fall, they are ready. On the first night, his dogs 

tree a coon in the biggest tree imaginable. Billy immediately sees that it will take days to cut down. 

He is determined to cut it down, because he told his dogs that if they could tree a coon he would 

take care of the rest. His dogs are counting on him. His parents bring him food. His grandfather 

shows him how to make a scarecrow, to keep the coon in the tree so he can go home and eat dinner. 

When the big sycamore finally falls and his dogs catch the coon, he is very proud. 

Billy goes coon hunting almost every night. His father relieves him of his chores, and Billy 

gives him the money from his coonskins. Sometimes, coons try to trick his dogs, and Old Dan gets 

into trouble. One night, Dan gets stuck in a muskrat hole. Another night, he climbs a tree. Little 

Ann is usually too smart to get into trouble, but one night, after the first snowfall, she falls through 

the ice on the river. Billy barely rescues her. 

One day, Billy and his grandfather make a bet with Ruben and Rainie Pritchard, that Billy's 

hounds can catch the legendary "ghost coon." The Pritchard boys set out with Billy to see if Old 

Dan and Little Ann can catch the ghost coon. The coon leads the dogs on a long, complicated chase, 

and the Pritchard boys want to give up. But Billy is determined. Finally, when the dogs have the 

coon treed, Billy refuses to kill her. Just as Ruben starts to beat up Billy, Old Dan and Little Ann 
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begin to attack the Pritchards' dog. Ruben runs to attack the dogs with an axe, but falls and kills 

himself. Billy is very distraught afterward. Finally he goes to Ruben's grave with some flowers, 

then feels much better. 

Billy's grandfather enters Billy in a coon-hunting contest. He, his grandfather, and his father 

take a buggy to the contest. It is filled with adult coon hunters with expensive gear and beautiful 

hounds. Somehow, Little Ann wins the beauty contest on the first day. The other coon hunters are 

very kind to Billy. Billy and his dogs qualify for the championship round. While Billy, his papa, his 

grandfather, and a judge are out hunting with coons, a winter blizzard begins. They lose track of the 

dogs, and Billy's grandfather falls and badly sprains his ankle. They stop and build a fire as day 

begins to break. Soon enough, they find the dogs, covered with ice. They have gotten just enough 

coons to win. Everyone at the tournament cheers. Billy has also won a jackpot of 300 dollars. 

Billy's mama and sisters are overjoyed. Billy keeps up his hunting. One night, however, his 

dogs tree a mountain lion. Old Dan howls defiantly, and the big cat attacks. Billy is horrified, and 

with his axe he enters the fray, hoping to save his dogs, but they end up having to save him. 

Eventually, the dogs defeat the mountain lion, but Old Dan is badly wounded. He dies the next day. 

Billy is heartbroken, but Little Ann is so sad that she loses her will to live, and dies a few days later. 

Billy's papa tries to tell him that it is all for the best, because with the money Billy has earned, the 

family hopes to move to town. Billy does not completely recover until on the day of the move; he 

goes to visit the dogs' graves and finds a giant red fern. According to Indian legend, only an angel 

can plant a red fern. Billy and his family look at the fern in awe, and he feels ready to leave for the 

town. 

 

Of Mice and Men 

John Steinbeck 

Two migrant workers, George and Lennie, have been let off a bus miles away from the California 

farm where they are due to start work. George is a small, dark man with “sharp, strong features.” 

Lennie, his companion, is his opposite, a giant of a man with a “shapeless” face. Overcome with 

thirst, the two stop in a clearing by a pool and decide to camp for the night. As the two converse, it 

becomes clear that Lennie has a mild mental disability, and is deeply devoted to George and 

dependent upon him for protection and guidance. George finds that Lennie, who loves petting soft 

things but often accidentally kills them, has been carrying and stroking a dead mouse. He angrily 

throws it away, fearing that Lennie might catch a disease from the dead animal. George complains 

loudly that his life would be easier without having to care for Lennie, but the reader senses that 

their friendship and devotion is mutual. He and Lennie share a dream of buying their own piece of 

land, farming it, and, much to Lennie’s delight, keeping rabbits. George ends the night by treating 

Lennie to the story he often tells him about what life will be like in such an idyllic place. 

The next day, the men report to the nearby ranch. George, fearing how the boss will react to Lennie, 

insists that he’ll do all the talking. He lies, explaining that they travel together because they are 

cousins and that a horse kicked Lennie in the head when he was a child. They are hired. They meet 

Candy, an old “swamper,” or handyman, with a missing hand and an ancient dog, and Curley, the 

boss’s mean-spirited son. Curley is newly married, possessive of his flirtatious wife, and full of 

jealous suspicion. Once George and Lennie are alone in the bunkhouse, Curley’s wife appears and 
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flirts with them. Lennie thinks she is “purty,” but George, sensing the trouble that could come from 

tangling with this woman and her husband, warns Lennie to stay away from her. Soon, the ranch-

hands return from the fields for lunch, and George and Lennie meet Slim, the skilled mule driver 

who wields great authority on the ranch. Slim comments on the rarity of friendship like that 

between George and Lennie. Carlson, another ranch-hand, suggests that since Slim’s dog has just 

given birth, they should offer a puppy to Candy and shoot Candy’s old, good-for-nothing dog. 

The next day, George confides in Slim that he and Lennie are not cousins, but have been friends 

since childhood. He tells how Lennie has often gotten them into trouble. For instance, they were 

forced to flee their last job because Lennie tried to touch a woman’s dress and was accused of rape. 

Slim agrees to give Lennie one of his puppies, and Carlson continues to badger Candy to kill his old 

dog. When Slim agrees with Carlson, saying that death would be a welcome relief to the suffering 

animal, Candy gives in. Carlson, before leading the dog outside, promises to do the job painlessly. 

Slim goes to the barn to do some work, and Curley, who is maniacally searching for his wife, heads 

to the barn to accost Slim. Candy overhears George and Lennie discussing their plans to buy land, 

and offers his life’s savings if they will let him live there too. The three make a pact to let no one 

else know of their plan. Slim returns to the bunkhouse, berating Curley for his suspicions. Curley, 

searching for an easy target for his anger, finds Lennie and picks a fight with him. Lennie crushes 

Curley’s hand in the altercation. Slim warns Curley that if he tries to get George and Lennie fired, 

he will be the laughingstock of the farm. 

The next night, most of the men go to the local brothel. Lennie is left with Crooks, the lonely, black 

stable-hand, and Candy. Curley’s wife flirts with them, refusing to leave until the other men come 

home. She notices the cuts on Lennie’s face and suspects that he, and not a piece of machinery as 

Curley claimed, is responsible for hurting her husband. This thought amuses her. The next day, 

Lennie accidentally kills his puppy in the barn. Curley’s wife enters and consoles him. She admits 

that life with Curley is a disappointment, and wishes that she had followed her dream of becoming a 

movie star. Lennie tells her that he loves petting soft things, and she offers to let him feel her hair. 

When he grabs too tightly, she cries out. In his attempt to silence her, he accidentally breaks her 

neck. 

Lennie flees back to a pool of the Salinas River that George had designated as a meeting place 

should either of them get into trouble. As the men back at the ranch discover what has happened 

and gather together a lynch party, George joins Lennie. Much to Lennie’s surprise, George is not 

mad at him for doing “a bad thing.” George begins to tell Lennie the story of the farm they will 

have together. As he describes the rabbits that Lennie will tend, the sound of the approaching lynch 

party grows louder. George shoots his friend in the back of the head. 

When the other men arrive, George lets them believe that Lennie had the gun, and George wrestled 

it away from him and shot him. Only Slim understands what has really happened, that George has 

killed his friend out of mercy. Slim consolingly leads him away, and the other men, completely 

puzzled, watch them leave. 

 

All Quiet On The Western Front 

Erich Maria Remarque 
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All Quiet on the Western Front is narrated by Paul Bäumer, a young man of nineteen who fights in 

the German army on the French front in World War I. Paul and several of his friends from school 

joined the army voluntarily after listening to the stirring patriotic speeches of their teacher, 

Kantorek. But after experiencing ten weeks of brutal training at the hands of the petty, cruel 

Corporal Himmelstoss and the unimaginable brutality of life on the front, Paul and his friends have 

realized that the ideals of nationalism and patriotism for which they enlisted are simply empty 

clichés. They no longer believe that war is glorious or honorable, and they live in constant physical 

terror. 

When Paul’s company receives a short reprieve after two weeks of fighting, only eighty men of the 

original 150-man company return from the front. The cook doesn’t want to give the survivors the 

rations that were meant for the dead men but eventually agrees to do so; the men thus enjoy a large 

meal. Paul and his friends visit Kemmerich, a former classmate who has recently had a leg 

amputated after contracting gangrene. Kemmerich is slowly dying, and Müller, another former 

classmate, wants Kemmerich’s boots for himself. Paul doesn’t consider Müller insensitive; like the 

other soldiers, Müller simply realizes pragmatically that Kemmerich no longer needs his boots. 

Surviving the agony of war, Paul observes, forces one to learn to disconnect oneself from emotions 

like grief, sympathy, and fear. Not long after this encounter, Paul returns to Kemmerich’s bedside 

just as the young man dies. At Kemmerich’s request, Paul takes his boots to Müller. 

A group of new recruits comes to reinforce the company, and Paul’s friend Kat produces a beef and 

bean stew that impresses them. Kat says that if all the men in an army, including the officers, were 

paid the same wage and given the same food, wars would be over immediately. Kropp, another of 

Paul’s former classmates, says that there should be no armies; he argues that a nation’s leaders 

should instead fight out their disagreements with clubs. They discuss the fact that petty, 

insignificant people become powerful and arrogant during war, and Tjaden, a member of Paul’s 

company, announces that the cruel Corporal Himmelstoss has come to fight at the front. 

At night, the men go on a harrowing mission to lay barbed wire at the front. Pounded by artillery, 

they hide in a graveyard, where the force of the shelling causes the buried corpses to emerge from 

their graves, as groups of living men fall dead around them. After this gruesome event, the 

surviving soldiers return to their camp, where they kill lice and think about what they will do at the 

end of the war. Some of the men have tentative plans, but all of them seem to feel that the war will 

never end. Paul fears that if the war did end, he wouldn’t know what to do with himself. 

Himmelstoss arrives at the front; when the men see him, Tjaden insults him. The men’s lieutenant 

gives them light punishment but also lectures Himmelstoss about the futility of saluting at the front. 

Paul and Kat find a house with a goose and roast the goose for supper, enjoying a rare good meal. 

The company is caught in a bloody battle with a charging group of Allied infantrymen. Men are 

blown apart, limbs are severed from torsos, and giant rats pick at the dead and the wounded. Paul 

feels that he must become an animal in battle, trusting only his instincts to keep him alive. After the 

battle, only thirty-two of eighty men are still alive. The men are given a short reprieve at a field 

depot. Paul and some of his friends go for a swim, which ends in a rendezvous with a group of 

French girls. Paul desperately wishes to recapture his innocence with a girl, but he feels that it is 

impossible to do so. 

Paul receives seventeen days of leave and goes home to see his family. He feels awkward and 

oppressed in his hometown, unable to discuss his traumatic experiences with anyone. He learns that 

his mother is dying of cancer and that Kantorek has been conscripted as a soldier, from which he 

derives a certain cold satisfaction. He visits Kemmerich’s mother and tells her, untruthfully, that her 
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son’s death was instant and painless. At the end of his leave, Paul spends some time at a training 

camp near a group of Russian prisoners-of-war. Paul feels that the Russians are people just like 

him, not subhuman enemies, and wonders how war can make enemies of people who have no 

grudge against one another. 

Paul is sent back to his company and is reunited with his friends. The kaiser, the German emperor, 

pays a visit to the front, and the men are disappointed to see that he is merely a short man with a 

weak voice. In battle, Paul is separated from his company and forced to hide in a shell hole. A 

French soldier jumps into the shell hole with him, and Paul instinctively stabs him. As the man dies 

a slow, painful death, Paul is overcome with remorse for having hurt him. He feels again that this 

enemy soldier is no enemy at all but rather a victim of war just like himself. Paul looks through the 

soldier’s things and finds that his name was Gérard Duval and learns that Duval had a wife and 

child at home. When he returns to his company, Paul recounts the incident to his friends, who try to 

console him. 

Paul and his friends are given an easy assignment: for three weeks, they are to guard a supply depot 

away from the fighting. When the next battle takes place, Paul and Kropp are wounded and forced 

to bribe a sergeant-major with cigars in order to be placed on the hospital train together. At the 

hospital, Paul undergoes surgery. Kropp’s leg is amputated, and he becomes extremely depressed. 

After his surgery, Paul has a short leave at home before he returns to his company. 

As the German army begins to give in to the unrelenting pressure of the Allied forces, Paul’s 

friends are killed in combat one by one. Detering, one of Paul’s close friends, attempts to desert but 

is caught and court-martialed. Kat is killed when a piece of shrapnel slices his head open while Paul 

is carrying him to safety. By the fall of 1918, Paul is the only one of his circle of friends who is still 

alive. Soldiers everywhere whisper that the Germans will soon surrender and that peace will come. 

Paul is poisoned in a gas attack and given a short leave. He reflects that, when the war ends, he will 

be ruined for peacetime; all he knows is the war. In October 1918, on a day with very little fighting, 

Paul is killed. The army report for that day reads simply: “All quiet on the Western Front.” Paul’s 

corpse wears a calm expression, as though relieved that the end has come at last. 

 

Pygmalion 

George Bernard Shaw 

Two old gentlemen meet in the rain one night at Covent Garden. Professor Higgins is a scientist of 

phonetics, and Colonel Pickering is a linguist of Indian dialects. The first bets the other that he can, 

with his knowledge of phonetics, convince high London society that, in a matter of months, he will 

be able to transform the cockney speaking Covent Garden flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, into a woman 

as poised and well-spoken as a duchess. The next morning, the girl appears at his laboratory on 

Wimpole Street to ask for speech lessons, offering to pay a shilling, so that she may speak properly 

enough to work in a flower shop. Higgins makes merciless fun of her, but is seduced by the idea of 

working his magic on her. Pickering goads him on by agreeing to cover the costs of the experiment 

if Higgins can pass Eliza off as a duchess at an ambassador's garden party. The challenge is taken, 

and Higgins starts by having his housekeeper bathe Eliza and give her new clothes. Then Eliza's 

father Alfred Doolittlecomes to demand the return of his daughter, though his real intention is to hit 

Higgins up for some money. The professor, amused by Doolittle's unusual rhetoric, gives him five 
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pounds. On his way out, the dustman fails to recognize the now clean, pretty flower girl as his 

daughter. 

For a number of months, Higgins trains Eliza to speak properly. Two trials for Eliza follow. 

The first occurs at Higgins' mother's home, where Eliza is introduced to the Eynsford Hills, a trio of 

mother, daughter, and son. The son Freddyis very attracted to her, and further taken with what he 

thinks is her affected "small talk" when she slips into cockney. Mrs. Higgins worries that the 

experiment will lead to problems once it is ended, but Higgins and Pickering are too absorbed in 

their game to take heed. A second trial, which takes place some months later at an ambassador's 

party (and which is not actually staged), is a resounding success. The wager is definitely won, but 

Higgins and Pickering are now bored with the project, which causes Eliza to be hurt. She throws 

Higgins' slippers at him in a rage because she does not know what is to become of her, thereby 

bewildering him. He suggests she marry somebody. She returns him the hired jewelry, and he 

accuses her of ingratitude. 

The following morning, Higgins rushes to his mother, in a panic because Eliza has run away. 

On his tail is Eliza's father, now unhappily rich from the trust of a deceased millionaire who took to 

heart Higgins' recommendation that Doolittle was England's "most original moralist." Mrs. Higgins, 

who has been hiding Eliza upstairs all along, chides the two of them for playing with the girl's 

affections. When she enters, Eliza thanks Pickering for always treating her like a lady, but threatens 

Higgins that she will go work with his rival phonetician, Nepommuck. The outraged Higgins cannot 

help but start to admire her. As Eliza leaves for her father's wedding, Higgins shouts out a few 

errands for her to run, assuming that she will return to him at Wimpole Street. Eliza, who has a 

lovelorn sweetheart in Freddy, and the wherewithal to pass as a duchess, never makes it clear 

whether she will or not. 

 

Das Kapital 

Karl Marx 

Karl Marx's Capital can be read as a work of economics, sociology and history. He addresses a 

myriad of topics, but is most generally trying to present a systematic account of the nature, 

development, and future of the capitalist system. There is a strong economic focus to this work, and 

Marx addresses the nature of commodities, wages and the worker-capitalist relationship, among 

other things. Much of this work tries to show the ways in which workers are exploited by the 

capitalist mode of production. He also provides a history of past exploitations. Marx argues that the 

capitalist system is ultimately unstable, because it cannot endlessly sustain profits. Thus, it provides 

a more technical background to some of his more generally accessible works, like The Communist 

Manifesto. 

This study guide focuses on one component of Capital, Marx's schema of how the capitalist 

system functions. Marx argues that commodities have both a use-value and an exchange-value, and 

that their exchange-value is rooted in how much labor-powerwent into them. While traditionally 

people bought commodities in order to use them, capitalists use commodities differently. Their final 

goal is increased profit. Therefore, they put out money and buy commodities, in order to sell those 

commodities for a profit. The cycle then repeats itself. The reason why the capitalists are able to 

make a profit is that they only need to pay workers their value (how much it takes to keep them 
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functional), but the workers produce more than that amount in a day. Thus, the workers are 

exploited. The capitalists are able to do this because they have more power, and control the means 

of production. Furthermore, the workers' character is negatively affected by the system. They don't 

own the products of their labor, and the repetitive work they have to do makes them little more than 

machines. 

 

Dr. Zhivago 

Boris Pasternak 

Doctor Zhivago tells the story of Yury Zhivago, a man torn between his love for two women while 

caught in the tumultuous course of twentieth century Russian history. Yury's mother dies when he is 

still a young boy, and he is raised by his uncle Kolya. He enrolls at the university in Moscow, 

studying medicine. There he meets Tonya, and the two marry and have a son, Sasha. 

Yury becomes a medical officer in the army and is stationed in a small town. He meets Lara, 

a woman whom he has seen twice before. The first time, he visited the house of a woman who tried 

to commit suicide, and he saw Lara, the woman's daughter, exchanging glances with an older man, 

Komarovsky. The second time, Lara tried to shoot Komarovsky at a party and instead wounded a 

prosecutor from the courts. Lara is married to Pasha, a young soldier who is missing, and she has 

come west to find him. She has a daughter, Katya, whom she has left in Yuryatin, her birthplace in 

the Urals. 

Yury is captivated by Lara, but he returns to his wife and son in Moscow. Times are difficult, 

and the family must struggle to find food and firewood. They decide to move east to Varyniko, an 

estate once owned by Tonya's grandfather but now being worked as a collective. The journey is 

long and difficult, but when they arrive they find plenty of food and wood. Yury goes to the nearest 

city, Yuryatin, to use the library. There, he sees Lara once more. They begin an affair that lasts two 

months before Yury decides to break off contact and confess all to his wife. On his way, he is 

captured by the partisan army, which conscripts him as a medical officer. 

Yury is forced to remain with the army through the end of the war between the Tsarist Whites 

and the Communist Reds. When he is released, he returns to Yuryatin to find Lara. The two spend 

several months together, and then they go to Varykino to hide. Lara's former husband, Pasha, 

became a leader in the Urals but is now wanted. Komarovsky returns and urges them to go east with 

him to avoid being killed. Yury's family has been exiled to Paris, and he is promised the 

opportunity to join them. Yury tricks Lara into taking her daughter and going with Komarovsky, 

while he remains at Varykino. 

Yury returns to Moscow and finds work. He begins living with Marina, the daughter of a 

family friend. He and Marina have two children. Yury's old friends Misha and Nickyencourage him 

to resolve his divided loyalties toward Tonya and Marina. He finds a new job but on the way to his 

first day at work he dies of a heart attack. Lara comes to the funeral and asks Yury's half-brother, a 

lawyer, if there is any way to track the location of a child given away to strangers. She stays for 

several days and then disappears, likely dying in a concentration camp. Years later, Misha and 

Nicky are fighting in World War II and encounter a laundry-girl, Tanya, who tells them her life 

story. They determine that she is the daughter of Lara and Yury. 
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Henry VIII 

William Shakespeare 

The figure of the Prologue comes onto the stage to declare that what follows is a serious play. 

Several lords, including Buckingham, enter; Buckingham is angry that Cardinal Wolsey has such 

powerful influence over the king. Buckingham suspects Wolsey of being ambitious and disloyal. 

The other lords urge him to keep his words to himself, but just then, a guard comes to arrest 

Buckingham with the charge of treason. He goes quietly to jail. 

The king and queen attend a hearing in which Wolsey questions Buckingham's former 

employee (the Surveyor) about his loyalties. This man declares that Buckingham fancied himself 

next in line to the throne should the king die without an heir. Henryis angered and sentences 

Buckingham to death for disloyalty. However, the queen thinks that the Surveyor bears a grudge 

against Buckingham and has delivered lies in his testimony. 

Many lords go to a dinner party at Wolsey's house, and the king comes in disguise. Wolsey 

sees through the disguise, and the king meets Anne Bullen. He is very impressed with her beauty. 

Several men in the street discuss the trial of Buckingham, how he defended himself 

eloquently but was sentenced to death. The common people hate Wolsey, they all agree. 

Buckingham, speaks to the people, forgiving those who turned against him. He notes how his own 

death resembles that of his father, who also was killed by the king to whom he was loyal all his life. 

Several lords hear talk of the king's plan to divorce his wife, Katharine. Anne hears the news, 

too, and is sorry for Katharine, reflecting that she herself would never want to be the queen. Then, 

she receives a new title and money from the king, as a sign of his fondness for her. 

A cardinal from Rome arrives with the Pope's decision about whether Henry may divorce 

Katharine. Katharine beseeches the king not to divorce her, saying that she has been a loyal and 

honest wife to him for two decades. She calls Wolseya traitor and refuses to submit to his will, 

sweeping out of the court. The king enumerates his reasons for believing his marriage to Katharine 

is unlawful and must be dissolved. Wolsey and the cardinal from Rome speak to Katharine, trying 

to convince her to go along with the divorce so she may stay under the king's care. She curses them 

for their role in her demise, which enrages her after so much faithfulness. 

The lords of the court now suspect Wolsey has been double-dealing in the divorce. But before 

they can work out a scheme to bring him down, Wolsey falls through his own inattention. The king 

intercepts an inventory of the possessions Wolsey has seized from fallen lords and a letter Wolsey 

wrote to the Pope urging the Pope to refuse the divorce request until Henry forgets his infatuation 

with Anne. The king confronts him and asks Wolsey if he has been a good servant, and Wolsey 

replies affirmatively. Then, the king shows him the papers he has uncovered. Wolsey knows he is 

lost. The lords deliver the king's charges against Wolsey, stripping him of his title and belongings. 

Wolsey regrets his ambitious behavior and sees that he was wrong to have tried to influence the 

affairs of state. Saying that he finally knows himself, he leaves the court. 
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The king announces his marriage with Anne, and people in the street scramble to watch the 

procession to her coronation. Katharine has now been demoted to "Princess Dowager," and she 

expects that her demise will lead soon to her death. Hearing of the death of Wolsey, she speaks 

against him again, but one of her attendants (Griffith) praises him. Katharine is, thus, convinced to 

forgive Wolsey. 

In the court, the lords hear that the queen (Anne) is in labor. The king discovers a plot against 

his recently returned friend Cranmer, so he summons Cranmer to explain the complaints against 

him. Cranmer is convinced that he will fall into traps set for him, so the king gives him his ring as a 

sign of his support. Meanwhile, Anne gives birth to a female child. 

Cranmer is called before the Council, of which he is a member, to answer to complaints 

against him. The king watches the proceedings from above. The lords tell Cranmer that nothing can 

be done about the complaints while he is a Council member, so they want to make him into a 

regular citizen by confining him to the Tower. When guards arrives to take him away, Cranmer 

shows the lords the king's ring, and the king enters the Council to scold the lords for infighting, 

urging them to get along with each other. Cranmer forgives those who have plotted against him, 

specifically Gardiner. 

 Commoners gather in the street to view the baptism of the king's daughter. 

Cranmer baptizes her as Elizabeth and speaks of her future greatness and the achievements 

both she and her successors will have. The Epilogue comes on stage, urging the audience to 

applaud. 

The Brothers Karamazov 
Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

 

IN HIS YOUTH, Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov is a coarse, vulgar man whose main concerns are 

making money and seducing young women. He marries twice and has three sons: Dmitri, the child 

of his first wife, and Ivan and Alyosha, children of his second wife. Fyodor Pavlovich never has any 

interest in his sons, and when their mothers die, he sends them away to be brought up by relatives 

and friends. At the beginning of the novel, Dmitri Karamazov, who is now a twenty-eight-year-old 

soldier, has just returned to Fyodor Pavlovich’s town. Fyodor Pavlovich is unhappy to see Dmitri 

because Dmitri has come to claim an inheritance left to him by his mother. Fyodor Pavlovich plans 

to keep the inheritance for himself. The two men swiftly fall into conflict over the money, and the 

coldly intellectual Ivan, who knows neither his father nor his brother well, is eventually called in to 

help settle their dispute. The kind, faithful Alyosha, who is about twenty, also lives in the town, 

where he is an acolyte, or apprentice, at the monastery, studying with the renowned elder Zosima. 

Eventually Dmitri and Fyodor Pavlovich agree that perhaps Zosima could help resolve the 

Karamazovs’ quarrel, and Alyosha tentatively consents to arrange a meeting. 

At the monastery, Alyosha’s worst fears are realized. After Fyodor Pavlovich makes a fool of 

himself by mocking the monks and telling vulgar stories, Dmitri arrives late, and Dmitri and Fyodor 

Pavlovich become embroiled in a shouting match. It turns out that they have more to quarrel about 

than money: they are both in love with Grushenka, a beautiful young woman in the town. Dmitri 

has left his fiancée, Katerina, to pursue Grushenka, while Fyodor Pavlovich has promised to give 

Grushenka 3,000 rubles if she becomes his lover. This sum is significant, as Dmitri recently stole 
3,000 rubles from Katerina in order to finance a lavish trip with Grushenka, and he is now desperate 

to pay the money back. As father and son shout at each other at the monastery, the wise old Zosima 
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unexpectedly kneels and bows his head to the ground at Dmitri’s feet. He later explains to Alyosha 

that he could see that Dmitri is destined to suffer greatly. 

Many years previously, Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov fathered a fourth son with a retarded mute 

girl who lived in town as the village idiot. The girl died as she gave birth to the baby, who was 

taken in by servants of Fyodor Pavlovich and forced to work as a servant for him as well. Fyodor 

Pavlovich never treats the child, Smerdyakov, as a son, and Smerdyakov develops a strange and 

malicious personality. He also suffers from epilepsy. Despite the limitations of his upbringing, 

however, Smerdyakov is not stupid. He enjoys nothing more than listening to Ivan discuss 

philosophy, and in his own conversations, he frequently invokes many of Ivan’s ideas—specifically 

that the soul is not immortal, and that therefore morality does not exist and the categories of good 

and evil are irrelevant to human experience. 

After the humiliating scene in the monastery, the rest of Alyosha’s day is only slightly less trying. 

Dmitri sends Alyosha to break off Dmitri’s engagement with Katerina. Alyosha then argues about 

religion with Ivan in front of the smirking Fyodor Pavlovich. Alyosha also gets caught in the 

middle of another explosion between Dmitri and Fyodor Pavlovich over Grushenka, in the course 

of which Dmitri throws Fyodor Pavlovich to the ground and threatens to kill him. But despite the 

hardships of his day, Alyosha is so gentle and loving that he is concerned only with how he might 

help his family. After tending his father’s wounds, he returns to the monastery for the night. 

The next day, Alyosha visits Katerina. To his surprise, Ivan is with Katerina, and Alyosha 

immediately perceives that Ivan and Katerina are in love. Alyosha tries to convince them that they 

should act on their love for one another, but they are both too proud and cold to listen. Alyosha has 

dinner with Ivan, and Ivan explains to him the source of his religious doubt: he cannot reconcile the 

idea of a loving God with the needless suffering of innocent people, particularly children. Any God 

that would allow such suffering, he says, does not love mankind. He recites a poem he has written 

called “The Grand Inquisitor,” in which he accuses Christ of placing an intolerable burden upon 

humanity by guaranteeing that people have free will and the ability to choose whether or not to 

believe in God. 

That evening, Alyosha again returns to the monastery, where the frail Zosima is now on his 

deathbed. Alyosha hurries to Zosima’s cell, and arrives just in time to hear his final lesson, which 

emphasizes the importance of love and forgiveness in all human affairs. Zosima dies stretching his 

arms out before him, as though to embrace the world. 

Many of the monks are optimistic that Zosima’s death will be accompanied by a miracle, but no 

miracle takes place. If anything, Zosima’s corpse begins to stink more quickly than might have 

been expected, which is taken by Zosima’s critics to mean that he was corrupt and unreliable in life. 

Sickened by the injustice of seeing the wise and loving Zosima humiliated after his death, Alyosha 

allows his friend Rakitin to take him to see Grushenka. Although Rakitin and Grushenka hope to 

corrupt Alyosha, just the opposite happens, and a bond of sympathy and understanding springs up 

between Grushenka and Alyosha. Their friendship renews Alyosha’s faith, and Alyosha helps 

Grushenka to begin her own spiritual redemption. That night, Alyosha has a dream in which 

Zosima tells him that he has done a good deed in helping Grushenka. This dream further 

strengthens Alyosha’s love and resolve, and he goes outside to kiss the ground to show his passion 

for doing good on Earth. 

Dmitri has spent two days unsuccessfully trying to raise the money to pay Katerina the 3,000 rubles 

he owes her. No one will lend him the money, and he has nothing to sell. At last he goes to 

Grushenka’s house, and when she is not there, he is suddenly convinced that she has gone to be 

with Fyodor Pavlovich. He rushes to Fyodor Pavlovich’s house, but finds that Grushenka is not 

there. While prowling on the grounds, Dmitri strikes Fyodor Pavlovich’s old servant, Grigory, 

leaving him bloody and unconscious. Then he flees. He returns to Grushenka’s house, and learns 

from her maid that Grushenka has gone to rejoin a lover who abandoned her several years ago. 
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Dmitri now decides that his only course of action is to kill himself. But he decides to see Grushenka 

one last time before he does so. 

A few minutes later, Dmitri strides into a shop, with his shirt bloody and a large wad of cash in his 

hand. He buys food and wine, and travels out to see Grushenka and her lover. When Grushenka 

sees the two men together, she realizes that she really loves Dmitri. Dmitri locks the other man in a 

closet, and Dmitri and Grushenka begin to plan their wedding. But the police suddenly burst in and 

arrest Dmitri. He is accused of the murder of his father, who has been found dead. Due to the large 

amount of evidence against Dmitri, including the money suddenly found in his possession, he will 

be made to stand trial. Dmitri says that the money was what he had left after spending half of the 
3,000 rubles he stole from Katerina, but no one believes him. Dmitri is imprisoned. 

Meanwhile, Alyosha befriends some of the local schoolboys. He meets a dying boy named Ilyusha, 

and arranges for the other boys to come visit him every day. Alyosha helps Ilyusha’s family as the 

young boy nears death, and he is universally adored by all the schoolboys, who look to him for 

guidance. 

Ivan talks to Smerdyakov about Fyodor Pavlovich’s death, and Smerdyakov confesses to Ivan that 

he, and not Dmitri, committed the murder. But he says that Ivan is also implicated in the crime 

because the philosophical lessons Smerdyakov learned from Ivan, regarding the impossibility of 

evil in a world without a God, made Smerdyakov capable of committing murder. This statement 

causes Ivan to become consumed with guilt. After returning home, Ivan suffers a nervous 

breakdown in which he sees a devil that relentlessly taunts him. The apparition vanishes when 

Alyosha arrives with the news that Smerdyakov has hung himself. 

At the trial, Dmitri’s case seems to be going well until Ivan is called upon to testify. Ivan madly 

asserts that he himself is guilty of the murder, throwing the courtroom into confusion. To clear 

Ivan’s name, Katerina leaps up and shows a letter she received from Dmitri in which he wrote that 

he was afraid he might one day murder his father. Even after the letter is read, most of the people in 

the courtroom are convinced of Dmitri’s innocence. But the peasants on the jury find him guilty, 

and he is taken back to prison to await his exile in Siberia. 

After the trial, Katerina takes Ivan to her house, where she plans to nurse him through his illness. 

She and Dmitri forgive one another, and she arranges for Dmitri to escape from prison and flee to 

America with Grushenka. Alyosha’s friend Ilyusha dies, and Alyosha gives a speech to the 

schoolboys at his funeral. In plain language, he says that they must all remember the love they feel 

for one another and treasure their memories of one another. The schoolboys, moved, give Alyosha 

an enthusiastic cheer. 

 

The Republic 
Plato 

 

WHY DO MEN BEHAVE JUSTLY? Is it because they fear societal punishment? Are they trembling before 

notions of divine retribution? Do the stronger elements of society scare the weak into submission in 

the name of law? Or do men behave justly because it is good for them to do so? Is justice, 

regardless of its rewards and punishments, a good thing in and of itself? How do we define justice? 

Plato sets out to answer these questions in the Republic. He wants to define justice, and to define it in 

such a way as to show that justice is worthwhile in and of itself. He meets these two challenges with 

a single solution: a definition of justice that appeals to human psychology, rather than to perceived 

behavior. 

Plato’s strategy in the Republic is to first explicate the primary notion of societal, or political, justice, 

and then to derive an analogous concept of individual justice. In Books II, III, and IV, Plato 

identifies political justice as harmony in a structured political body. An ideal society consists of 
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three main classes of people—producers (craftsmen, farmers, artisans, etc.), auxiliaries (warriors), 

and guardians (rulers); a society is just when relations between these three classes are right. Each 

group must perform its appropriate function, and only that function, and each must be in the right 

position of power in relation to the others. Rulers must rule, auxiliaries must uphold rulers’ 

convictions, and producers must limit themselves to exercising whatever skills nature granted them 

(farming, blacksmithing, painting, etc.) Justice is a principle of specialization: a principle that 

requires that each person fulfill the societal role to which nature fitted him and not interfere in any 

other business. 

At the end of Book IV, Plato tries to show that individual justice mirrors political justice. He claims 

that the soul of every individual has a three part structure analogous to the three classes of a society. 

There is a rational part of the soul, which seeks after truth and is responsible for our philosophical 

inclinations; a spirited part of the soul, which desires honor and is responsible for our feelings of 

anger and indignation; and an appetitive part of the soul, which lusts after all sorts of things, but 

money most of all (since money must be used to fulfill any other base desire). The just individual 

can be defined in analogy with the just society; the three parts of his soul achieve the requisite 

relationships of power and influence in regard to one another. In a just individual, the rational part 

of the soul rules, the spirited part of the soul supports this rule, and the appetitive part of the soul 

submits and follows wherever reason leads. Put more plainly: in a just individual, the entire soul 

aims at fulfilling the desires of the rational part, much as in the just society the entire community 

aims at fulfilling whatever the rulers will. 

The parallels between the just society and the just individual run deep. Each of the three classes of 

society, in fact, is dominated by one of the three parts of the soul. Producers are dominated by their 

appetites—their urges for money, luxury, and pleasure. Warriors are dominated by their spirits, 

which make them courageous. Rulers are dominated by their rational faculties and strive for 

wisdom. Books V through VII focus on the rulers as the philosopher kings. 

In a series of three analogies—the allegories of the sun, the line, and the cave—Plato explains who 

these individuals are while hammering out his theory of the Forms. Plato explains that the world is 

divided into two realms, the visible (which we grasp with our senses) and the intelligible (which we 

only grasp with our mind). The visible world is the universe we see around us. The intelligible 

world is comprised of the Forms—abstract, changeless absolutes such as Goodness, Beauty, 

Redness, and Sweetness that exist in permanent relation to the visible realm and make it possible. 

(An apple is red and sweet, the theory goes, because it participates in the Forms of Redness and 

Sweetness.) Only the Forms are objects of knowledge, because only they possess the eternal 

unchanging truth that the mind—not the senses—must apprehend.  

Only those whose minds are trained to grasp the Forms—the philosophers—can know anything at 

all. In particular, what the philosophers must know in order to become able rulers is the Form of the 

Good—the source of all other Forms, and of knowledge, truth, and beauty. Plato cannot describe 

this Form directly, but he claims that it is to the intelligible realm what the sun is to the visible 

realm. Using the allegory of the cave, Plato paints an evocative portrait of the philosopher’s soul 

moving through various stages of cognition (represented by the line) through the visible realm into 

the intelligible, and finally grasping the Form of the Good. The aim of education is not to put 

knowledge into the soul, but to put the right desires into the soul—to fill the soul with a lust for 

truth, so that it desires to move past the visible world, into the intelligible, ultimately to the Form of 

the Good. 

Philosophers form the only class of men to possess knowledge and are also the most just men. Their 

souls, more than others, aim to fulfill the desires of the rational part. After comparing the 

philosopher king to the most unjust type of man—represented by the tyrant, who is ruled entirely by 

his non-rational appetites—Plato claims that justice is worthwhile for its own sake. In Book IX he 

presents three arguments for the conclusion that it is desirable to be just. By sketching a 

psychological portrait of the tyrant, he attempts to prove that injustice tortures a man’s psyche, 
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whereas a just soul is a healthy, happy one, untroubled and calm. Next he argues that, though each 

of the three main character types—money-loving, honor-loving, and truth-loving—have their own 

conceptions of pleasure and of the corresponding good life—each choosing his own life as the most 

pleasant—only the philosopher can judge because only he has experienced all three types of 

pleasure. The others should accept the philosopher’s judgment and conclude that the pleasures 

associated with the philosophical are most pleasant and thus that the just life is also most pleasant. 

He tries to demonstrate that only philosophical pleasure is really pleasure at all; all other pleasure is 

nothing more than cessation of pain. 

One might notice that none of these arguments actually prove that justice is desirable apart from its 

consequences—instead, they establish that justice is always accompanied by true pleasure. In all 

probability, none of these is actually supposed to serve as the main reason why justice is desirable. 

Instead, the desirability of justice is likely connected to the intimate relationship between the just 

life and the Forms. The just life is good in and of itself because it involves grasping these ultimate 

goods, and imitating their order and harmony, thus incorporating them into one’s own life. Justice is 

good, in other words, because it is connected to the greatest good, the Form of the Good. 

Plato ends the Republic on a surprising note. Having defined justice and established it as the greatest 

good, he banishes poets from his city. Poets, he claims, appeal to the basest part of the soul by 

imitating unjust inclinations. By encouraging us to indulge ignoble emotions in sympathy with the 

characters we hear about, poetry encourages us to indulge these emotions in life. Poetry, in sum, 

makes us unjust. In closing, Plato relates the myth of Er, which describes the trajectory of a soul 

after death. Just souls are rewarded for one thousand lifetimes, while unjust ones are punished for 

the same amount of time. Each soul then must choose its next life. 

 

The Giver 
Lois Lowry 

 

THE GIVER is written from the point of view of Jonas, an eleven-year-old boy living in a futuristic 

society that has eliminated all pain, fear, war, and hatred. There is no prejudice, since everyone 

looks and acts basically the same, and there is very little competition. Everyone is unfailingly 

polite. The society has also eliminated choice: at age twelve every member of the community is 

assigned a job based on his or her abilities and interests. Citizens can apply for and be assigned 

compatible spouses, and each couple is assigned exactly two children each. The children are born to 

Birthmothers, who never see them, and spend their first year in a Nurturing Center with other 

babies, or “newchildren,” born that year. When their children are grown, family units dissolve and 

adults live together with Childless Adults until they are too old to function in the society. Then they 

spend their last years being cared for in the House of the Old until they are finally “released” from 

the society. In the community, release is death, but it is never described that way; most people think 

that after release, flawed newchildren and joyful elderly people are welcomed into the vast expanse 

of Elsewhere that surrounds the communities. Citizens who break rules or fail to adapt properly to 

the society’s codes of behavior are also released, though in their cases it is an occasion of great 

shame. Everything is planned and organized so that life is as convenient and pleasant as possible. 

Jonas lives with his father, a Nurturer of new children, his mother, who works at the Department of 

Justice, and his seven-year-old sister Lily. At the beginning of the novel, he is apprehensive about 

the upcoming Ceremony of Twelve, when he will be given his official Assignment as a new adult 

member of the community. He does not have a distinct career preference, although he enjoys 

volunteering at a variety of different jobs. Though he is a well-behaved citizen and a good student, 

Jonas is different: he has pale eyes, while most people in his community have dark eyes, and he has 

unusual powers of perception. Sometimes objects “change” when he looks at them. He does not 
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know it yet, but he alone in his community can perceive flashes of color; for everyone else, the 

world is as devoid of color as it is of pain, hunger, and inconvenience. 

At the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas is given the highly honored Assignment of Receiver of Memory. 

The Receiver is the sole keeper of the community’s collective memory. When the community went 

over to Sameness—its painless, warless, and mostly emotionless state of tranquility and harmony—

it abandoned all memories of pain, war, and emotion, but the memories cannot disappear totally. 

Someone must keep them so that the community can avoid making the mistakes of the past, even 

though no one but the Receiver can bear the pain. Jonas receives the memories of the past, good and 

bad, from the current Receiver, a wise old man who tells Jonas to call him the Giver. 

The Giver transmits memories by placing his hands on Jonas’s bare back. The first memory he 

receives is of an exhilarating sled ride. As Jonas receives memories from the Giver—memories of 

pleasure and pain, of bright colors and extreme cold and warm sun, of excitement and terror and 

hunger and love—he realizes how bland and empty life in his community really is. The memories 

make Jonas’s life richer and more meaningful, and he wishes that he could give that richness and 

meaning to the people he loves. But in exchange for their peaceful existence, the people of Jonas’s 

community have lost the capacity to love him back or to feel deep passion about anything. Since 

they have never experienced real suffering, they also cannot appreciate the real joy of life, and the 

life of individual people seems less precious to them. In addition, no one in Jonas’s community has 

ever made a choice of his or her own. Jonas grows more and more frustrated with the members of 

his community, and the Giver, who has felt the same way for many years, encourages him. The two 

grow very close, like a grandfather and a grandchild might have in the days before Sameness, when 

family members stayed in contact long after their children were grown. 

Meanwhile, Jonas is helping his family take care of a problem newchild, Gabriel, who has trouble 

sleeping through the night at the Nurturing Center. Jonas helps the child to sleep by transmitting 

soothing memories to him every night, and he begins to develop a relationship with Gabriel that 

mirrors the family relationships he has experienced through the memories. When Gabriel is in 

danger of being released, the Giver reveals to Jonas that release is the same as death. Jonas’s rage 

and horror at this revelation inspire the Giver to help Jonas devise a plan to change things in the 

community forever. The Giver tells Jonas about the girl who had been designated the new Receiver 

ten years before. She had been the Giver’s own daughter, but the sadness of some of the memories 

had been too much for her and she had asked to be released. When she died, all of the memories she 

had accumulated were released into the community, and the community members could not handle 

the sudden influx of emotion and sensation. The Giver and Jonas plan for Jonas to escape the 

community and to actually enter Elsewhere. Once he has done that, his larger supply of memories 

will disperse, and the Giver will help the community to come to terms with the new feelings and 

thoughts, changing the society forever. 

However, Jonas is forced to leave earlier than planned when his father tells him that Gabriel will be 

released the next day. Desperate to save Gabriel, Jonas steals his father’s bicycle and a supply of 

food and sets off for Elsewhere. Gradually, he enters a landscape full of color, animals, and 

changing weather, but also hunger, danger, and exhaustion. Avoiding search planes, Jonas and 

Gabriel travel for a long time until heavy snow makes bike travel impossible. Half-frozen, but 

comforting Gabriel with memories of sunshine and friendship, Jonas mounts a high hill. There he 

finds a sled—the sled from his first transmitted memory—waiting for him at the top. Jonas and 

Gabriel experience a glorious downhill ride on the sled. Ahead of them, they see—or think they 

see—the twinkling lights of a friendly village at Christmas, and they hear music. Jonas is sure that 

someone is waiting for them there. 

 

 

The House on Mango Street 
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Sandra Cisneros 

 

On a series of vignettes, The House on Mango Street covers a year in the life of Esperanza, a Chicana 

(Mexican-American girl), who is about twelve years old when the novel begins. During the year, 

she moves with her family into a house on Mango Street. The house is a huge improvement from 

the family’s previous apartment, and it is the first home her parents actually own. However, the 

house is not what Esperanza has dreamed of, because it is run-down and small. The house is in the 

center of a crowded Latino neighborhood in Chicago, a city where many of the poor areas are 

racially segregated. Esperanza does not have any privacy, and she resolves that she will someday 

leave Mango Street and have a house all her own.  

Esperanza matures significantly during the year, both sexually and emotionally. The novel charts 

her life as she makes friends, grows hips, develops her first crush, endures sexual assault, and 

begins to write as a way of expressing herself and as a way to escape the neighborhood. The novel 

also includes the stories of many of Esperanza’s neighbors, giving a full picture of the 

neighborhood and showing the many possible paths Esperanza may follow in the future.  

After moving to the house, Esperanza quickly befriends Lucy and Rachel, two Chicana girls who 

live across the street. Lucy, Rachel, Esperanza, and Esperanza’s little sister, Nenny, have many 

adventures in the small space of their neighborhood. They buy a bike, learn exciting stories about 

boys from a young woman named Marin, explore a junk shop, and have intimate conversations 

while playing Double Dutch (jumping rope). The girls are on the brink of puberty and sometimes 

find themselves sexually vulnerable, such as when they walk around their neighborhood in high-

heeled shoes or when Esperanza is kissed by an older man at her first job. During the first half of 

the year, the girls are content to live and play in their child’s world. At school, Esperanza feels 

ashamed about her family’s poverty and her difficult-to-pronounce name. She secretly writes poems 

that she shares only with older women she trusts. 

Over the summer, Esperanza slips into puberty. She suddenly likes it when boys watch her dance, 

and she enjoys dreaming about them. Esperanza’s newfound sexual maturity, combined with the 

death of two of her family members, her grandfather and her Aunt Lupe, bring her closer to the 

world of adults. She begins to closely watch the women in her neighborhood. This second half of 
The House on Mango Street presents a string of stories about older women in the neighborhood, all of 

whom are even more stuck in their situations and, quite literally, in their houses, than Esperanza is. 

Meanwhile, during the beginning of the following school year, Esperanza befriends Sally, a girl her 

age who is more sexually mature than Lucy or Rachel. Sally, meanwhile, has her own agenda. She 

uses boys and men as an escape route from her abusive father. Esperanza is not completely 

comfortable with Sally’s sexual experience, and their friendship results in a crisis when Sally leaves 

Esperanza alone, and a group of boys sexually assaults Esperanza in her absence. 

Esperanza’s traumatic experiences as Sally’s friend, in conjunction with her detailed observations 

of the older women in her neighborhood, cement her desire to escape Mango Street and to have her 

own house. When Esperanza finds herself emotionally ready to leave her neighborhood, however, 

she discovers that she will never fully be able to leave Mango Street behind, and that after she 

leaves she’ll have to return to help the women she has left. At the end of the year, Esperanza 

remains on Mango Street, but she has matured extensively. She has a stronger desire to leave and 

understands that writing will help her put distance between herself and her situation. Though for 

now writing helps her escape only emotionally, in the future it may help her to escape physically as 

well. 

 

The Martian Chronicles 
Ray Bradbury  
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A Martian woman has dreams of a rocket coming down from the sky, containing a light-skinned, 

blue-eyed creature named Nathaniel York. Her husband is weary, and when the rocket lands, he 

shoots the men. All over Mars, people begin to hum Earth tunes and have strange dreams. When a 

second rocket lands, the astronauts get out and explore. They say they are from Earth, but everyone 

thinks they are crazy people who have hallucinated their rocket. Thus, they are all shot by a 

psychologist. Meanwhile, on Earth, a crazed taxpayer tries to board the third rocket to Mars, but he 

is denied. When it lands, the astronauts find themselves in an ideal small American town. They 

meet their dead relatives and split up to have dinner with lost parents and brothers. Captain John 

Black goes to bed next to his long-lost brother, only to realize that it is probably all a Martian trap. 

His "brother" kills him before he can leave the room. 

A year later, a fourth expedition lands, and it is successful. Almost all the Martians have died of 

chicken pox, apparently acquired from one of the previous expeditions. Captain Wilder lets his men 

drink and dance, but this angers the archaeologist in the crew, Jeff Spender. Spender feels humbled 

by the great Martian civilization and wants the rest of the crew to be dignified. He goes crazy and 

tries to kill the crew; Wilder reasons with him and is somewhat sympathetic, but finally has to shoot 

him. 

Settlers begin to arrive on Mars, drawn by the promise of work. Benjamin Driscoll's job is to plant 

trees. One morning, after it finally rains, he turns around and sees that the once-barren landscape is 

now covered with green. Another settler, Toma's Gomez, experiences an even stranger event when, 

in the middle of nowhere, he runs into a Martian. They cannot touch each other, seeming to exist on 

different time-planes. 

The first settlers are rough, but they build churches in little shantytowns just like American towns. 

Sometimes, their children sneak off to Martian ruins, where countless carcasses are still being 

cleaned up. They play songs on the Martian bones. Back on Earth, all the Negroes in the American 

South have banded together to emigrate to Mars. As they walk in an exit parade through one city, a 

racist white man, Mr. Teece, tries to stop them, but they band together to pay all debts. The racist 

man weeps and feels lost without them. 

Back on Mars, a man named William Stendahl has constructed a recreation of the House of Usher. 

He is bitter that the government has made tales of fantasy illegal. He invites the top politicians 

responsible for this to a party, at which they are systematically killed. 

Mars is eventually flooded with retirees. One couple misses their dead son, until one day Tom 

shows up on their porch. He is actually a Martian who changes shape according to the desires of 

those around him, and when he goes to town, many people fight over him, each thinking him to be a 

different person. 

News comes from Earth that atomic war is imminent. Sam Parkhill, a man from Captain Wilder's 

expedition, is proud of the hot dog stand he has just opened. Suddenly, some Martians approach 

him, but he kills them. Finally, he is subdued. They hand over to him their deeds for half of Mars. 

He is bewildered, until later that night, when he sees Earth burst into flame. All over Mars, people 

watch, and a radio signal comes to Mars with the words "Come Home." Everyone evacuates. One 

man, named Walter Gripp, who lives in the mountains, is left behind. He searches desperately for a 

woman to keep him company, but when he finds Genevieve Selsor, she is disgusting. 

Twenty years pass, with Hathaway living with his family in a shack on Mars, waiting for a rescue. 

Finally, a rocket lands. It is Captain Wilder, back from exploring Jupiter and Pluto. He doesn't 

understand why Hathaway's family has not aged, and as Hathaway suddenly dies of a heart attack, 

he realizes that they are robots. 

Back on Earth, a fully automated house is dying. Its occupants died long ago, in the nuclear war, 

but the house kept washing and playing music every day. A falling tree bough catches it on fire. On 

Mars, a family has escaped the wasteland of Earth. Dad tells his sons that they are Martians now. 

Soon another family will arrive, with girls. Dad is happy to have left the foolishness of Earth. 
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The Misanthrope 
Molie`re  

 

Alceste, a French aristocrat, raves to his friend Philinte about the corruption of French society. 

Alceste identifies hypocrisy as one of mankind's worst flaws. Despite Philinte's objections, Alceste 

insists that truth and honesty, no matter how painful, are essential to true integrity. Philinte contends 

that honesty must be balanced with manners, arguing that flattery might justly take the place of 

offensiveness. He believes that human nature should be allowed its faults. Over the course of the 

conversation, we learn that Alceste is presently involved in a lawsuit. 

During the conversation between Alceste and Philinte, Oronte, a marquis of the Court enters, 

proposing that he and Alceste commit to being friends. Alceste makes no such commitment, 

suggesting that they get to know each other first. Shortly thereafter, Oronte asks Alceste to critique 

a sonnet he has written. Alceste reluctantly agrees. He despises the poem, and scolds Philinte for 

flattering Oronte. When Oronte asks Alceste's opinion, Alceste suggests that Oronte give up his 

aspirations as a poet. Insulted, Oronte leaves. 

Alceste confronts his love interest Célimène (whose house is the setting for the play) about her 

recent behavior, which he considers inappropriate. He criticizes her for entertaining too many 

suitors; she insists that her flirtation is harmless and that her true affections lie with him. Célimène's 

manservant, Basque, announces the arrivals of Acaste and Clitandre, two marquises hoping to court 

Célimène. In protest, Alceste announces that he will leave, but he does not. 

All of Célimène's suitors, excluding Alceste, gather with her and her female cousin, Éliante, to hear 

Célimène's gossip about the people of the Court. Célimène criticizes harshly, and her suitors are 

highly entertained. Alceste interjects during Célimène's discussions to object to the hypocrisy at 

hand. Everyone dismisses his comments. Éliante delivers her ideas about men in love, mentioning 

that Alceste's disposition is abnormal. She contends that smitten men typically compliment those 

with whom they are in love. 

An Officer of the Marshals of France arrives to inform Alceste that a lawsuit has been filed against 

him by Oronte, who seeks retribution for Alceste's comments about his poem. Alceste leaves to deal 

with the matter. 

Acaste and Clitandre find a moment alone to discuss their affections for Célimène. Acaste strokes 

his own ego, bragging about his youth, his wealth, and his appeal to women. His cheerfulness 

dissolves, however, when he admits that Célimène does not care for him. Clitandre and Acaste 

decide that, should one of them fall out of favor with Célimène for good, he will step aside and 

support the other's courtship. 

Arsinoé, a cantankerous older woman, arrives to tell Célimène that the people of the court have 

been talking about her "flirtatiousness." Arsinoé claims to have taken Célimène's side in the affair, 

but she suggests that Célimène change her behavior promptly to avoid further conflict. Célimène 

comments on Arsinoé's flaws, implying that Arsinoé's pretentiousness is also a topic of 

conversation. Arsinoé takes offense when Célimène states that the older woman's flaws might just 

be the result of age. 

The dispute ends when Alceste arrives, at which point Célimène leaves. Arsinoé praises Alceste's 

integrity and offers to use her influence to acquire him a position at Court. He scoffs at her offer. 

She then tells Alceste that she has a letter proving Célimène's deception of him. Alceste leaves with 

Arsinoé to see the evidence for himself. 

Philinte and Éliante discuss Alceste's extraordinarily foul behavior before the Marshals of France. 

Philinte can hardly believe Alceste's unwillingness to compromise, while Éliante praises Alceste's 

commitment to his own value system. When their conversation turns to Alceste's relationship with 
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Célimène, Éliante states that Célimène is confused and does not know whom she loves. Éliante 

admits that she would accept Alceste's advances if he were to abandon Célimène at any point. 

Philinte then admits his attraction to Éliante, saying he would be honored to be hers. 

As Philinte and Éliante finish their conversation, Alceste enters, infuriated and seeking revenge 

against Célimène for deceiving him by professing her attraction to another suitor. Alceste proposes 

that he and Éliante strike up a relationship in order to make Célimène jealous. Éliante cautions 

Alceste not to be hasty in his judgment. 

Philinte and Éliante exit as Célimène enters. Alceste berates Célimène for her infidelity. She reacts 

calmly, calling him "foolish" and telling him to believe what he wishes about the letter. Desperate, 

Alceste commands Célimène to tell him that the letter was actually written to a woman. Célimène 

refuses this request, and Alceste rages about his uncontrollable love for her. 

Alceste's servant, Du Bois, enters, telling his master to leave immediately, as he has lost his court 

battle and now runs the risk of arrest. Alceste leaves to find out more about the situation. He finds 

Philinte, who counsels him to challenge the verdict issued against him. Alceste refuses, stating that 

he wants the verdict to stand as an example of human corruption. He announces that he will isolate 

himself from society forever. Before leaving, he plans to test Célimène's love by asking her to retire 

with him. 

Shortly thereafter, Alceste and Oronte confront Célimène, both demanding that she choose between 

them. Célimène refuses to do so, stating that she plans to let Éliante make the decision for her. 

When Éliante enters, she refuses to do Célimène's bidding. Then, Acaste and Clitandre enter with a 

letter written by Célimène that contains insulting remarks about each of the suitors. Arsinoé and 

Philinte return. The men read the letter aloud, each of them declaring his wish to end whatever 

courtship he had with Célimène. 

Eventually, Alceste is the only suitor remaining. For once, he is willing to forgive Célimène, but he 

says she must first agree to live with him in solitude. She is shocked by his proposal, explaining to 

him that she is too young to make such a drastic decision. She agrees to marry him, but not to leave 

with him. Furious, Alceste renounces his love for Célimène. She leaves, and Alceste turns to 

Éliante, telling her that it would be unjust for him to ask for her devotion. Éliante professes 

agreement, announcing her decision to devote herself to Philinte. Alceste exits, and Philinte and 

Éliante follow to encourage him to rethink his decision to retire into isolation. 

 

 

 

Heart of Darkness 
Joseph Conrad 

 

HEART OF DARKNESS centers around Marlow, an introspective sailor, and his journey up the Congo 

River to meet Kurtz, reputed to be an idealistic man of great abilities. Marlow takes a job as a 

riverboat captain with the Company, a Belgian concern organized to trade in the Congo. As he 

travels to Africa and then up the Congo, Marlow encounters widespread inefficiency and brutality 

in the Company’s stations. The native inhabitants of the region have been forced into the 

Company’s service, and they suffer terribly from overwork and ill treatment at the hands of the 

Company’s agents. The cruelty and squalor of imperial enterprise contrasts sharply with the 

impassive and majestic jungle that surrounds the white man’s settlements, making them appear to 

be tiny islands amidst a vast darkness. 

 

Marlow arrives at the Central Station, run by the general manager, an unwholesome, conspiratorial 

character. He finds that his steamship has been sunk and spends several months waiting for parts to 

repair it. His interest in Kurtz grows during this period. The manager and his favorite, the 
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brickmaker, seem to fear Kurtz as a threat to their position. Kurtz is rumored to be ill, making the 

delays in repairing the ship all the more costly. Marlow eventually gets the parts he needs to repair 

his ship, and he and the manager set out with a few agents (whom Marlow calls pilgrims because of 

their strange habit of carrying long, wooden staves wherever they go) and a crew of cannibals on a 

long, difficult voyage up the river. The dense jungle and the oppressive silence make everyone 

aboard a little jumpy, and the occasional glimpse of a native village or the sound of drums work the 

pilgrims into a frenzy. 

Marlow and his crew come across a hut with stacked firewood, together with a note saying that the 

wood is for them but that they should approach cautiously. Shortly after the steamer has taken on 

the firewood, it is surrounded by a dense fog. When the fog clears, the ship is attacked by an unseen 

band of natives, who fire arrows from the safety of the forest. The African helmsman is killed 

before Marlow frightens the natives away with the ship’s steam whistle. Not long after, Marlow and 

his companions arrive at Kurtz’s Inner Station, expecting to find him dead, but a half-crazed 

Russian trader, who meets them as they come ashore, assures them that everything is fine and 

informs them that he is the one who left the wood. The Russian claims that Kurtz has enlarged his 

mind and cannot be subjected to the same moral judgments as normal people. Apparently, Kurtz 

has established himself as a god with the natives and has gone on brutal raids in the surrounding 

territory in search of ivory. The collection of severed heads adorning the fence posts around the 

station attests to his “methods.” The pilgrims bring Kurtz out of the station-house on a stretcher, 

and a large group of native warriors pours out of the forest and surrounds them. Kurtz speaks to 

them, and the natives disappear into the woods. 

The manager brings Kurtz, who is quite ill, aboard the steamer. A beautiful native woman, 

apparently Kurtz’s mistress, appears on the shore and stares out at the ship. The Russian implies 

that she is somehow involved with Kurtz and has caused trouble before through her influence over 

him. The Russian reveals to Marlow, after swearing him to secrecy, that Kurtz had ordered the 

attack on the steamer to make them believe he was dead in order that they might turn back and 

leave him to his plans. The Russian then leaves by canoe, fearing the displeasure of the manager. 

Kurtz disappears in the night, and Marlow goes out in search of him, finding him crawling on all 

fours toward the native camp. Marlow stops him and convinces him to return to the ship. They set 

off down the river the next morning, but Kurtz’s health is failing fast. 

Marlow listens to Kurtz talk while he pilots the ship, and Kurtz entrusts Marlow with a packet of 

personal documents, including an eloquent pamphlet on civilizing the savages which ends with a 

scrawled message that says, “Exterminate all the brutes!” The steamer breaks down, and they have 

to stop for repairs. Kurtz dies, uttering his last words—“The horror! The horror!”—in the presence 

of the confused Marlow. Marlow falls ill soon after and barely survives. Eventually he returns to 

Europe and goes to see Kurtz’s Intended (his fiancée). She is still in mourning, even though it has 

been over a year since Kurtz’s death, and she praises him as a paragon of virtue and achievement. 

She asks what his last words were, but Marlow cannot bring himself to shatter her illusions with the 

truth. Instead, he tells her that Kurtz’s last word was her name. 

 

 

East Of Eden 

 
John Steinbeck 

In the late nineteenth century, a man named Samuel Hamilton settles in the Salinas Valley in 

northern California. He brings his strict but loving wife, Liza, with him from Ireland. Although 

Samuel is well respected in the community, he never becomes a wealthy man. The Hamiltons go on 

to have nine children and become a prominent family in the valley.  
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Adam Trask, meanwhile, settles in the valley with his pregnant wife Cathy where he eventually 

becomes friends with Samuel Hamilton. Before moving to California, Adam lives on a farm in 

Connecticut with his half-brother, Charles. The dark and moody Charles resents the fact that his and 

Adam’s father, Cyrus, has always favored the good-natured Adam. Upon his death, Cyrus leaves 

his sons a large and unexpected fortune, probably stolen during his days as an administrator in the 

U.S. Army. Despite their newfound wealth, Adam and Charles remain unable to get along. Charles 

is disgusted at his brother’s marriage to Cathy, who, unbeknownst to Adam or Charles, is a former 

prostitute who murdered her parents and stole their money. Although Charles despises Cathy, he 

takes her into his bed after she drugs Adam on their wedding night. 

Adam and Cathy move to California, as Adam proves unable to live peacefully with Charles in 

Connecticut. In Salinas, Cathy learns she is pregnant and attempts to abort her baby in order to 

prevent any furtherance of ties to her husband. She is desperate to escape Adam despite the fact that 

he loves her and provides for her. The abortion is unsuccessful, and Cathy eventually gives birth to 

twins, Aron and Caleb (Cal). It is clear from the start, however, that Cathy does not care about the 

infants and wants to leave the household as soon as possible. One day, Cathy shoots Adam, flees 

the house, and moves to Salinas proper to resume her life as a prostitute. Adam decides to cover for 

Cathy by lying to the local sheriff and saying that his gunshot wound was an accident. 

Cathy wins the trust of Faye, the madam of a local brothel, then poisons her and fools the doctors 

and other prostitutes into thinking that Faye died naturally. Cathy assumes control of the brothel 

and starts to blackmail powerful men in Salinas with photographs of them performing 

sadomasochistic sex acts with her and her prostitutes. To protect the dazed Adam and his twin boys, 

neither Samuel Hamilton nor Lee, Adam’s housekeeper, tells Adam or the boys that Cathy works at 

a brothel. 

As the twins grow older, Aron manifests his father’s good heart, whereas Cal exhibits his mother’s 

ruthlessness and tendency to manipulate. By the time they reach early adolescence, however, Cal 

actively struggles against his dark side and prays to God to make him more like Aron. Adam, 

meanwhile, remains melancholy and listless for years after Cathy’s departure. In order to jolt Adam 

out of his despondency, Samuel finally tells him the truth about Cathy. Samuel dies soon afterward. 

After Samuel’s funeral, Adam visits Cathy at the brothel. Her deteriorating body and cynical, 

vulgar talk make Adam realize that he can now move on and forget her, as she is a repugnant 

creature who has become irrelevant to his life. Cathy, however, is desperate to retain power over 

Adam. She even offers to have sex with him to keep him in the brothel and prove that he is no 

better than she. Adam refuses and leaves with a serene smile. 

After his triumph over Cathy, Adam becomes a livelier and more committed father to his boys. 

Adam decides to move the family off the ranch and into the town of Salinas so that Aron and Cal 

can attend school. The twins are assigned to the seventh grade, and Aron begins a relationship with 

Abra, the goodhearted daughter of a corrupt county supervisor. Cal continues to struggle with his 

dark side, and when he finally happens to discover the truth about his mother, he believes that her 

evil has been passed down to him. But Adam’s housekeeper, Lee, who has extensively researched 

the biblical story of Cain and Abel, advises Cal that God intends each individual to choose his own 

moral destiny rather than be constrained by the legacy of his parents. This idea, encapsulated by the 

Hebrew word timshel (meaning “thou mayest”), counters Cal’s fatalistic idea that he has inherited 

his mother’s evil and sin. 
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Aron gradually withdraws into religious fervor in order to shield himself from the corruption of the 

world—an approach that Abra and Lee consider cowardly. Adam, meanwhile, squanders the family 

fortune on a poorly executed business venture involving refrigerated shipping of vegetables. Aron 

graduates from high school early and leaves for Stanford University. Adam misses Aron terribly, 

thinking him smarter and more ambitious than Cal. 

However, Cal, in collaboration with Will Hamilton, one of Samuel’s sons, works secretly to earn 

back the fortune his father lost on the failed refrigeration business. Cal also hopes to make enough 

money to pay for Aron’s tuition at Stanford. In the strained economy of World War I, Will and Cal 

buy beans from local farmers at an unfairly low price and sell the beans, in turn, to desperate British 

buyers at an unfairly high price. The venture nets Cal thousands of dollars, which he plans to give 

to his father as a gift at Thanksgiving. 

Aron, who is miserable at Stanford, comes home for Thanksgiving. Adam is thrilled to see Aron but 

appalled by Cal’s gift of money. Adam considers the money to be earned dishonestly and tells Cal 

to give it back to the farmers from whom he stole it. Enraged and jealous of Adam’s obvious 

preference for Aron, Cal loses control of his anger and rashly tells Aron the truth about their 

mother, Cathy. When Cal takes Aron to the brothel to show him that Cathy is still alive, the 

revelation crushes the fragile Aron, who screams incoherently and runs away. The next day, the 

shattered Aron joins the Army, while Cathy, horrified by her son’s reaction to her, commits suicide 

by overdosing on morphine. She leaves her entire fortune—part of it inherited from Charles, part of 

it earned through blackmail and prostitution—to Aron. 

When Adam discovers that Aron has joined the Army, he lapses into a state of shock. Lee talks to 

Cal about the idea of timshel and urges Cal to remember that, despite his guilt, he is a normal, 

flawed human being—not an aberrant embodiment of evil. This discussion makes Cal feel 

somewhat better, and he is able to begin a relationship with Abra, who is no longer in love with 

Aron. 

A telegram arrives informing the family that Aron has been killed in World War I. Adam has a 

severe stroke upon hearing the news, and Lee brings Abra and Cal to see Adam on his deathbed. 

Lee informs Adam that the guilt-stricken Cal told Aron about their mother only because Cal was 

convinced that their father loved Aron more than him. Lee asks Adam to offer his blessing to Cal 

before he dies. At this, Adam raises his hand and whispers the single word timshel. 

 

 

 

Out of Africa 

Isak Dinesen 

Out of Africa tells the story of a farm that the narrator once had in Africa. The farm is located at the 

foot of the Ngong hills outside of Nairobi, in what is now Kenya. It sits at an altitude of six 

thousand feet. The farm grows coffee, although only part of its six thousand acres is used for 

agriculture. The remaining parts of the land are forest and space for the natives to live on. 
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Most of the natives on the farm are from the Kikuyu tribe. In exchange for living on the farm, they 

labor on it a certain number of days per year. There are many other tribal Africans nearby. The 

Swahilis live in Nairobi and down the coast. The Masai live on a large Reserve just South of the 

farm. Many Somalis live in the area as well, including Farah, the chief servant who helps the 

narrator run the entire farm. The narrator herself is a Danish woman. She never gives her name 

while telling her story, although it is mentioned in subtle ways as "Baroness Blixen" and once as 

"Tania." 

The narrator is actively involved with the natives on her farm. She runs an evening school for both 

children and adults. She gives medical care to anyone who needs it every morning. Once she treats 

a young Kikuyu boy Kamante, who has open sores running up and down his legs. When she cannot 

heal him, she sends him to a nearby hospital runs by Scotch Protestants. Kamante is healed and 

returns home a newly converted Christian. He becomes the farm chef and is an expert at preparing 

the most complex of European dishes. The narrator even sends him for further training in Nairobi. 

For the majority of Out of Africa, the narrator remembers different incidents that took place on the 

farm, although these events are not described in chronological order. One time there is an accidental 

shooting in which one native boy shot two others, killing one and seriously injuring the other. 

Eventually, the elders of the Kikuyu tribe determine that the father of the boy who shot the gun 

must pay the other families for what they suffered. After numerous debates and the involvement of 

the Kikuyu Chief, Kinanjui, a certain quantity of livestock is settled upon. 

The narrator also has many visitors to her farm. These visitors include many Europeans living 

around Nairobi, natives who come for large native dances or Ngomas, a old Dane named Knudsen 

who lives out his days on the farm, and an Indian high priest. Two of her closest friends, Berkeley 

Cole and Denys Finch-Hatton, spend a large amount of time on the farm. Berkley Cole has his own 

nearby farm, but he helps keep the narrator's up to standard by bringing in wine, food, and 

gramophone records. Denys Finch-Hatton has no home in Africa except for the farm, although he 

spends most of his days on safari. Finch-Hatton and the narrator frequently hunt together. On two 

separate occasions, they shot two lions together. Finch-Hatton and the narrator have a special 

relationship. Although the narrator never specifically states that the two are lovers, such a 

relationship is implied. 

As the narrator weaves through her memories of Africa, she shapes a landscape that resembles a 

type of paradise. On her own farm, she lives in unity with the natives and even some of the animals. 

At one point, a domesticated deer, Lulu, comes to live with them, which symbolizes the connection 

of the farm to its landscape. The narrator in general proposes that Africa is superior to Europe 

because it exists in a more pure form, without the modernizing influence of culture. As such it is 

closer to what God initially intended, when he created man, it appears like a true paradise. 

After describing life on her African farm as idyllic, the narrator concludes the tale in tragic tones. 

The coffee farm goes bankrupt because of the difficulties of growing at such a high altitude. When 

the bills cannot be paid, the narrator sells the farm to a foreign firm who plan to divide it up for 

residential development. 

Soon after the farm is sold, another tragedy strikes. Denys Finch-Hatton is killed when his airplane 

crashes south of Nairobi. The narrator has him buried on the Ngong Hills at a location that looks 

over the plains. Eventually, Denys's brother, the Lord Winchilsea, places a large obelisk on the 

grave. It is inscribed with the "Rime of the Ancient Mariner." Two lions additionally come to later 
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sit on Finch-Hatton's grave, a fact that the narrator finds symbolically fitting given Denys's nobility 

and character. 

Before she leaves Africa, the narrator also works to relocate the natives who live on her farm, since 

the new owners want them to leave. After much effort, the colonial government agrees that they can 

all move to a portion of the Kikuyu Reserve. With her affairs settled, the narrator herself leaves 

Africa after selling her furniture, giving away her animals, and telling all of her friends good-bye. 

A Passage to India 

E. M. Forster 

T wo englishwomen, the young Miss Adela Quested and the elderly Mrs. Moore, travel to India. 

Adela expects to become engaged to Mrs. Moore’s son, Ronny, a British magistrate in the Indian 

city of Chandrapore. Adela and Mrs. Moore each hope to see the real India during their visit, rather 

than cultural institutions imported by the British. 

At the same time, Aziz, a young Muslim doctor in India, is increasingly frustrated by the poor 

treatment he receives at the hands of the English. Aziz is especially annoyed with Major Callendar, 

the civil surgeon, who has a tendency to summon Aziz for frivolous reasons in the middle of dinner. 

Aziz and two of his educated friends, Hamidullah and Mahmoud Ali, hold a lively conversation 

about whether or not an Indian can be friends with an Englishman in India. That night, Mrs. Moore 

and Aziz happen to run into each other while exploring a local mosque, and the two become 

friendly. Aziz is moved and surprised that an English person would treat him like a friend. 

Mr. Turton, the collector who governs Chandrapore, hosts a party so that Adela and Mrs. Moore 

may have the opportunity to meet some of the more prominent and wealthy Indians in the city. At 

the event, which proves to be rather awkward, Adela meets Cyril Fielding, the principal of the 

government college in Chandrapore. Fielding, impressed with Adela’s open friendliness to the 

Indians, invites her and Mrs. Moore to tea with him and the Hindu professor Godbole. At Adela’s 

request, Fielding invites Aziz to tea as well. 

At the tea, Aziz and Fielding immediately become friendly, and the afternoon is overwhelmingly 

pleasant until Ronny Heaslop arrives and rudely interrupts the party. Later that evening, Adela tells 

Ronny that she has decided not to marry him. But that night, the two are in a car accident together, 

and the excitement of the event causes Adela to change her mind about the marriage. 

Not long afterward, Aziz organizes an expedition to the nearby Marabar Caves for those who 

attended Fielding’s tea. Fielding and Professor Godbole miss the train to Marabar, so Aziz 

continues on alone with the two ladies, Adela and Mrs. Moore. Inside one of the caves, Mrs. Moore 

is unnerved by the enclosed space, which is crowded with Aziz’s retinue, and by the uncanny echo 

that seems to translate every sound she makes into the noise “boum.” 

Aziz, Adela, and a guide go on to the higher caves while Mrs. Moore waits below. Adela, suddenly 

realizing that she does not love Ronny, asks Aziz whether he has more than one wife—a question 

he considers offensive. Aziz storms off into a cave, and when he returns, Adela is gone. Aziz scolds 

the guide for losing Adela, and the guide runs away. Aziz finds Adela’s broken field-glasses and 

heads down the hill. Back at the picnic site, Aziz finds Fielding waiting for him. Aziz is 

unconcerned to learn that Adela has hastily taken a car back to Chandrapore, as he is overjoyed to 
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see Fielding. Back in Chandrapore, however, Aziz is unexpectedly arrested. He is charged with 

attempting to rape Adela Quested while she was in the caves, a charge based on a claim Adela 

herself has made. 

Fielding, believing Aziz to be innocent, angers all of British India by joining the Indians in Aziz’s 

defense. In the weeks before the trial, the racial tensions between the Indians and the English flare 

up considerably. Mrs. Moore is distracted and miserable because of her memory of the echo in the 

cave and because of her impatience with the upcoming trial. Adela is emotional and ill; she too 

seems to suffer from an echo in her mind. Ronny is fed up with Mrs. Moore’s lack of support for 

Adela, and it is agreed that Mrs. Moore will return to England earlier than planned. Mrs. Moore 

dies on the voyage back to England, but not before she realizes that there is no “real India”—but 

rather a complex multitude of different Indias. 

At Aziz’s trial, Adela, under oath, is questioned about what happened in the caves. Shockingly, she 

declares that she has made a mistake: Aziz is not the person or thing that attacked her in the cave. 

Aziz is set free, and Fielding escorts Adela to the Government College, where she spends the next 

several weeks. Fielding begins to respect Adela, recognizing her bravery in standing against her 

peers to pronounce Aziz innocent. Ronny breaks off his engagement to Adela, and she returns to 

England. 

Aziz, however, is angry that Fielding would befriend Adela after she nearly ruined Aziz’s life, and 

the friendship between the two men suffers as a consequence. Then Fielding sails for a visit to 

England. Aziz declares that he is done with the English and that he intends to move to a place 

where he will not have to encounter them. 

Two years later, Aziz has become the chief doctor to the Rajah of Mau, a Hindu region several 

hundred miles from Chandrapore. He has heard that Fielding married Adela shortly after returning 

to England. Aziz now virulently hates all English people. One day, walking through an old temple 

with his three children, he encounters Fielding and his brother-in-law. Aziz is surprised to learn that 

the brother-in-law’s name is Ralph Moore; it turns out that Fielding married not Adela Quested, but 

Stella Moore, Mrs. Moore’s daughter from her second marriage. 

Aziz befriends Ralph. After he accidentally runs his rowboat into Fielding’s, Aziz renews his 

friendship with Fielding as well. The two men go for a final ride together before Fielding leaves, 

during which Aziz tells Fielding that once the English are out of India, the two will be able to be 

friends. Fielding asks why they cannot be friends now, when they both want to be, but the sky and 

the earth seem to say “No, not yet. . . . No, not there.” 

 

I, Claudius 

Robert Graves 

The Robert Graves novel I, Claudius begins with a depiction of the title character as a child. 

Claudius suffers from many ailments that cause him to stutter and give him a permanent limp. 

Although reviled by most of his relatives, he is prophesized by a sibyl to one day rule Rome, and as 

a young child a tiny wolf cub, which eagles had been fighting over, falls into his arms, a sign that 

he will become the protector of Rome.  



 74 

Considered by most to be an idiot, Claudius is given the love of history through his tutor 

Athenodorus, and he eventually grows to write several historical studies, of which I, Claudius is 

one.  

Claudius’s grandmother Livia is the most important figure in these early chapters. “Augustus ruled 

the world, but Livia ruled Augustus,” Claudius writes, and he describes how his grandmother turns 

Augustus into an instrument for her ambition to take control of Rome through her son Tiberius.  

For starters, Livia uses her position to create discord between Marcellus, Augustus’s son-in-law and 

leading candidate to succeed Augustus, and Agrippa, Augustus’s oldest friend and most successful 

general. The end result of Livia’s complex ruse is that Marcellus eventually dies of mysterious 

ailments (this is the first of many hints that implicitly tie Livia to the rash of food poisonings that 

infect Rome for generations) and Agrippa is left free to marry Augustus’s daughter Julia. Nine 

years later, in 12 b.c. , after Agrippa dies while alone in the country, Julia is free to marry Tiberius, 

a man Claudius describes as “morose, reserved, and cruel.” 

Claudius’s father Drusus, on the other hand, is a virtuous man. A successful general widely known 

for his Republican values, he suffers a riding accident on the Rhine. Tiberius rushes to his side, but 

it is too late. Drusus is dying of gangrene, and his final words, whispered to Tiberius and in 

reference to Livia, are, “Rome has a severe mother.”  

With Drusus dead, Livia’s plan to rule Rome through Tiberius moves forward. But now Gaius and 

Lucius, the sons of Julia and direct descendants to Augustus, are in her way. Gaius has become the 

favorite to follow Augustus as emperor. Livia, in another cunning set of moves, succeeds in getting 

Tiberius relocated outside of Rome, leaving his wife Julia behind. All along Livia had been feeding 

Julia an elixir she claims will make her irresistible to Tiberius, but it is actually an aphrodisiac that 

only increases Julia’s sexual appetite. With Tiberius away, Julia goes wild, and her nightly orgies 

become legendary. When Augustus learns of Julia’s activities, he banishes her for life. Meanwhile 

Gaius, who is sent away to Asia Minor, is given the wrong treatment for a battle wound and is 

forced for health reasons to retire, and Lucius, in transit to Spain, dies mysteriously. Thus, with no 

one else remaining to take over as emperor, Augustus has to accept Tiberius back to Rome and 

adopt him and Postumus jointly as his sons and primary candidates to succeed him.  

After his first love is poisoned, and after Livia’s plans to have Claudius married to a girl named 

Aemilia are thwarted when Aemilia’s parents are accused of a conspiracy against August, Claudius 

is forced to marry the six-foot-two inch Urgulanilla. A week after his marriage, Claudius comes 

across Pollio and Livy, two of Rome’s most famous historians. In the course of discussions, Pollio 

tells Claudius how Claudius’s father and grandfather were poisoned. Henceforth Claudius would be 

on the look-out for further clues to support Pollio’s contention.  

Meanwhile, Livia and Augustus’s views of Postumus begin to change for the worse, and Livia 

conspires with Livilla, Castor’s wife, against Postumus by inviting him to her room and seducing 

him. As soon as he embraces her, she cries out and Livia immediately breaks through the door and 

has Postumus arrested. Postumus is banished for life and disinherited, but not before he can tell 

Claudius the entire story of Livia’s conspiracy against him. With Postumus gone, the lone heir to 

Augustus is now Tiberius.  

Soon after returning to Rome to help the aging Augustus, Germanicus learns from Castor of Livia’s 

plot to banish Postumus, and in turn he tells Augustus. On the pretence of taking another trip to one 

of the colonies, Augustus visits Postumus on his island to help him escape. Livia catches wind of 
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Augustus’s plan, and assuming he would bring Postumus back to Rome and restore him to favor, 

she has to act quickly. She knows that with Postumus restored, her own life will be in danger. 

Coincidentally, Augustus falls sick, and though he eats only from the common table and of the figs 

he himself has picked, out of fear of being poisoned by Livia, he dies. 

Prior to his death, Augustus expresses to Claudius his deep apologies for how has been treated 

throughout his life, and says that he has taken care of a certain “document” and that Claudius will 

one day be compensated. Claudius assumes Augustus is referring to his will, and surmises that the 

emperor has come to learn of Livia’s conspiracies. But Augustus did not safeguard his changes well 

enough, and the previous version of the will, which names Tiberius as successor, is read to the 

Senate. Livia finally gets her wish, and when Postumus is reported killed by a captain of the guard, 

her final problem, it seems, is solved. 

Soon rumors that Postumus is still alive begin circulating through Rome. The rumor proves true, 

but Tiberius is able to catch him and have him tortured and killed. 

Roman troops in the Rhine mutiny upon Augustus’s death, angry over the few shares they are 

given. Germanicus, remaining faithful to Tiberius, borrows money from Claudius and pays the men 

under the pretence that the money has come directly from Tiberius. In Rome, Sejanus, Tiberius’s 

Commander of the Guards, begins poisoning the emperor’s mind against Germanicus with several 

lies. Sejanus had also forms a group of professional informers whose job it is to infiltrate the 

populous for the purpose of weeding out Tiberius’s potential opponents. When Germanicus is sent 

with his family, including his son Caligula, to the East, Sejanus revives Tiberius’s fears by 

reporting a statement that Germanicus allegedly says in front of one of Sejanus’s secret agents. 

Livia and Tiberius then send a man named Gnaeus Piso to work with Germanicus. Piso also reports 

back statements construed to make Germanicus appear unfaithful to the emperor. Soon Germanicus 

finds that his orders to his regiments or cities are not being followed; they are all being overridden 

by contradictory ones from Piso. 

Germanicus soon falls ill and starts smelling “death” in his house. A superstitious man, he sleeps 

with a talisman, or good luck charm, under his pillow. A slave soon reports finding the body of a 

dead baby beneath the house, and soon similar discoveries are made throughout the house. After 

several strange and near-hallucinatory experiences, Germanicus becomes certain that Piso is trying 

to murder him through black magic. Germanicus dies, and for years the murder remains a mystery. 

Aggripina returns with her children to Rome, where the public grieves for the popular Germanicus 

for days. 

Sejanus continues to consolidate his power and even tries to become related to the imperial family 

by marrying his four-year-old daughter to Claudius’s son Drusillus. But and a few days later 

Drusillus is found dead with a pear stuck in his throat. Soon Sejanus, Livia and Livilla, Castor’s 

wife, conspire against Castor, who has just been named Protector of the People by Tiberius, a sign 

that Tiberius is aware of Sejanus’s ambitions and intends to check them. The conspiracy works, and 

Castor quickly falls out of favor with Tiberius. Soon thereafter he falls ill with symptoms of 

consumption and dies. 

Treason trials soon proliferate throughout Rome, and Sejanus once again plot to gain entrance into 

the imperial family by arranging Claudius’s divorce and marrying his adopted sister Aelia to 

Claudius. 
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Tiberius, getting old and weak, retires to Capri, thus leaving control of Rome in the hands of 

Sejanus. He remains there eleven more years until his death, practicing acts too obscene for 

Claudius recount. 

Livia calls on Claudius and confesses all of her murders, including those of Claudius’s father and 

son, as well as Agrippa, Lucius, Marcellus and Gaius. She also tells him of the prophecies that 

Germanicus’s son, Caligula, will be emperor, and that Claudius will avenge Caligula’s death. Livia 

also makes Claudius promise to deify her when he becomes emperor. In 29 a.d., Livia finally dies. 

Under Sejanus’s rule, Rome suffers from endless capricious arrests and executions. Claudius’s 

mother happens to find drafts of letters between Livilla and Sejanus, implying a conspiracy to kill 

Tiberius. She sends Tiberius the letters, and Tiberius has Sejanus arrested for treason. After 

Sejanus’s gruesome execution, a whole crop of equally grim executions follow. 

In his final years, Tiberius indicates Caligula as his successor. After Tiberius’s death, the Senate 

confirms Caligula’s accession, and in the first days of his rule, Caligula generously pays off 

Tiberius’s debts, observes the terms of Tiberius’s and Livia’s will, doubles the pay to the army, and 

sends millions of gold pieces from the treasury into general circulation. General amnesty is 

declared, and when Caligula falls ill with what is called a “brain fever,” the popular consternation is 

so great that thousands of people stand in vigil day and night outside of the palace. 

When Caligula “recovers,” however, one of his first acts is to call Claudius into his room where he 

reveals to his uncle his “metamorphosis” into a divine being and also reveals, with pride, how as a 

young boy he had murdered his father Germanicus by frightening him to death and stealing his 

talisman. 

Quickly thereafter, Caligula indiscriminately begins killing friends and family members, marries 

other men’s wives at a whim, and puts men to death for such crimes as selling hot water. When the 

treasury is nearly depleted, Caligula empties the prisons by executing the prisoners and feeding 

their bodies to wild beasts in the amphitheaters. Claudius’s own mother, rather than living under the 

reign of this madness, kills herself. 

Caligula’s “divinity” continues; he argues daily with Neptune and with the river gods. No one feels 

safe around Caligula, and when Claudius is summoned to the palace one night, he assumes his end 

is at hand. But instead he is awarded with a play in which Caligula plays the “rosy-fingered 

Goddess,” after which Claudius is given the beautiful young Messalina in marriage. 

Caligula grows madder by the day, until finally Cassius, one of his soldiers, kills him during a 

festival. In the melee that follows, soldiers tear through the palace, intent on plunder, and notice two 

feet sticking out from behind a curtain. Claudius has tried to hide out of fear for his life, but one of 

the soldiers recognizes him, and the group proclaims him emperor. After a brief protest, he gives in 

and is soon being carried around the court, fulfilling the sibyl’s prophecy and the omen of the wolf 

cub. 

The Island of Dr. Moreau 

H.G. Wells 
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It begins with the protagonist, an upper class gentleman who was named Edward Prendick, finding 

himself shipwrecked in the ocean. A passing ship takes him aboard, and a doctor named 

Montgomery revives him. He explains to Prendick that they are bound for an unnamed island where 

he works, and that the animals aboard the ship are traveling with him. Prendick also meets a 

grotesque, bestial native named M'ling, who appears to be Montgomery's manservant. 

When they arrive on the island, however, both the captain of the ship and Doctor Montgomery 

refuse to take Prendick with either of them, stranding him between the ship and the island. The 

crew pushes him back into the lifeboat from which they rescued him. When they see that the ship 

truly intends to abandon him, the islanders take pity and end up coming back for him. Montgomery 

introduces him to Doctor Moreau, a cold and precise man who conducts research on the island. 

After unloading the animals from the boat, they decide to house Prendick in an outer room of the 

enclosure in which they live. Prendick is exceedingly curious about what exactly Moreau researches 

on the island, especially after he locks the inner part of the enclosure without explaining why. 

Prendick suddenly remembers that he has heard of Moreau, and that he had been an eminent 

physiologist in London before a journalist exposed his gruesome experiments in vivisection. 

The next day, Moreau begins working on a puma, and its anguished cries drive Prendick out into 

the jungle. As he wanders, he comes upon a group of people who seem human but have an 

unmistakable resemblance to hogs. As he walks back to the enclosure, he suddenly realizes he is 

being followed. He panics and flees, and in a desperate attempt of defense he manages to stun his 

attacker, a monstrous hybrid of animal and man. When he returns to the enclosure and questions 

Montgomery, Montgomery refuses to be open with him. After failing to get an explanation, 

Prendick finally gives in and takes a sleeping draught. 

Prendick awakes the next morning with the previous night's activities fresh in his mind. Seeing that 

the inner door has been left unlocked, he walks in to find a humanoid form lying in bandages on the 

table before he is ejected by a shocked and angry Moreau. He believes that Moreau has been 

vivisecting humans and that he is the next test subject. He flees into the jungle, where he meets an 

Ape Man who takes him to a colony of similarly half-human/half-animal creatures. The leader, a 

large gray thing named the Sayer of the Law, has him recite a strange litany called the Law that 

involves prohibitions against bestial behavior and praise for Moreau. Suddenly, Moreau bursts into 

the colony, and Prendick escapes out the back into the jungle. He makes for the ocean, where he 

plans to drown himself rather than allow Moreau to experiment on him. Moreau and Montgomery 

confront him, however, and Moreau explains that the creatures, the Beast Folk, are animals he has 

vivisected to resemble humans. Prendick goes back to the enclosure, where Moreau explains to him 

that he has been on the island for eleven years now, striving to make a complete transformation 

from animal to human. Apparently, his only reason for the pain he inflicts is scientific curiosity. 

Prendick accepts the explanation as it is and begins life on the island. 

One day, as he and Montgomery are walking around the island, they come across a half-eaten 

rabbit. Eating flesh and tasting blood is one of the strongest prohibitions in the Law, so 

Montgomery and Moreau become very worried. Moreau calls an assembly of the Beast Men. He 

identifies the Leopard Man (the same one that chased Prendick the first time he wandered into the 

jungle) as the transgressor. The Leopard Man flees, but when the group corners him in some 

undergrowth, Prendick takes pity and shoots him, sparing him a return to the operating table in 

Moreau's "House of Pain". Prendick also believes that, although the Leopard Man was seen 

breaking several laws such as drinking water bent down like an animal, chasing men (i.e. Prendick) 

and running on all fours, he was not responsible for the deaths of the rabbits, but it was the Hyena-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivisection
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Swine, the other most dangerous beast man on the island. He doesn't, however, tell anyone this. 

Moreau is furious that Prendick killed the Leopard Man but can do nothing about the situation. 

As time passes, Prendick begins to deaden himself to the grotesqueness of the Beast Folk. One day, 

however, he is shaken out of this stagnation when the puma rips free of its restraints and escapes 

from the lab. Moreau pursues it, but the two end up killing each other. Montgomery falls apart, and 

having gotten himself quite drunk, decides to share his alcohol with the Beast Men. Prendick tries 

to stop him, but Montgomery threatens violence and leaves the enclosure alone with bottle in hand. 

Later in the night, Prendick hears a commotion outside; he rushes out, and sees that Montgomery 

appears to have been involved in some scuffle with the Beast Folk. He dies in front of Prendick, 

who is now the last remaining human on the island. After the death, Prendick notices the sky behind 

him grow brighter and sees that the enclosure is on fire. He realizes that he had knocked over a 

lamp while rushing out to find Montgomery and that he has no chance of saving any of the 

provisions located inside the enclosure. He suddenly decides to flee from the island but notices that 

Montgomery has burnt the only boats, in order to prevent their return to mankind. 

He does not attempt to claim Moreau's vacant throne on the island, but he instead settles for living 

with the Beast Folk as he attempts to build and provision a raft with which he intends to leave the 

island. He lives on the island for 10 months after the deaths of Moreau and Montgomery. As the 

time goes by, the Beast Folk increasingly revert to their original animalistic instincts, beginning to 

hunt the island's rabbits, returning to walking on all fours and leaving their shared living areas for 

the wild. They also gradually cease to follow Prendick's instructions and eventually kill his faithful 

companion, a Beast-Man created from a dog. Luckily for him, eventually a ship inhabited by two 

corpses drifts onto the beach. (it is heavily implied that these are the bodies of the captain of the 

ship that picked Prendick up, and a sailor, due to it being revealed in the book's introduction that 

said ship sunk, and due to one of the corpses ginger hair). Prendick dumps the bodies, gets supplies, 

and leaves the next morning. 

He is picked up by a ship only three days later, but when he tells his story the crew thinks he is 

mad. To prevent himself from being declared insane, he pretends to have no memory of the year he 

spent between the first shipwreck and his final rescue. When he gets back to England, however, he 

finds that he is rigidly uncomfortable around other humans, because he has an irrational suspicion 

that they are all Beast Folk in danger of sudden and violent reversion to animalism. He contents 

himself with solitude and the study of chemistry and astronomy, finding peace above in the 

heavenly bodies. 

Brave New World 

Aldous Huxley 

 

The novel opens in the Central London Hatching and Conditioning Centre, where the Director of 

the Hatchery and one of his assistants, Henry Foster, are giving a tour to a group of boys. The boys 

learn about the Bokanovsky and Podsnap Processes that allow the Hatchery to produce thousands of 

nearly identical human embryos. During the gestation period the embryos travel in bottles along a 

conveyor belt through a factorylike building, and are conditioned to belong to one of five castes: 

Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, or Epsilon. The Alpha embryos are destined to become the leaders and 

thinkers of the World State. Each of the succeeding castes is conditioned to be slightly less 

physically and intellectually impressive. The Epsilons, stunted and stupefied by oxygen deprivation 
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and chemical treatments, are destined to perform menial labor. Lenina Crowne, an employee at the 

factory, describes to the boys how she vaccinates embryos destined for tropical climates. 

The Director then leads the boys to the Nursery, where they observe a group of Delta infants being 

reprogrammed to dislike books and flowers. The Director explains that this conditioning helps to 

make Deltas docile and eager consumers. He then tells the boys about the “hypnopaedic” (sleep-

teaching) methods used to teach children the morals of the World State. In a room where older 

children are napping, a whispering voice is heard repeating a lesson in “Elementary Class 

Consciousness.” 

Outside, the Director shows the boys hundreds of naked children engaged in sexual play and games 

like “Centrifugal Bumble-puppy.” Mustapha Mond, one of the ten World Controllers, introduces 

himself to the boys and begins to explain the history of the World State, focusing on the State’s 

successful efforts to remove strong emotions, desires, and human relationships from society. 

Meanwhile, inside the Hatchery, Lenina chats in the bathroom with Fanny Crowne about her 

relationship with Henry Foster. Fanny chides Lenina for going out with Henry almost exclusively 

for four months, and Lenina admits she is attracted to the strange, somewhat funny-looking Bernard 

Marx. In another part of the Hatchery, Bernard is enraged when he overhears a conversation 

between Henry and the Assistant Predestinator about “having” Lenina. 

After work, Lenina tells Bernard that she would be happy to accompany him on the trip to the 

Savage Reservation in New Mexico to which he had invited her. Bernard, overjoyed but 

embarrassed, flies a helicopter to meet a friend of his, Helmholtz Watson. He and Helmholtz 

discuss their dissatisfaction with the World State. Bernard is primarily disgruntled because he is too 

small and weak for his caste; Helmholtz is unhappy because he is too intelligent for his job writing 

hypnopaedic phrases. In the next few days, Bernard asks his superior, the Director, for permission 

to visit the Reservation. The Director launches into a story about a visit to the Reservation he had 

made with a woman twenty years earlier. During a storm, he tells Bernard, the woman was lost and 

never recovered. Finally, he gives Bernard the permit, and Bernard and Lenina depart for the 

Reservation, where they get another permit from the Warden. Before heading into the Reservation, 

Bernard calls Helmholtz and learns that the Director has grown weary of what he sees as Bernard’s 

difficult and unsocial behavior and is planning to exile Bernard to Iceland when he returns. Bernard 

is angry and distraught, but decides to head into the Reservation anyway. 

On the Reservation, Lenina and Bernard are shocked to see its aged and ill residents; no one in the 

World State has visible signs of aging. They witness a religious ritual in which a young man is 

whipped, and find it abhorrent. After the ritual they meet John, a fair-skinned young man who is 

isolated from the rest of the village. John tells Bernard about his childhood as the son of a woman 

named Linda who was rescued by the villagers some twenty years ago. Bernard realizes that Linda 

is almost certainly the woman mentioned by the Director. Talking to John, he learns that Linda was 

ostracized because of her willingness to sleep with all the men in the village, and that as a result 

John was raised in isolation from the rest of the village. John explains that he learned to read using 

a book called The Chemical and Bacteriological Conditioning of the Embryo and The Complete 

Works of Shakespeare, the latter given to Linda by one of her lovers, Popé. John tells Bernard that 

he is eager to see the “Other Place”—the “brave new world” that his mother has told him so much 

about. Bernard invites him to return to the World State with him. John agrees but insists that Linda 

be allowed to come as well. 

While Lenina, disgusted with the Reservation, takes enough soma to knock her out for eighteen 

hours, Bernard flies to Santa Fe where he calls Mustapha Mond and receives permission to bring 
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John and Linda back to the World State. Meanwhile, John breaks into the house where Lenina is 

lying intoxicated and unconscious, and barely suppresses his desire to touch her. Bernard, Lenina, 

John, and Linda fly to the World State, where the Director is waiting to exile Bernard in front of his 

Alpha coworkers. But Bernard turns the tables by introducing John and Linda. The shame of being 

a “father”—the very word makes the onlookers laugh nervously—causes the Director to resign, 

leaving Bernard free to remain in London. 

John becomes a hit with London society because of his strange life led on the Reservation. But 

while touring the factories and schools of the World State, John becomes increasingly disturbed by 

the society that he sees. His sexual attraction to Lenina remains, but he desires more than simple 

lust, and he finds himself terribly confused. In the process, he also confuses Lenina, who wonders 

why John does not wish to have sex with her. As the discoverer and guardian of the “Savage,” 

Bernard also becomes popular. He quickly takes advantage of his new status, sleeping with many 

women and hosting dinner parties with important guests, most of whom dislike Bernard but are 

willing to placate him if it means they get to meet John. One night John refuses to meet the guests, 

including the Arch-Community Songster, and Bernard’s social standing plummets. 

After Bernard introduces them, John and Helmholtz quickly take to each other. John reads 

Helmholtz parts of Romeo and Juliet, but Helmholtz cannot keep himself from laughing at a serious 

passage about love, marriage, and parents—ideas that are ridiculous, almost scatological in World 

State culture. 

Fueled by his strange behavior, Lenina becomes obsessed with John, refusing Henry’s invitation to 

see a feely. She takes soma and visits John at Bernard’s apartment, where she hopes to seduce him. 

But John responds to her advances with curses, blows, and lines from Shakespeare. She retreats to 

the bathroom while he fields a phone call in which he learns that Linda, who has been on permanent 

soma-holiday since her return, is about to die. At the Hospital for the Dying he watches her die 

while a group of lower-caste boys receiving their “death conditioning” wonder why she is so 

unattractive. The boys are simply curious, but John becomes enraged. After Linda dies, John meets 

a group of Delta clones who are receiving their soma ration. He tries to convince them to revolt, 

throwing the soma out the window, and a riot results. Bernard and Helmholtz, hearing of the riot, 

rush to the scene and come to John’s aid. After the riot is calmed by police with soma vapor, John, 

Helmholtz, and Bernard are arrested and brought to the office of Mustapha Mond. 

John and Mond debate the value of the World State’s policies, John arguing that they dehumanize 

the residents of the World State and Mond arguing that stability and happiness are more important 

than humanity. Mond explains that social stability has required the sacrifice of art, science, and 

religion. John protests that, without these things, human life is not worth living. Bernard reacts 

wildly when Mond says that he and Helmholtz will be exiled to distant islands, and he is carried 

from the room. Helmholtz accepts the exile readily, thinking it will give him a chance to write, and 

soon follows Bernard out of the room. John and Mond continue their conversation. They discuss 

religion and the use of soma to control negative emotions and social harmony. 

John bids Helmholtz and Bernard good-bye. Refused the option of following them to the islands by 

Mond, he retreats to a lighthouse in the countryside where he gardens and attempts to purify 

himself by self-flagellation. Curious World State citizens soon catch him in the act, and reporters 

descend on the lighthouse to film news reports and a feely. After the feely, hordes of people 

descend on the lighthouse and demand that John whip himself. Lenina comes and approaches John 

with her arms open. John reacts by brandishing his whip and screaming “Kill it! Kill it!” The 
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intensity of the scene causes an orgy in which John takes part. The next morning he wakes up and, 

overcome with anger and sadness at his submission to World State society, hangs himself. 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath 

John Steinbeck 

Released from an Oklahoma state prison after serving four years for a manslaughter conviction, 

Tom Joad makes his way back to his family’s farm in Oklahoma. He meets Jim Casy, a former 

preacher who has given up his calling out of a belief that all life is holy—even the parts that are 

typically thought to be sinful—and that sacredness consists simply in endeavoring to be an equal 

among the people. Jim accompanies Tom to his home, only to find it—and all the surrounding 

farms—deserted. Muley Graves, an old neighbor, wanders by and tells the men that everyone has 

been “tractored” off the land. Most families, he says, including his own, have headed to California 

to look for work. The next morning, Tom and Jim set out for Tom’s Uncle John’s, where Muley 

assures them they will find the Joad clan. Upon arrival, Tom finds Ma and Pa Joad packing up the 

family’s few possessions. Having seen handbills advertising fruit-picking jobs in California, they 

envision the trip to California as their only hope of getting their lives back on track. 

The journey to California in a rickety used truck is long and arduous. Grampa Joad, a feisty old man 

who complains bitterly that he does not want to leave his land, dies on the road shortly after the 

family’s departure. Dilapidated cars and trucks, loaded down with scrappy possessions, clog 

Highway 66: it seems the entire country is in flight to the Promised Land of California. The Joads 

meet Ivy and Sairy Wilson, a couple plagued with car trouble, and invite them to travel with the 

family. Sairy Wilson is sick and, near the California border, becomes unable to continue the 

journey. 

As the Joads near California, they hear ominous rumors of a depleted job market. One migrant tells 

Pa that 20,000 people show up for every 800 jobs and that his own children have starved to death. 

Although the Joads press on, their first days in California prove tragic, as Granma Joad dies. The 

remaining family members move from one squalid camp to the next, looking in vain for work, 

struggling to find food, and trying desperately to hold their family together. Noah, the oldest of the 

Joad children, soon abandons the family, as does Connie, a young dreamer who is married to Tom’s 

pregnant sister, Rose of Sharon. 

The Joads meet with much hostility in California. The camps are overcrowded and full of starving 

migrants, who are often nasty to each other. The locals are fearful and angry at the flood of 

newcomers, whom they derisively label “Okies.” Work is almost impossible to find or pays such a 

meager wage that a family’s full day’s work cannot buy a decent meal. Fearing an uprising, the 

large landowners do everything in their power to keep the migrants poor and dependent. While 

staying in a ramshackle camp known as a “Hooverville,” Tom and several men get into a heated 

argument with a deputy sheriff over whether workers should organize into a union. When the 

argument turns violent, Jim Casy knocks the sheriff unconscious and is arrested. Police officers 

arrive and announce their intention to burn the Hooverville to the ground. 
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A government-run camp proves much more hospitable to the Joads, and the family soon finds many 

friends and a bit of work. However, one day, while working at a pipe-laying job, Tom learns that 

the police are planning to stage a riot in the camp, which will allow them to shut down the facilities. 

By alerting and organizing the men in the camp, Tom helps to defuse the danger. Still, as pleasant 

as life in the government camp is, the Joads cannot survive without steady work, and they have to 

move on. They find employment picking fruit, but soon learn that they are earning a decent wage 

only because they have been hired to break a workers’ strike. Tom runs into Jim Casy who, after 

being released from jail, has begun organizing workers; in the process, Casy has made many 

enemies among the landowners. When the police hunt him down and kill him in Tom’s presence, 

Tom retaliates and kills a police officer. 

Tom goes into hiding, while the family moves into a boxcar on a cotton farm. One day, Ruthie, the 

youngest Joad daughter, reveals to a girl in the camp that her brother has killed two men and is 

hiding nearby. Fearing for his safety, Ma Joad finds Tom and sends him away. Tom heads off to 

fulfill Jim’s task of organizing the migrant workers. The end of the cotton season means the end of 

work, and word sweeps across the land that there are no jobs to be had for three months. Rains set 

in and flood the land. Rose of Sharon gives birth to a stillborn child, and Ma, desperate to get her 

family to safety from the floods, leads them to a dry barn not far away. Here, they find a young boy 

kneeling over his father, who is slowly starving to death. He has not eaten for days, giving whatever 

food he had to his son. Realizing that Rose of Sharon is now producing milk, Ma sends the others 

outside, so that her daughter can nurse the dying man. 

 

 

 

 

javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/grapesofwrath/terms/char_13.html',%20'f890783baa',%20500)
javascript:CharacterWindow('http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/grapesofwrath/terms/char_2.html',%20'4153fbc68a',%20500)

